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" I f  a te rm  has many d iv e rg in g  d e f in i t i o n s ,  i t  i s  b e t t e r  
to  b e g in  by assum ing th a t  i t  i s  f u l l  o f  m ean ings. For none 
o f  th e  m ain id e a s  o f  o u r c i v i l i z a t i o n  has a s in g le  m e a n in g .. .
"B u t in  th e  g re a t  id e a s  th e re  i s  some k in d  o f  c e n t r a l  
v a l i d i t y  a round  w h ich  d isa g re e m e n ts  and a v a r ie t y  o f  mean­
in g s  c o n t in u e  to  re v o lv e .  E very one o f  th e  g re a t  id e a s  i s  
c o n fu s in g ,  because i t  i s  to o  f u l l  o f  m eaning to  be d e f in e d  
s im p ly . B ut i f  i t  were em pty o f  m ean ing , i t  w ou ld  have 
d is a p p e a re d  in t o  th e  v o i d . . . "
As W a lte r  L ippm ann n o te s , th e  g re a t n o t io n s  o f  o u r c i v i l i z a t i o n  
a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  g ra sp  due to  th e  many in t e r p r e ta t io n s  th e y  a re  g iv e n . 
T h is  i s  as t r u e  f o r  th e  co nce p ts  o f  p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  as f o r  th o se  o f  any 
o th e r  s tu d y , and we re s ig n  o u rs e lv e s  to  t h i s  p ro b le m , th a t  no im p o r ta n t  
id e a  w i l l  have a s in g le ,  s im p le  m eaning.
T h is  o b s e rv a t io n  i s  made by way o f  in t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  two m a jo r 
id e a s  to  be d e a lt  w i th  in  t h i s  paper —  fe m in ism  and dem ocracy. The 
c a r d in a l  r u le  o f  m u l t ip le  m eanings i s  m ost a p p l ic a b le  to  th e s e  two con­
c e p ts . Many m ean ings, some even c o n t r a d ic to r y ,  a t ta c h  to  the se  w o rds . 
Fem inism  is  d e f in e d  by some as a p o l i t i c a l  n o t io n ,  d e a lin g  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  
and le g a l  is s u e s . O th e rs  see fe m in ism  as c o n ta in in g  som e th ing  e ls e  and 
as d e a lin g  w ith  som e th ing  o th e r  th a n , o r  in  a d d i t io n  to ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
and th e  le g a l .




The same v a r ia t io n s  a re  found  c o n c e rn in g  th e  co n ce p t o f  democ­
ra c y . Some h o ld  t h a t  dem ocracy i s  a p u r e ly  p o l i t i c a l  n o t io n ,  w h ile  
o th e rs  m a in ta in  t h a t  i t  c o n ta in s  som e th ing  o th e r  th a n , o r  in  a d d i t io n  
t o ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l .
What a re  th e se  ex tended  m eanings in  fe m in ism  and dem ocracy?
What i s  seen as com posing th e  "so m e th in g  e ls e "?  F o r th e  te rm  dem ocracy, 
th e  so m e th in g  e ls e  can be a s o c ia l  and econom ic m eaning in  a d d i t io n  to  
th e  p o l i t i c a l .  There  a re  th o s e  who deny th a t  s o c ia l  and econom ic 
d e f in i t i o n s  o f  dem ocracy a re  le g i t im a te .  Y e t we f in d  t h a t  th e re  i s  some 
n o t io n  th a t  v a r io u s  p e o p le  p e r s is t  in  c a l l i n g  s o c ia l  dem ocracy. And in  
fe m in is m , th e re  is  o f te n  in c lu d e d  in  i t s  "s o m e th in g  e ls e "  an e lem en t 
t h a t  lo o k s  a g re a t  d e a l l i k e  t h i s  n o t io n  o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy. I t  i s  
th e  pu rpose  o f  t h i s  th e s is  to  exam ine th e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  th e  co nce p t 
o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy to  t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  s tra n d  o f  fe m in is t  u n d e rs ta n d in g . 
I t  i s  th e  th in k in g  o f  C h a r lo t te  P e rk in s  S te ts o n  G ilm an and Jane Addams, 
two tu r n - o f - t h e - c e n tu r y  fe m in is t  w r i t e r s ,  w h ich  w i l l  be a n a lyze d  th ro u g h  
th e  use o f  a c o n ce p t o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy.
The co n ce p ts  o f  b o th  s o c ia l  dem ocracy and fe m in is m  w i l l  be d is ­
cussed in  d e t a i l  in  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  th e s is .  By way o f  in t r o d u c t io n ,  
b road  d e f in i t io n s  f o r  th e se  co n ce p ts  w i l l  be o f fe r e d  h e re . B e fo re  
a tte m p t in g  the se  d e f in i t i o n s ,  how eve r, th e  " c e n t r a l  v a l i d i t y "  o f  w h ich  
Lippmann speaks and a round  w h ich  th e  d e f in i t io n s  re v o lv e  s h o u ld  be 
e s ta b lis h e d .  The c o re  o f  b o th  s o c ia l  dem ocracy and fe m in is m , as th e y  
a re  to  be used h e re , i s  a p a r t i c u la r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  
e q u a l i t y .  Jean B ethke  E ls h ta in  has done an e x c e l le n t  jo b  o f  e x p la in in g
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t h is  p e rc e p t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  and I  s h a l l  th e r e fo r e  r e s t r i c t  th e  e x p la n a -
2
t io n  o f  t h i s  c o n ce p t to  a b r i e f  summary o f  h e r w o rk .
E q u a l i t y
E ls h ta in  b e g in s  by d is c u s s in g  fo u r  v e rs io n s  o f  e q u a l i t y  p r o f fe r e d  
in  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t.  They a re  as she l i s t s  them : (1 )  e q u a l i t y  as a 
s ta te m e n t o f  f a c t  o r  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  ways in  w h ich  p e rson s  e i t h e r  
do o r  do n o t sh a re  c e r t a in  c h a r a c t e r is t ic s ,  (2 ) e q u a l i t y  o f  r ig h t s  o r
e q u a l i t y  unde r th e  la w , (3 ) e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n i t y ,  and (4 ) e q u a l i t y  o f
3
tre a tm e n t and re s p e c t .
T h is  f i r s t  v e rs io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  i s  o f te n  used as a re in fo rc e m e n t 
f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  in e q u i t y  in  s o c ia l  a rra n g e m e n ts , E ls h ta in  t e l l s  
us , because i t  presum es th a t  to  be "e q u a l t o "  i s  to  be th e  "same a s " .  
E q u a l i ty  h e re  means sam eness. 4 S ince  we a re  a l l  o b v io u s ly  n o t  th e  same, 
the n  t h is  d e f i n i t i o n  le a d s  us to  the  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  we a re  n o t e q u a l.
I f  we a re  n o t  e q u a l,  th e n  i t  i s  e a s ie r  to  a rgue  th a t  we s h o u ld  n o t  be 
t re a te d  e q u a l ly .
The second v e rs io n  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  t h a t  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  r ig h t s  o r  
e q u a l i t y  und e r th e  la w , i s  based on th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t  we a l l  sh a re  
common q u a l i t ie s  as p e rson s  ( c a p a c ity  to  s u f f e r ,  to  f e e l  p a in ,  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  jo y ,  e t c . )  w h ic h  o v e r r id e  th e  o th e r  q u a l i t ie s  w h ich  a re  n o t
2 Jean B ethke  E ls h ta in ,  "The F e m in is t Movement and th e  Q u e s tio n  
o f  E q u a l i t y " ,  P o l i t y , Summer Q u a r te r ,  1975, p . 452 -477 .
3 I b id ,  p . 454 -55 .
4  I b id ,  p . 455.
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shared  by a l l . 5 T h is  E ls h ta in  te rm s  th e  " n a t u r a l i s t i c  a rgum ent f o r  
e q u a l i t y "  and she e x p la in s  th a t  t h i s  v e rs io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  a rgues  f o r  
e q u a l i t y  o f  re s p e c t  f o r  a l l  p e o p le  f o r  th e  re a son  o f  o u r  a l l  s im p ly  
b e in g  human.6 I t  i s  t h i s  v e rs io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  th a t  f a l l s  unde r th e  r u b r ic  
" e q u a l i t y  o f  r i g h t s " ,  " e q u a l i t y  unde r th e  la w " ,  and " p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y " ,  
a lth o u g h  each o f  th e s e  has a d i f f e r e n t  m eaning. E qua l r i g h t s  means th e  
r i g h t  o f  a l l  to  p a r t i c ip a t e ,  w hereas f u l l  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  w ou ld  mean 
th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  e q u a l ly . 7 The f a c t  t h a t  eve ryone  has 
e q u a l p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  by no means ensu re s  th a t  e ve ryon e  i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  
e q u a l.
E ls h ta in  n o te s  t h a t  t h i s  c o n ce p t o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  r i g h t s  fee d s  
in t o  a t h i r d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  t h a t  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n ity .  
A c c o rd in g  to  t h i s  m ode l, a l l  p e o p le  have th e  freedom  to  compete e q u a lly  
f o r  th a t  w h ich  s o c ie ty  o f f e r s  to  tho se  who succeed . E q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r­
t u n i t y  assumes e q u a l r ig h t s  and ex tends  i t s  em phasis to  econom ic r ig h t s
g
and freedom  o f  l i f e .  Under t h i s  system  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
o f  each p e rso n  to  an e d u c a t io n ,  jo b ,  and s ta tu s  commensurate w i t h  h e r 
o r  h is  own a b i l i t y  i s  w ha t c o n s t i t u te s  ju s t i c e .
T h is  t h i r d  co nce p t o f  e q u a l i t y ,  E ls h ta in  n o te s ,  has s e v e ra l m a jo r 
c o n c e p tu a l f la w s ,  th e  m ost o b v io u s  b e in g : Where does th e  c o m p e t it io n  
b e g in  so th a t  we can be assu red  th a t  i t  i s  equa l?  A t b i r t h ?  A t th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  s c h o o lin g ?  O f employm ent? We c a n ' t  e a s i ly  say .
5 I b i d . , p . 462. 
6 I b i d . ,  p . 463. 
7I b i d . , p . 464 
8 I b i d . , p . 468.
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The f i n a l  th e o ry  o f  e q u a l i t y  E ls h ta in  d is c u s s e s  i s  one w h ic h
moves beyond th e  language  o f  e q u a l r ig h t s  and e q u a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  and
in t o  th e  n o t io n  o f  an e q u a l i t y  o f  re s p e c t and tre a tm e n t .9 As E ls h ta in  
e x p la in s ,  t h i s  co n c e p t o f  e q u a l i t y  i s  t ie d  in t o  th e  second o f  th e  two 
m eanings o f  e q u a l i t y  as d e s c r ip t io n ,  w h ic h  sees e q u a l i t y  as b e in g  based 
on an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  sh a red  h u m a n ity  o f  a l l  p e o p le . S im p ly  s ta te d ,  
i f  we share  among a l l  o f  us common and e q u a l needs th a t  a r is e  fro m  o u r 
shared  q u a l i t y  o f  b e in g  human, the n  i t  can f o l lo w  th a t  we have an e q u a l 
need f o r  re s p e c t ( in c lu d in g  s e l f - r e s p e c t )  and f o r  th e  t re a tm e n t a t  th e  
hands o f  s o c ie ty  w h ich  w i l l  le a d  to  t h i s  re s p e c t .
What a re  th e  l o g ic a l  o u tg ro w th s  o f  t h i s  l a s t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  
e q u a l i t y ?  E ls h ta in  t e l l s  us th a t  to  presum e t h i s  k in d  o f  e q u a l i t y  
w ou ld  n e c e s s ita te  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and a rrangem en ts  w h ich  p rom ote  
and ensu re  e q u a l i t y  o f  re s p e c t and tre a tm e n t .  In  o rd e r  to  e nsu re  t h i s  
e q u a l i t y ,  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ou ld  be a rra n g e d  in  such a way t h a t  a 
b a s e lin e  w ou ld  be e s ta b l is h e d  be low  w h ic h  no one c o u ld  d ro p , re g a rd le s s  
o f  th e  presumed m e r i t  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .  A d d i t io n a l l y ,  i f  we presume 
e q u a l i t y  o f  re s p e c t and t re a tm e n t ,  th e  range  o f  rew a rd s  betw een d i f f e r e n t  
s o c ia l  p o s i t io n s  w ou ld  be n a rro w e d . Such th in g s  as s ta tu s ,  incom e, w o rk  
l i f e ,  f a m i ly ,  and e d u c a tio n  w o u ld  be open to  s c r u t in y .10
O b v io u s ly ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  n o t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  by r e je c t in g  th e  
th e o ry  o f  e q u a l i t y  as "sam eness", w ou ld  v ie w  any i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  p r a c t ic e  
based on " n a tu r a l  i n e q u a l i t ie s "  as i l l e g i t im a t e .  F u rth e rm o re , i t  a ls o
9 I b i d . , p . 475. 
10I b i d . , p . 472 -73 .
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r e je c t s  an a cce p ta n ce  o f  a system  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n ity  o r  compe­
t i t i o n .  To compete w ou ld  mean th a t  some p e o p le  w ou ld  f a i l .  To f a i l  
w ou ld  be to  lo s e  re s p e c t and w ou ld  le a d  to  a d i f fe r e n c e  in  tre a tm e n t o f  
th e  f a i l i n g  member. As E ls h ta in  n o te s ,  " . . . e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n ity  and 
e q u a l i t y  o f  t re a tm e n t a re  u l t im a t e ly  in c o m p a t ib le " .1 1  In s te a d  o f  
r e c o g n iz in g ,  f o r  exam ple , th e  r i g h t  to  compete on e q u a l f o o t in g  f o r  a
jo b  o r  to  re c e iv e  e q u a l pay f o r  th e  w o rk , t h i s  f i n a l  v e rs io n  o f  e q u a l i t y
12sees th e  is s u e  as b e in g  th e  r i g h t  to  e q u a l w o rk  i t s e l f .
I t  i s  t h i s  l a s t  n o t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  w h ic h  i s  th e  c o re ,  th e  " c e n t r a l  
v a l i d i t y " ,  a round  w h ich  s o c ia l  dem ocracy and fe m in is m  w i l l  be d e f in e d  
f o r  th e  purposes o f  t h i s  th e s is .  As p r e v io u s ly  n o te d , i t  i s  a p a r t i c ­
u la r  k in d  o f  fe m in is m  th a t  i s  to  be exam ined h e re , and th e  fe m in is t  
t h in k in g  th a t  w i l l  be exam ined, th a t  o f  G ilm an and Addams, w i l l  be found  
to  ado p t t h i s  n o t io n  o f  e q u a l re s p e c t and tre a tm e n t.
I n i t i a l  D e f in i t io n s
H aving  now d e f in e d  w hat i s  meant by e q u a l i t y ,  we move on to  an 
i n i t i a l  and b r i e f  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  fe m in is m  and s o c ia l  dem ocracy. Fem inism  
i s  used in  t h i s  th e s is  to  mean a p h ilo s o p h y  w h ich  a d vo ca te s  th e  e s ta b ­
lis h m e n t w i t h in  s o c ie ty  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  and econom ic i n s t i t u t i o n s  
and p r a c t ic e s  w h ich  a ssu re  each p e rson  th e  in d iv id u a l  c o n t r o l  o f  h e r /h is  
own p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  and econom ic e x is te n c e .  These i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 
p r a c t ic e s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  fe m in is m , a re  e s ta b lis h e d  
th ro u g h  th e  enactm ent and a ccep tance  o f  a system  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  re s p e c t
11 I b id .  , p . 473. 
12I b i d . , p . 476.
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and t r e a tm e n t .  S o c ia l  d e m ocracy  i s  d e f in e d  as th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  
th e s e  e q u a l p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  and e co n o m ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p r a c t i c e s .  
The p r a c t i c e  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t  i s  s o c ia l  d e m o c ra c y , 
f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  t h e s is .
M ethod  o f  A n a ly s is
Thus we a re  d e a l in g  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  n o t io n  o f  d em ocracy  and  
a re  s e e k in g  to  d is c o v e r  how t h a t  c o n c e p t can be  used  to  a n a ly z e  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  n o t io n  o f  fe m in is m . The m ethod  used to  make t h i s  e x a m in a t io n  
w i l l  be t o  com pare and c o n t r a s t  chosen  a u th o r s  who d e a l w i t h  th e s e  tw o  
c o n c e p ts .
A p a r t i a l  d is c u s s io n  o f  w o rk s  by  D o ro th y  P ic k le s ,  H e n ry  Mayo, 
and C. B. M acphe rson  w i l l  h e lp  e s t a b l is h  a m ode l o f  s o c ia l  d e m o cra cy .
The p u rp o s e  o f  u s in g  th e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  a u th o rs  i s  t h a t  i n  c o m p o s ite  th e y  
fo rm  a s p e c tru m  o f  c o m p a ris o n  f o r  d i f f e r i n g  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  s o c ia l  democ­
ra c y .  F o r e x a m p le , P i c k l e s  can  be p la c e d  c o n c e p tu a l ly  on th e  d e m o c ra t ic  
r i g h t ,  f o r  she  i s  one o f  th o s e  who, as was a l lu d e d  to  i n  th e  o p e n in g  
p a ra g ra p h s  o f  t h i s  t h e s is ,  does n o t  a c c e p t th e  n o t io n  o f  s o c ia l  democ­
ra c y  as  b e in g  l e g i t im a t e .  R a th e r ,  P ic k le s  m a in ta in s  t h a t  dem ocracy  i s  
a p u r e ly  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t w h ic h  i s  n o t  a p p l ic a b le  to  s o c ia l  o r  e conom ic  
a re a s .
M acpherson  can be  s e t  c o n c e p tu a l ly  on th e  l e f t  s id e  o f  o u r  s c a le ,  
f o r  he m a in ta in s  t h a t  dem ocracy  i s  in c o m p le te  i f  i t  i s  n o t  e x te n d e d  in t o  
s o c ia l  and e co n o m ic  a re a s . A t a l a t e r  s ta g e ,  i t  w i l l  be shown t h a t  
M a c p h e rs o n 's  m ode l o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy  i s  th e  c lo s e s t  to  th e  f e m in is t  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  w h ic h  i s  based on e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t .  H is
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m odel p r o v id e s  a b a s i s  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  
ty p e  o f  fe m in is m  i s  s a y in g  a b o u t  dem oc racy .
F i n a l l y ,  we f i n d  on o u r  c o n c e p tu a l  s p e c t ru m  t h a t  Mayo i s  i n  th e  
c e n t e r ,  f o r  w h i l e  he u l t i m a t e l y  d e n ie s  th e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  a c o n c e p t  o f  
a s o c i a l  d e m o c ra c y ,  he p r o v id e s  us w i t h  a com prom ise  m ode l w h ic h  
in c o r p o r a t e s  e le m e n ts  o f  b o th  P i c k l e s '  and M a c p h e rs o n 's  s e p a r a te  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g s  o f  dem o c ra cy .
Thus , we w i l l  be c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  v ie w s  o f th e s e  th r e e  a u th o r s  
and e s t a b l i s h i n g  th r o u g h  t h i s  c o n t r a s t  a s p e c t ru m  l o r  the p u rp o s e  o f 
c o m p a r is o n .  I t  i s  by t h i s  m ethod t h a t  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  dem ocracy  
w i l l  be c l a r i f i e d ,  f o r  i t  w i l l  a l l o w  us t o  e x p lo r e  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  
o p p o s in g  and s u p p o r t i n g  v ie w s  o f  t h i s  n o t i o n .  I t  i s  M a c p h e rs o n 's  m odel 
w h ic h  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  be a c c e p te d  as th e  m ode l f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  
f e m i n i s t  use o f  s o c i a l  dem ocracy  f o r  p u rp o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .
A f t e r  we have come to  g r i p s  w i t h  th e  d i v e r g i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  
s o c i a l  dem ocracy  and have u l t i m a t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  model w h ic h  is  most 
c o m p a t ib le  w i t h  t h i s  s t u d y ,  we s h a l l  move to  an e x a m in a t ion  and a n a l y s i s  
of  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y  based on t h i s  m ode l.  The two t h e o r i s t s  whose w ork  
w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e  a r e  C h a r l o t t e  P e r k in s  S te t s o n  G ilm an  
and Jane Addams. They w e re  chosen  because  th e y  a re  among th e  f i r s t  
A m e r ic a n  f e m i n i s t s  t o  d i s p l a y  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  dem ocracy  w h ic h  was 
l a b e le d  i n  o u r  i n i t i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  as b e in g  f e m i n i s t .  They h o ld  t o  an 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  fe m in is m  w h ic h  i n c lu d e s  th e  " s o m e th in g  e l s e "  o f  a s o c i a l  
and econom ic  a s p e c t .  They see more th a n  a p o l i t i c a l  c o n te n t  to  fe m in is m  
and i n  a d d i t i o n  t h e y  see more th a n  a p o l i t i c a l  c o n te n t  in  dem ocracy . 
S o c ia l  dem ocracy  can th e r e b y  be used as a model f o r  a n a l y z in g  w ha t
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i t  i s  t h a t  G i l m a n  and  Addams a r c  s a y i n g  a b o u t  b o t h  f e m i n i s m  and  democ ­
r a c y .
Wo n o t e  t h a t  we w i l l  be s t u c k  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  Ch i c k e n - o r - t h e - e g g  
d i l e m m a .  I t  can n o t  be a s c e r t a i n e d  w h i c h  came f i r s t  - -  d i d  t h e i r  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  o f  f e m i n i s m  l e a d  G i l m a n  and  Addams t o  t h e  a d v o c a c y  o f  a s y s t e m  
o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ?  O r  d i d  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d e m o c r a c y  t o  i n ­
c l u d e  s o c i a l  and  e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l e a d  t o  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  o f  
f e m i n i s m ?  An e d u c a t e d  g u e s s  c a n  be f o r w a r d e d  ( f o r  G i l m a n  i t  was  t h e  
f o r m e r ;  f o r  Addams t h e  l a t t e r )  b u t  i t  w o u l d  r e m a i n  t h a t  —  a g u e s s .  The 
f a c t  we s h o u l d  k e e p  i n  s i g h t  i s  t h a t  we c a n  see  one  f e e d i n g  i n t o  t h e  
o t h e r  —  d e m o c r a c y  a nd  f e m i n i s m .  I t  i s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  and  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s .
A f u r t h e r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  n o t e  t o  G i l m a n  and Addams i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  
i t. mus t  he u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  n o t  p o l i t i c a l  
s c i e n t i s t s .  T he y  use  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  t h e i r  own p r o f e s s i o n ,  and  
a l t h o u g h  t h e y  s p e a k  o f  d e m o c r a c y  and  use t h e  t e r m ,  we h a v e  no a s s u r a n c e  
t h a t  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e i r  w o r k  t o  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y .
I t  i s  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  f e m i n i s t s  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  s p e a k  o f  s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y  p e r  se i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  f e m i n i s m .  G i l m a n  and  Addams n e v e r  
used  t h a t  t e r m .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a m o d e l  f o r  s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y  t h a t  we can  see  t h a t  t h i s  i s  i n d e e d  w h a t  t h e y  i n t e n d e d ,  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  j o i n i n g  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  b r a n d  o f  f e m i n i s m  t o  a 
c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y .
CHAPTER I I
S O C IA L/E C O N O M IC  DEMOCRACY
In o r d e r  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  s o c i a l  and  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  
so t h a t  we c a n  l a t e r  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  r o l e s  i n  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y ,  we w i l l  
now u n d e r t a k e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e  s p e c t r u m  as  e x p l a i n e d  
e a r l i e r .  I n  o r d e r  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  r e l a t e d  
c o n c e p t s  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  w i l l  be  e x a m i n e d  s e p a r a t e l y  
h e r e  and  w i l l  be r e j o i n e d  l a t e r  a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .
S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y
I n  b e g i n n i n g  t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ,
i t  i s  b e s t  t o  s t a r t  b y  d i s c u s s i n g  how t h e  s c o p e  o f  d e m o c r a c y  f i r s t  came
t o  i n c l u d e  s o c i a l  c o n c e r n s .  P i c k l e s ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f
l o c u s  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  of  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c s  and
o f  e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  o n w a r d ,  and  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a n g e
13i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r o l e s  o f  e c o n o m i s t s  and s o c i o l o l g i s t s . P i c k l e s  i s  
m a k i n g  r e f e r e n c e  h e r e  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  a nd  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
o f  a c a d e m i c i a n s  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  s o c i e t y .  As 
p e o p l e  became m ore  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  b e t w e e n  th em  t h a t  a r o s e  f r o m  
t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  c a u s e d  " . . . t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  an  e q u a l  and  c l a s s l e s s  
s o c i e t y " ,  w h i c h  P i c k l e s  t e r m s  ' s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ' ,  and  w h i c h  s h e  s a y s
1 3  D o ro t h y  P i c k l e s ,  D e m o c r a c y  ( B a l t i m o r e ,  M a r y l a n d ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  8 9 - 9 0 .
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has  become t h e  m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  l a t e  
1 9 6 0 ’ s .  14
One i s  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  P i c k l e s ’ e x p l a n a t i o n  h e r e  f o r  tw o  
r e a s o n s .  F i r s t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she  t r e a t s  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  as  t h o u g h  
i t  w e r e  a p r o d u c t  o f  m o d e r n  p o l i t i c s ,  when i n  r e a l i t y  we a r e  a w a r e  
t h a t  t h i s  n o t i o n  was u n d e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b y  
p e o p l e  s u c h  a s  R o b e r t  Owen. One w o n d e r s  why  sh e  c h o o s e s  t o  i g n o r e  
t h e s e  e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  
t h e  p h r a s e  ’ e q u a l  a nd  c l a s s l e s s ’ b e g i n s  t o  n a g  a t  u s ,  f o r  i t  w o u l d  
seem t h a t  P i c k l e s  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  ’ s a m e n e s s ’ h e r e ,  and  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y .
M a c p h e r s o n ,  t o o ,  h a s  i g n o r e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  e a r l i e r  t h e o r i s t s  
i n  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  s c o p e  o f  d e m o c r a c y .  J u s t  as  
P i c k l e s  names t h e  m o d e r n  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  as  t h e  i m p e t u s  f o r  e x p a n d i n g  
d e m o c r a c y ,  so  d o e s  M a c p h e r s o n  f i n d  t h e  c a t a l y s t  i n  a m o d e r n  p h e n o m e n o n ,  
t h a t  o f  E a s t - W e s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  h o s t i l i t y .
T he  l i b e r a l ,  c a p i t a l i s t  e t h o s  i s  m e e t i n g  s t i f f  i d e a l o g i c a l  
c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  n o n - l i b e r a l ,  s o c i a l i s t  e t h o s ,  M a c p h e r s o n  t e l l s  u s .  15 
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s o c i a l  a nd  e c o n o m i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d  
N a t i o n s  a r e  r i s i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
u n e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  human o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b e t w e e n  r i c h  and  p o o r
1 4 I b i d . , p .  9 0 .15 
C. B. M a c p h e r s o n ,  The  R e a l  W o r l d  o f  D e m o c r a c y  ( L o n d o n ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  
O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  p .  61 .
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c o u n t r i e s . 1 6  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  tw o  c o n d i t i o n s ,  l i b e r a l  W e s te r n  s o c i e t y  
i s  e x a m in in g  i t s  s y s te m  o f  d e m o c ra c y  v e r y  c l o s e l y  i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  
j u s t i f y  i t  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  17 H ence  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e r n  f o r  s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y .
M a c p h e rs o n  s e e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a s y s te m  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  as
a c r u c i a l  e le m e n t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  The c o m p e t i t i o n  b e tw e e n
l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  and  n o n - l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  t h r e a t e n s
t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  d i s r u p t  w o rL d  p e a c e ,  and  M a c p h e rs o n  h i n t s  t h a t  t h i s
d i v e r g e n c e  i s  L e a d in g  us down th e  p a t h  t o  n u c l e a r  w a r .  ' The  ke y  t o
t h e  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  t o  d e v le o p  a m o r a l  a d v a n t a g e ,  t o
c r e a t e  p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m ic  s y s te m s  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  " a c c e p t "
19b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  m o r a l  s y s t e m s .  To be m o r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m ic
20s y s te m s  m u s t  s a t i s f y  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  a l l  t h e i r  p e o p l e .  M a c p h e rs o n
s a y s  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  p e o p le  i s  t o  h a v e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  a
21d e c e n t  l i f e  and  t o  h a v e  e q u a l  human r i g h t s .  H ence t h e  W est m u s t  b e g in  
t o  c o n c e r n  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  d e m o c ra c y  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  
r e a lm  o f  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s .
M a c p h e r s o n ' s u se  of t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " e q u a l  a c c e s s "  as  o p p o s e d  
t o  P i c k l e s '  " e q u a l  and  c l a s s l e s s "  c o n c e p t  le a d s  us to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
M a c p h e rs o n  h a s  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e q u a l i t y  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one
1 6 I b i d . ,  p .  2 3 - 3 4 .  
1 7 I b i d . , p .  38. 
1 8 I b i d . , p .  37.
1 9 I b i d . , p .  6 6 .
2 0 I b i d . , p .  6 5 .
2 1 I b i d . , p .  6 5 .
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d e f i n e d  and a c c e p t e d  e a r l i e r  as a s y s tem  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and 
t r e a t m e n t .  i t  i s  o f  s i g n i f i cance t h a t  h e does not l i m i t  h i s  n o t i o n  o f 
e q u a l i t y  t o  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  ac c es s  bu t  speaks  o f e q u a l  a c c es s  
i t s e l f .  T h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  w h i c h  we 
a c c e p t e d  as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  o u r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  dem ocracy .
The p o i n t  t o  be made h e r e  i s  t h a t ,  f o r  one r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  
t h e  W e s te rn  w o r l d  began t o  e x p r e s s  an i n t e r e s t  i n  e x p a n d i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  
v a l u e s  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  a r e n a . But  how i s  s o c i a l  dem ocracy  e x p r e s s e d ?  
flow i s  i t  a c h i e v e d ?
P i c k l e s  t e l l s  us t h a t  s o c i a l  dem ocracy  f i n d s  e x p r e s s i o n  t h r e e  
ways :  (1 )  t h r o u g h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  (2)  t h r o u g h  th e  " l e v e l l i n g  i n f l u e n c e s "
o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and ( 3 ) by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a u n i f i e d ,  u n i f o r m  
n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s te m .2 P i c k l e s  i s  n o t  t h o r o u g h  i n  h e r  d i s c u s ­
s i o n  o f  t h e s e  s y s t e m s .  She d o e s n ' t  e x p l a i n  w ha t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s ,  who 
i s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  o r  w h a t  i s  t o  be p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n .  She does g i v e  us 
some i n s i g h t  as t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l e v e l l i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e s ,  one o f  w h i c h  i s  e d u c a t i o n .  She speaks  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  " . . . t h e  p r e c i s e  p o i n t  a t  w h i c h  a l l  u n n a t u r a l  e q u a l i t i e s ,  
such as w e a l t h ,  s t a t u s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w i l l  have
been e l i m i n a t e d ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  canno t  be
e l i m i n a t e d  by p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n . " 23 The s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e n ,  a r e  to  
l e v e l  t h e s e  u n n a t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s .
22P i c k l e s ,  p.  90. 
2 3 I b i d . ,  p .  9 1 - 9 2 .
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T h e r e  a r e  tw o  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  P i c k l e s ,  b o t h  
o f  w h i c h  s te m  f r o m  o u r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  E l s h t a i n ' s  t h e o r y  o f  e q u a l i t y .
F i r s t ,  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  f o r e w a r n e d  a b o u t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h ic h  i n c l u d e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  " n a t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s " ,  f o r ,  a s  E l s h t a i n  h a s  e x p l a i n e d ,  
we a r e  o f  c o u r s e  n o t  a l l  t h e  same and  t o  d w e l l  on o u r  n a t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  
i s  t o  i n v i t e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  u n e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t .  S e c o n d ly ,  u n d e r  th e  
s y s te m  o f  e q u a l i t y  t h a t  h a s  been  a d o p te d  f o r  use  i n  t h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e r e  
i s  no a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  we w i l l  end t h e  u n n a t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  o f w e a l t h  
s t a t u s ,  and  so f o r t h  a s  m e n t io n e d  by P i c k l e s .  E l s h t a i n  s p e a k s  o f  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  " . . . a  b a s e l i n e . . .  be Low w h ic h  n on e  c o u ld  f a l l . . . "  She 
d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  o f  " l e v e l l i n g " .
M a c p h e rs o n  i s  m ore  h e l p f u l  t h a n  P i c k l e s  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  how s o c i a l  d e m o c ra c y  i s  a c h i e v e d .  He t e l l s  us t h a t  u n d e r  
t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s te m  o f  l i b e r a l  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  o n l y  p e o p le  who ca n
p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  a r e  t h o s e  who own t h e  means o f  l a b o r ,  w h ic h  i s  d e f i n e d
2 4a s  s o m e t h in g  t o  w o r k  o n ,  l a n d  o r  m a t e r i a l  o r  o t h e r  c a p i t a l .  A n yon e
n o t  o w n in g  t h e  means o f  l a b o r  c a n n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  u n l e s s  some o f  h e r / h i s
p o w e rs  a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  someone h o ld in g ,  t h o s e  m eans . by human p o w e r s ,
M a c p h e rs o n  means t h e  s t r e n g t h  and s k i l l s  p o s s e s s e d  by  a p e r s o n  p l u s
2 5t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h o s e  s k i l l s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  human 
s k i l l s ,  one  m u s t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m eans o f  l a b o r .  W i t h o u t  t h a t  a c c e s s ,  
a p e r s o n  i s  w i t h o u t  f u l l  human p o w e rs  and  i s  t h e r e f o r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  f u l l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y .
24
M a c p h e rs o n ,  R e a l  W orl d ,  p .  43 .
25
I b i d . ,  p .  4 1 .  A l s o  D e m o c r a t i c  T h e o r y ,  p .  9 .
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Two q u i c k  n o te s  need to  be i n t e r j e c t e d  h e r e .  F i r s t ,  by 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s o c i e t y ,  M acpherson means th e  r i gh t  to  w o rk  in  s o c i e t y .  
T h is  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  E l s h t a i n ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  u n d e r  a s y s te m  o f  
e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and t r e a t m e n t ,  th e  i s s u e  o f  em ploym ent becomes 
one o f  a r i g h t  t o  e q u a l  w o rk  r a t h e r  th a n  a r i g h t  to  com pete  f o r  w o r k ,  
e q u a l  o r  n o t .  Now we n o t i c e  t h a t  once a g a in  M acpherson  i s  r e j e c t i n g  
th e  c o n c e p t  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .  He does n o t  say t h a t  human 
pow ers  a re  s k i l l s  p l u s  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e x e r c i s e  them. O p p o r t u n i t y  
i m p l i e s  s o m e th in g  p a s s iv e ,  t r a n s i e n t ,  o p t i o n a l .  M acpherson  uses  th e  
te rm  " a b i l i t y " ,  w h ic h  i m p l i e s  a p e rm anen t s t a t e  o f b e in g .
To sum m arize  M a cp h e rso n ,  we f i n d  t h a t  o n l y  th e  ow ners  o f  th e
means o f  l a b o r  a r e  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in  s o c i e t y .  O n ly  ow ners  have
a c c e s s  to  f u l l  human pow ers  b ecause  o n l y  t h e y  a r e  a s s u re d  o f  th e
a b i l i t y  o f  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  human p o w e rs .  E v e ryo n e  e l s e  m ust t r a n s f e r
some o f  t h e i r  pow ers  t o  th e s e  ow ners  i n  o r d e r  to  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  to  w o rk .
They , t h e r e f o r e ,  do n o t  have  f u l l  human p o w e rs .  In o r d e r  to  a c h ie v e
s o c i a l  d e m o c ra c y ,  th e n ,  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  pow ers  must no l o n g e r  be
c o m p u ls iv e .  A l l  p e o p le  must have  e q u a l a c c e s s  to  th e  means o f  l a b o r .
in  o r d e r  t o  end th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  pow e rs  f ro m  n o n -o w n e rs  to  o w n e rs ,
M acpherson  t e n t a t i v e l y  a d v o c a te s  t h a t  a l l  p e o p le  become ow ne rs  o f  th e
means o f  l a b o r . 2 6  T h is  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s o c i a l i s t  m ode l and a c c o r d in g  
to  M a cp h e rso n ,  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  b a s i c a l l y  u n a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  members o f  
t h e  m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d  W es t.27 B u t M acphe rson  f e e l s  t h a t  once  th e  h a r m fu l
26 M a cp h e rs o n ,  "The  M a x im iz a t i o n  o f  D e m o c ra c y " ,  D e m o c ra t ic  T h e o ry  
(L o n d o n ,  1973) O x fo r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  p .  14.
2 7 I b i d . , p .  1 5 -1 6 .
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e f f e c t s  o f  m a r k e t  s o c i e t y  a r e  f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  West  w o u l d  
w e l c o m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a d e  t h e  l i m i t e d  f r e e d o m s  o f f e r e d  by  
c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  f u l l  f r e e d o m s  a f f o r d e d  by a s y s t e m  o f  e q u a l  
a c c e s s .
i t  s h o u l d  he e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  M a c p h e r s o n ' s  s y s t e m  o f  e q u a l  a c c e s s  
h as  no  r e l a t i o n  t o  P i c k l e ' s  s y s t e m  o f  l e v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  
I n d e e d ,  M a c p h e r s o n  d i s a g r e e s  t h a t  a w e l f a r e  s o c i e t y  h a s  much o f  a 
l e v e l l i n g  i n f l u e n c e  a t  a l l .  F o r  a l t h o u g h  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a w e l f a r e  
s t a t e  do s e t  up s y s t e m s  o f  t r a n s f e r  p a y m e n t s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  
f r o m  o w n e r s  t o  n o n - o w n e r s ,  t h e s e  o f f s e t t i n g  t r a n s f e r s  c an  n e v e r  e q u a l  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t r a n s f e r  i n h e r e n t  i n  c a p i t a l i s m .  I f  t h e  
w e l f a r e  t r a n s f e r s  w e r e  e q u a l ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  be no  p r o f i t s .  W i t h o u t  
p r o f i t s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m  w o u l d  no l o n g e r  e x i s t .  So s o c i a l
s e r v i c e s  c a n n o t  he c o n s i d e r e d  as  a n y t h i n g h u t  a m i n o r  e q u a l i z i n g  a g e n t ,
28i f  t h a t ,  and h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  e q u a l i t y  o f  a c c e s s .
Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  w e ' v e  s e en  how s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  came t o  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  and  how i t  m i g h t  be a c h i e v e d .  B u t  w e ' v e  s t i l l  t o  a n s w e r  
t h e  q u e s t i o n :  What  i s  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ?  F o r  P i c k l e s ,  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  
i s  b o t h  t h e  means and  t h e  end  t o  a c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y .  She e q u a t e s  
s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  and  an e q u a l ,  c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y ,  and  s h e  a l s o  t e l l s  
us  t h a t  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t h e  way  t o  a c h i e v e  an e q u a l  s o c i e t y .  She 
i m p l i e s  t h a t  i n  a s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  e v e r y o n e  p a r t i c i p a t e s  
e q u a l l y ,  e v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  same l e v e l  o f  m a t e r i a l  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d  e v e r y ­
o ne  h a s  t h e  same l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
2 8 I b i d . ,  p .  12 .
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For P i c k l e s ,  t h i s  w o u ld  be an a p p a l l i n g  and i l l e g i t i m a t e  s y s te m
o f  g o v e rn m e n t ,  h o w e v e r .  She d o u b ts  s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  s o c i a l  dem ocracy
( o r  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  as she te rm s  i t )  can be a c h ie v e d  th r o u g h  p o l i t i c a l
means and she d e n ie s  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  c i t i z e n s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
a c q u i r i n g  t h i s  e q u a l i t y . 29 P i c k l e s '  p u rp o s e  i n  e q u a t in g  s o c i a l  d em ocracy  
w i t h  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  seems e v i d e n t .  I t  i s  p r o b a b ly  v e r y  t r u e  t h a t  p u re  
s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  c o u ld  n e v e r  be a c h ie v e d  i n  any s o c i e t y ;  by s a y in g  t h a t  
s o c i a l  d e m o c ra cy  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same t h i n g  as s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  she 
d e n ie s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s o c i a l l y  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s te m .
N o te  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  "s a m e n e s s "  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  a g a in ,  w h ic h  
we r e j e c t e d  i n  th e  i n i t i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  dem ocracy  and fe m in is m  
i n  t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n .
The m a in  re a s o n  P i c k l e s  o b j e c t s  t o  t r y i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h  any 
s y s te m  o f  g o v e rn m e n t  t h a t  w o u ld  fo r w a r d  th e  g o a l  o f  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  
i s  t h a t  she t h i n k s  such  a s y s te m  w o u ld  d e s t r o y  p o l i t i c a l  d e m o c ra cy .
" I n  one way, an u n r e l e n t i n g  p u r s u i t  o f  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  
may p ro v e  more l i k e l y . . . to  d e s t r o y  dem ocracy  i t s e l f .  For 
once  e g a l i t a r i a n s  go beyond th e  a t t e m p t  to  e l i m i n a t e  r e a l  
e conom ic  i n e q u a l i t i e s  and seek  to  e l i m i n a t e . . .  fe e l in g s  o f  
i n f e r i o r i t y ,  t h e y  a r e  s e t t i n g  o u t  on a road  t h a t  seems 
l i k e l y  to  be e n d l e s s . . .  I n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c h o p p in g  away a t  
one r e a l  o r  im a g in e d  p r i v i l e g e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  th e  e g a l i ­
t a r i a n s  c o u ld  a l s o  e l i m i n a t e  much o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f re e d o m  
t h a t  i s  an even more e s s e n t i a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  d e m o c ra c y " .3 0
F o r  P i c k l e s ,  f re e d o m  and e q u a l i t y  a r e  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e .  D em ocracy 
t o  h e r  i s  a p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  n o t  a s o c i a l  g o a l .  S o c i a l  dem oc racy  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  an i l l e g i t i m a t e  c o n c e p t .  I t  i s  P i c k l e s '  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f
29P i c k l e s ,  p . 91
30I b i d . , p .  92 .
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e q u a l i t y  as  s a m e n e s s  w h i c h  Leads  h e r  t o  f e a r  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  a s  a 
l e v e l i n g  p r o c e s s .  She i s  a f r a i d  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  l o s e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be 
d i f f e r e n t , and  w i l l  be  f o r c e d  t o  be e q u a l .  U n d e r  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
e q u a l i t y  a s  a s y s t e m  o f  e q u a l  r e s p e c t  and  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h i s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  
s h o w n ,  w o u l d  n o t  be  t h e  c a s e .  A g a i n  we m u s t  r e f e r  t o  E l s h t a i n ' s  
" b a s e l i n e " .  To s e t  a f l o o r  p a s t  w h i c h  no  o ne  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  d r o p  d o e s  
n o t  l e a d  t o  o r  e v e n  i m p l y  l e v e l l i n g .  To g i v e  e v e r y o n e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  means o f  l a b o r  i s  n o t  t o  l o s e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be  d i f f e r e n t .  W i t h i n  
a s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  as  i t  h a s  b ee n  d e f i n e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  
t h i s  t h e s i s ,  P i c k l e s '  f e a r s  a r e  u n g r o u n d e d .
I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  Mac p h e r s o n  w i l l  l a k e  i s s u e  w i t h  P i c k l e s '  
v i e w  o f  d e m o c r a c y .  He w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  h e r  t h a t  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  i s  
a means t o  an e n d ,  a t y p e  of  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  as  f a r  a s  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  
w o u l d  g o .  F o r  Mac p h e r s o n ,  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h  
e v e r y o n e  a c h i e v e s  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  l a b o r .  U n d e r  a s y s t e m  
o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ,  e v e r y o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a c h i e v e  e q u a l  
human r i g h t s .  F o r  Mac p h e r s o n ,  a s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  a s s u r e s  
e v e r y o n e  an e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  e x e r c i s i n g  h e r / h i s  f u l l  human 
p o w e r s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  same t h i n g  a t  a l l  as  P i c k l e s '  " e q u a l  and  c l a s s ­
l e s s  s o c i e t y " ,  a l t h o u g h  Mac p h e r s o n  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  a p p r o v e  o f  s u c h  a 
s y s t e m .  B u t  w i t h  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
some p e o p l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  h a v e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  l a b o r ,  
m i g h t  c h o o s e  n o t  t o  use  t h i s  a c c e s s .  T he y  may s t i l l  c h o o s e  t o  t r a n s f e r  
t h e i r  p o w e r s  t o  o t h e r s ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n s .  P e o p l e  w o u l d  n o t  be  
f o r c e d  t o  be e q u a l ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  P i c k l e s  i m p l i e s .
S o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ,  t h e n ,  i s  o n l y  a p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h  p e o p l e  c o u l d  
be a l l o w e d  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  l a b o r ,  i f  t h e y  w a n t  i t .  I t  i s
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a l s o  a p r o c e s s  w i t h  a g o a l  —  t h a t  o f  e n d i n g  a l l  t r a n s f e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
p o w e r .  M a c p h e r s o n  w o u l d  t e r m  t h i s  s t a t e  an " e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y " ,  t h e  
l a s t  s t e p  i n  a c h i e v i n g  a g e n u i n e  d e m o c r a c y .  E q u a l  a c c e s s  i s  s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y  f o r  M a c p h e r s o n ;  t h e  end o f  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r s  i s  e c o n o m i c  
d e m o c r a c y .
M a c p h e r s o n ,  t h e n ,  s e e s  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  as  a l e g i t i m a t e  and 
n e c e s s a r y  e l e m e n t  o f  a p o l i t i c a l l y  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m .  M a c p h e r s o n  f e a r s  
t h a t  t h e  l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a t i c  e t h o s  i s  in  d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  overcom e'  by t h e  
n o n - l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a t i c  e l e m e n t ,  as  was d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  He f e e l s  
t h a t  w e s t e r n  l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a c i e s  m u s t  e s t a b l i s h  a s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y  i n  o r d e r  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
and  t h e r e f o r e  g a i n  a m o r a l  a d v a n t a g e  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  w o r l d - w i d e  p o w e r  
s t r u g g l e  o f  i d e o l o g i e s .  F o r  M a c p h e r s o n ,  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s .
The  b a s i c  c o n t e n t i o n  b e t w e e n  P i c k l es  and  M a c p h e r s o n  i s  how t h e  
u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  d e m o c r a c y  i s  v i e w e d .  P i c k l e s  w o u l d  t e l l  us t h a t  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t o  e n s u r e  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m s  a b o v e  a l l .  Any 
move t o  d e a l  w i t h  s o c i e t a l  p r o b l e m s  as  a w h o l e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  s u s p e c t ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e  t h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  
o v e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .
M a c p h e r s o n  w o u l d  t e l l  u s  t h a t  i m p l i e d  i n  P i c k l e s '  v i e w  o f  
f r e e d o m  as t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  " n a t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s "  i s  a t w o - f o l d  
a s s u m p t i o n :  ( 1 )  t h a t  p e o p l e  h a v e  an u n l i m i t e d  n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  f o r
a c q u i s i t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s c i o u s l y  s e e k  t h e  means o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
u n n a t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  s u c h  as  w e a l t h ,  s t a t u s ,  e t c . ,  and ( 2 ) t h a t  peop le-
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h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a c q u i r e  as  many m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  as  p o s s i b l e .  I t  
i s  a ssum ed  t h a t  some w i l l  a c q u i r e  more  t h a n  o t h e r s .  T h i s  d i v e r s i t y  
w o u l d  seem t o  be q u i t e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  P i c k l e s ,  who w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  t e l l  
u s  t h a t  t h i s  i n e q u a l i t y  i s  a s m a l l  p r i c e  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  
a f f o r d e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m s .
M a c p h e r s o n  w o u l d  a g r e e  t h a t  one  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  
d e m o c r a c y  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m s  and  i t  i s  h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  
t h o s e  f r e e d o m s  w h i c h  c o m p e l s  h i m  t o  c o n c e r n  h i m s e l f w i t h  t h e  s u r v i v a l  
o f  W e s t e r n  l i b e r a l  v a l u e s .  He d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  t h a t  p e o p l e  h a v e  an 
u n l i m i t e d  a n d  n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  R a t h e r ,  he 
c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  was c u l t i v a t e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and
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n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  as  a n e c e s s a r y  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  m e n t a l i t y .
I t  i s  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  a s c a r c i t y  
o f  g o o d s ,  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r s  and t h e  d e n i a l  o f  e q u a l  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  l a b o r .
" P u t t i n g  t h e  l o g i c a l  c h a i n  i n  r e v e r s e  o r d e r ,  and 
c o m p r e s s i n g  i t ,  we g e t : t h e  a c c e p t a n c e ,  by t h e  most 
a c t i v e  p a r t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  u n l i m i t e d  
d e s i r e  i s  n a t u r a l  and  r a t i o n a l  l e a d s  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  u n l i m i t e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
means o f  l a b o r ,  w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  n e t  t r a n s ­
f e r  o f  p o w e r s .  " 32
B e l i e f  i n  u n l i m i t e d  human d e s i r e  and  t h e  e n s u i n g  i n c l u s i o n  i n  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  u n l i m i t e d  a c q u i s i t i o n  a r e  
i n i m i c a l  t o  hum an d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  a l l o w s  some p e o p l e
31 M a c p h e r s o n ,  D e m o c r a t i c  T h e o r y ,  p .  17.  
3 2 I b i d . ,  p. 18.
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t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  means o f  l a b o r ,  c a u s i n g  o t h e r s  t o  f o r f e i t  t h e i r  p o w e r s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a c c e s s  t o  t h o s e  m ea ns .  U n d e r  a s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  e l e m e n t  o f  m a r k e t  f r e e d o m ,  t h a t  o f  u n l i m i t e d  
a c q u i s i t i o n ,  w i l l  b e  m o d i f i e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  l a r g e r  f r e e d o m s  
a f f o r d e d  b y  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  l a b o r .
By c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  v i e w s  o f  P i c k l e s  and M a c p h e r s o n ,  we h a v e  
a r r i v e d  a t  a m o d e l  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  w h i c h  w i l l  be used  as  a means 
f o r  a n a l y z i n g  w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  G i l m a n  a n d  Addams a r e  s a y i n g  a b o u t  
d e m o c r a c y .  The  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  mode l  i n c l u d e :  ( 1 )  l t  i s  b a s e d  on an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e q u a l i t y  as  a s y s t e m  o f  e q u a l  r e s p e c t  and  t r e a t m e n t .
As s u c h ,  i t  r e j e c t s  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  e q u a l i t y  as  s a m e n e s s ,  o r  as  
e x c l u s i v e l y  p o l i t i c a l  and  d e a l i n g  w i t h  r i g h t s ,  o r  as  a s y s t e m  o n l y  o f  
o p p o r t u n i t y .  ( 2 )  Ba sed  on  t h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  t h e  m o d e l  
f o r  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  p o s t u l a t e s  a b a s e l i n e  b e l o w  w h i c h  no o ne  c a n  d r o p  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h e r / h i s  p r e s u m e d  m e r i t s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h i s  m o d e l ,  ( 3 )  a d v o ­
c a t e s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  and  
p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  p r e s e r v e  and p r o m o t e  e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and  t r e a t m e n t .  
( 4 )  Such i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  
e q u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  i n  s o c i e t y .  To p a r t i c i p a t e  h e r e  
means t h e  same a s  t o  w o r k  as  w e l l  as  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  ( 5 )  i n  
o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  p e o p l e  ca n  p a r t i c i p a t e  e q u a l l y  i n  s o c i e t y ,  
t h e  m o d e l  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  p r o v i d e s  f o r  e q u a l  a c c e s s  b y  e a c h  
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  means o f  l a b o r .  ( 6 )  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  e q u a l  a c c e s s ,  
a l l  p e o p l e  w i l l  own t h e  means o f  l a b o r .  ( 7 )  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e s e  means 
o f  l a b o r  t o  be  owned b y  a l l ,  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  d e n i e s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and
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r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  u n l i m i t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  on  t h e  
f a l s e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  p e o p l e  h a v e  u n l i m i t e d  d e s i r e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n .
Be f o r e  m o v i n g  on t o  an e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  f e m i n i s m  b as e d  on t h i s  
m o d e l ,  we m u s t  d e a l  w i t h  o ne  m ore  a r e a .  By way  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  we 
c a n  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  What  i s  s o c i a l  a n d  w h a t  i s  e c o n o m i c ?
I n  m o d e r n  c o r p o r a t e  s o c i e t y ,  we r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t  i s  o f t e n  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  e x i g e n c i e s  f r o m  t h o s e  w h i c h  
a r e  e c o n o m i c .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  we d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n c e p t  
o f  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y .
T h i s  b r i n g s  us t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  
c a p i t a l i s m  as  an e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  w h i c h  w o u l d  he v i a b l e  w i t h i n  a s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y ,  l o r  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b as e  o f  c o m p e l i t i o n  and n a t u r a l  
i n e q u a l i t y  on  w h i c h  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  f o u n d e d  i s  s e en  t o  he i n  many ways  
i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e q u a l  r e s p e c t  and  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a 
s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y .  T h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i l l  now  he e x a m i n e d .
E c o n o m ic  D e m o c r a c y
As i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  r e a s o n s  why  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
d e m o c r a c y  came t o  i n c l u d e  s o c i a l  m a t t e r s ,  so  i t  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t o  f o r m u l a t e  some i d e a  as  t o  why d e m o c r a c y  came t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  
e c o n o m i c  t e r m s .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  as  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on " S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y " ,  
we w i l l  c o n t r a s t  v a r i o u s  a u t h o r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
e x a m i n e  d i s p a r a t e  v i e w s  and o p i n i o n s  w h i c h  w i l l  a i d  i n  d e f i n i n g  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y .
The  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s y s t e m  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y
i s  c o n s i d e r e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  P i c k l e s  t e l l s  u s ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f
j u s t i c e ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  p o p u l a r i t y ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  o r  i n d i v d u a l  f r e e d o m . 3
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  d e m o c r a c y
t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s e c t o r  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i f  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t o  be g e n u i n e ,
P i c k l e s  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  he i m p o s s i b l e .
No o ne  ca n  d e f i n e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  i n  p o l i t i c a l
t e r m s ,  s a y s  P i c k l e s ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  s u c h  a d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  no  way
t h a t  a n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  can o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  s u c h  a s y s t e m . 34 P i c k l e s  
d o e s  n o t  e x p l a i n  w h a t  s h e  means by  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  and  one  c a n  o n l y  
ass um e t h a t  s he  i s  p u z z l e d  a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a p p l y i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p r o ­
c e s s e s ,  s u c h  as  m a j o r i t y  r u l e  and  m i n o r i t y  r i g h t s ,  t o  e c o n o m i c  c o n c e r n s  
on a n a t i o n a l  s c a l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  e v e r y o n e  h a v i n g  an e q u a l  v o t e  i s  
a t e n e t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e m o c r a c y ,  w h a t  w i l l  i t  be t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  h a v e  
" o n e  e q u a l  o f "  i n  an  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y ?  As s h a l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  a 
mom en t ,  i t  c o u l d  be t h a t  i t  i s  a g a i n  one  e q u a l  v o t e  t h a t  p e o p l e  h a v e  as 
p a r t  o f  an e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y ,  a s y s t e m  w h i c h  i s  p o p u l a r l y  t e r m e d  
" i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n " .  In  p a s s i n g ,  one  ca n  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no  r e a s o n  why  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  s y s t e m  n o r  
why  i t  w o u l d  be d o n e  on a n a t i o n a l  s c a l e .
M a c p h e r s o n  w o u l d  be d i s t r a u g h t  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  
i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  w o u l d  g a i n  much
33P i c k l e s ,  p .  7 9 - 8 0 .
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c r e d e n c e , forr  h e m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  i s  t h e  end  we m us t  
a c h i e v e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  he j u s t i f i e d  and t h e r e b y  
p r e v a i l .  As  was d i s c u s s e d  e a r I i e r , M a c p h e r s o n  h o l d s  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
h a v e  W e s t e r n  l i b e r a l  v a l u e s  " a c c e p t e d "  b y  t h e  w o r l d  and  t o  end  t h e  
e s c a l a t i o n  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  b e t w e e n  l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a c i e s  and  n o n - l i b e r a l  
d e m o c r a c i e s ,  a m o r a l  a d v a n t a g e  m u s t  be e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  e x i s t i n g  l i b e r a l  
d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  do s o ,  a s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y  
m u s t  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  w h i c h  e v e r y o n e  h a s  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means  o f  
l a b o r .  T h i s  s y s t e m  o f  e q u a l  a c c e s s ,  w h i c h  f o r  M a c p h e r s o n  i s  s o c i a l  
d e m o c r a c y ,  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d  us  t o  a s y s t e m  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y ,  
i n  w h i c h  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p o w e r s  h as  c e a s e d .  How t h e n ,  c a n  
a s y s t e m  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  be e s t a b l i s h e d ?  What d oe s  i t  l o o k  l i k e ?
P i c k l e s  i s  h e l p f u l  i n  t h a t  she d i s c u s s e s  l i v e  t y p e s  o f  s y s t e m s  
o f  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y .  Her  f i r s t  e x a m p l e  i s  t h a t  o f  an  e c o n o m i c a l l y  
e g a l i t a r i a n  s y s t e m  w h e r e  t h e  means o f  l a b o r ,  t o  b o r r o w  M a c p h e r s o n ' s  
t e r m ,  a r e  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  c a u s e s  o f  e c o n o m i c
35i n e q u a l i t y  ( i n h e r i t e d  w e a l t h ,  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  e t c . )  a r e  e l i m i n a t e d .  
T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  e i t h e r  M a c p h e r s o n  o r  
P i c k l e s .  M a c p h e r s o n ,  we r e c a l l ,  w a n t s  t h e  means o f  l a b o r  t o  be  owned 
b y  e v e r y o n e ,  w h i c h  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  S t a t e  o w n e r s h i p .  P i c k l e s ,  on  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  a d v o c a t e s  t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  c a p i t a l .
S e c o n d l y ,  P i c k l e s  t e l l s  us  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  " e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y "  
c a n  s i m p l y  mean " a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  s y s t e m  o f  l a b o u r  r e l a t i o n s " . 3 6
3 5 I b i d . ,  p .  80 .
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Or i t  ca n  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as  m e a n i n g  " p a r t i c i p a t i o n " ,  a s y s t e m  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e m o c r a c y  u n d e r  w h i c h  w o r k e r s  a r e  c o n s u l t e d  r e g a r d i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  w o r k  
and p a y . 37 A n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
P i c k l e s  i s  one  in  w h i c h  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  management in  t h e  
a c t u a l  r u n n i n g  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  and  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d / o r  in  t h e  s h a r i n g ,  o f  
p r o f i t s . 38 M a c p h e r s o n  w o u l d  mos t  l i k e l y  a g r e e ,  b u t  he w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  
t e l l  us t h a t  an  e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  i n c l u d e s  a l l  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  and  w o u l d  
d e n y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s e p a r a t e  c o n c e p t s ,  as  P i c k l e s '  c a t a l o g u e  seems t o  
i m p l y .
F i n a l l y ,  P i c k l e s  t e l l s  us t h a t  e co n o m ic  dem oc racy  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d
by some as b e in g  a sys te m  i n  w h ic h  th e  economy i s  ru n  b y  th e  w o r k e r s .
T h i s  l a s t  s y s t e m ,  s a y s  P i c k l e s ,  e n t a i l s  a c o m p l e t e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f
s o c i e t y ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  S t a t e and t h e  wage s y s t e m  a l t o g e t h e r .3 9 The
r eason  l o r  t h i s  o u t c o me ,  P i c k l e s  s a y s ,  i s  t h a t  " . . . n o  c o n c e i v a b l e  s o c i e t y
c o u l d  he o r g a n i z e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p o n t a n e o u s  a c t i o n  o f  s e p a r a t e  w o r k i n g
u n i t s ,  a n d . . .  a c e n t r a l  t r a d e - u n i o n  h e a d q u a r te r s  w o u ld  e i t h e r  become a
new S ta te  o r  le a v e  i t s  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  any econom ic  o r  p o l i t i c a l
d i r e c t i o n  o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n . . . " 40 T h e r e f o r e ,  P i c k l e s  c o n c lu d e s ,  " . . . t h e
l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  i s  a n a r c h is m " .  41
A l th o u g h  P i c k l e s  s p e l l s  " a n a r c h is m "  h e re  w i t h  a s m a l l  r a t h e r  th a n
la r g e  " a " ,  one i s  s t i l l  l e f t  w i t h  th e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  she sees  a n a rc h is m
37 I b i d . , p .  81 .
38 I b i d . ,  p. 81 
39 I b i d . ,  p . 81. 
4 0 I b i d . , p .  81 . 
4 1 I b i d . ,  p. 81.
as a s i n i s t e r  a f f a i r ,  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  c h a o s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  as  a v a l i d  ( a t  
l e a s t  a c a d e m i c a l l y )  s o c i e t a l  a l t e r n a t i v e .  We m u s t  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h i s  
p r e d i c t e d  o u t c o m e  i s  an u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t  on P i c k l e s '  
p a r t .  Why i s  i t  n o t  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  s o c i e t y  can  r e m a i n  o r g a n i z e d  i f  
w o r k e r s  become m a n a g e r s  a l s o ?  When c i t i z e n s  w e r e  g i v e n  c o n t r o l  o f  
p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  was n o t  a n a r c h y  —  i f  c i t i z e n s  manage p o l i t i c s ,  why 
n o t  e c o n o m i c s ?  What  i s  econom y now i f  n o t  " t h e  s p o n t a n e o u s  a c t i o n  o f  
s e p a r a t e  w o r k i n g  u n i t s " ?  I t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  t h a t  t o  a l l o w  p e o p l e  t o  
manage t h e i r  own w o r k  w o u l d  c a u s e  c h a o s ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  P i c k l e s  seems t o  
mean.  H e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  i s  u s e f u l .  H e r  p r e d i c t i o n  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e .
M a c p h e r s o n  w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  P i c k l e s  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  e c o n ­
o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  i n c l u d e s  s u c h  e l e m e n t s  as w i s e  l a b o r  r e l a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  w o r k  and p a y ,  and w o r k e r  
c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  b u s i n e s s e s .  I t  i s  n o t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  
P i c k l e s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  as  b e i n g  s e p a r a t e  s y s t e m s ,  
M a c p h e r s o n  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  n o t .  U n d e r  h i s  s y s t e m  o f  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a c y ,  
e v e r y o n e  h a s  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means o f  l a b o r .  I f  e v e r y  p e r s o n  i s  t o  
m a i n t a i n  h e r / h i s  e q u a l  a c c e s s ,  we m u s t  assume t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  e q u a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  m anag em en t  o f  t h o s e  m e a n s .  T h a t  w o u l d  
u l t i m a t e l y  c o n s t i t u t e  an  eco nom y  r u n  b y  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  f i f t h  t y p e  o f  
e c o n o m i c  d e m o c r a c y  t h a t  P i c k l e s  l i s t e d .
P i c k l e s  t o l d  us t h i s  t y p e  o f  s y s t e m  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  S t a t e  
by  v i r t u e  o f  b e i n g  a n a r c h i s t i c .  F o r  r e a s o n s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  we r e j e c t  
t h a t  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t .  P i c k l e s  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  e c o n o m i c  
d e m o c r a c y  w o u l d  end  t h e  wage s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  sh e  s e e s  as  b e i n g  c a p i t a l i s m
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i t s e l f .  T h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  seems t o  h a v e  a l o g i c a l  b a s e .  I f  a l l  w o r k e r s  
a r e  o w n i n g  and  m a n a g i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  n o t  be  i n v o l v e d  
i n  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t e r m e d  "w a g e  e a r n i n g " .  T h e y  w o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  s h a r e  p r o f i t s ,  a n d  d e f i c i t s  i n  some m a n n e r ,  b u t  t h e y  w o u l d n ’ t  
r e c e i v e  " w a g e s "  as  s u c h .  C a p i t a l i s m  a s  we h a v e  know n  i t  w o u l d  no 
l o n g e r  e x i s t .
Q u e s t i o n s  t o  be a d d r e s s e d  now a r e :  How c a n  d i v o r c i n g  d e m o c r a c y  
f r o m  c a p i t a l i s m  be j u s t i f i e d ?  i s  n o t  c a p i t a l i s m  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  
w h i c h  i s  m o s t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e m o c r a c y ,  s i n c e  b o t h  o f  
them  s p r a n g  f r o m  t h e  same l i b e r a l  v a l u e s ?  O b v i o u s l y  M a c p h e r s o n  w o n ' t  
t h i n k  s o .
As was b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  M a c p h e r s o n  s e e s  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e
o f  c a p i t a l i s m  a s  b e i n g  b a s e d  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r e m i s e s :  ( 1 )  The e s s e n t i a l
human q u a l i t y  i s  t h a t  o f  s t r i v i n g  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n ;  p e o p l e  h a v e  u n l i m i t e d
d e s i r e  f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n ; 42 ( 2 )  Human b e i n g s  a r e  a v e r s e  t o  a c t i v i t y  and
t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  n o t  w o r k  e x c e p t  f o r  m a t e r i a l  r e w a r d ; 43 ( 3 )  Human s o c i e t y  
i s  i n  a c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  o f  s c a r c i t y .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o d u c e  e n o u g h  g o o d s  t o  mee t  t h e  
d em ands  o f  u n l i m i t e d  d e s i r e  i n  a w o r l d  o f  s c a r c i t y ,  a nd  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o ­
v i d e  n a t u r a l l y  i n a c t i v e  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  p r o d u c e  m o r e  g o o d s ,  
a m a r k e t  e c o n o m y  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  The  q u a l i f y i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  c o n d i t i o n  i s  
t h a t  e v e r y o n e  m u s t  h a v e  an  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m p e t e  i n  t h e  m a r k e t .
4 2 M a c p h e r s o n , D e m o c r a t i c  T h e o r y , p .  17 .
4 3 M a c p h e r s o n , R e a l  W o r l d ,  p .  3 8 .
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  M a c p h e r s o n ,  t h o s e  p r em i s e s  and a s s u m p t i o n s  a r e  
f a l l a c i o u s .  T h e r e  i s  a s t r a i n  o f  u n l i m i t e d  d e s i r e  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n s  t h a t
can  he d e t e c t e d  i n  human n a t u r e ,  b u t  t h e  t r u e  human e s s e n c e  i s  a c t i v i t y
w i t h  p u r p o s e .  P e o p le  a r e  c r e a t i v e  p r o d u c e r s ,  n o t  j u s t  c o n s u m e r s .  4
T h e r e f o r e  t h e  d e m is e  o f  t h e  w a g e - r e w a r d  s y s t e m  w h i c h  s e r v e s  as  t h e  b a s i s
of  c a p i t a l i s m  w o u l d  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  p r o d u c e
t h e  goods  and s e r v i c e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  s o c i e t y .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
human s o c i e t y  i s  no l o n g e r  f a c e d  w i t h  s c a r c i t y  b u t  i n s t e a d ,  t h a n k s  t o
t e c h n o l o g y  and  a u t o m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  now a p p r o a c h i n g  a s t a t e  o f  a b u n d a n t
g o o d s . 45 C a p i t a l i s m  i s  no  l o n g e r  seen  as  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  m ode rn  w o r l d
by  M a c p h e r s o n .
The m a j o r  f l a w  t h a t  i s  fo u n d  i n  t h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  i s  e n ­
c o u n t e r e d  when we c o n s i d e r  M a c p h e r s o n ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  m ode rn  w o r l d  
as h a v i n g  an a b u n d a n c e  o f  g o o d s .  The p r o b l e m  s te m s  f r o m  the i s s u e  o f  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  I n c r e a s i n g l y  the need t o  c o n s e r v e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
i s  b e c o m in g  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  r e s p o n s i b l e  p e o p l e s ,  f o r  i t i s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  
t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  b e c o m in g  more s c a r c e ,  a n d ,  once  d e p l e t e d ,  c an  n e v e r  
be r e p l a c e d  i n  k i n d .  Does t h i s  n o t  mean t h a t  M a c p h e r s o n ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  
o f  a b u n d a n c e  i s  f a l s e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a t e m p o r a r y  s t a t e ?
Upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  tw o  f a c t o r s ,  M a c p h e r s o n ' s  t h e o r y  c a n  be 
a c c e p t e d .  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  a m a j o r  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s c a r c i t y  
o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i s  n o t  t h a t  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  as  o f  y e t  n e a r  
d e p l e t i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f
4 4 I b i d .  , p .  4 - 5 .  
4 5 I b i d . , p .  55.
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them . An o b v io u s  e x a m p le  i s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  o i l  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  w h ic h  many 
c o u n t r i e s  h ave  fa c e d  a s c a r c i t y  o f  o i l  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no o i l  t o  
be  had b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  b u y  i t  o r  have  been  d e n ie d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u y  i t .  The s e co n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  t h a t  w h i l e  l o g i c  
t e l l s  us t h a t  i t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  someday t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  
be d e p l e t e d ,  we a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t e c h n o lo g y  can  o f f e r  us s u b s t i t u t e s  
l o r  a t  l e a s t  some o f  them . S o la r  e n e r g y  as a re p la c e m e n t  l o r  o i l  and 
c o a l  i s  one su ch  e x a m p le .
So i t  i s  w i t h  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  i s s u e  
and th e  two e n s u in g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a bove  t h a t  we can  u n d e r s ta n d  
M a c p h e r s o n 's  r e j e c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  as a s y s te m  s t i l l  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
and  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  d e m o c ra c y .
H e n ry  Mayo i s  u s e f u l  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h a t  
e c o n o m ic  s y s te m  i s  m o s t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  d e m o c ra c y .  He e n c o u ra g e s  th e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  an e c o n o m ic  c o n t in u u m ,  w h ic h  has d e m o c r a t i c  c a p i t a l i s m  
on one end and d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i a l i s m  on th e  o t h e r .  A move to o  f a r  to w a rd  
La i s s e z f a i r e  c a p i t a l i s m  w i l l  t h r e a t e n  a d e m o c ra cy  w i t h  s o c i a l  r e v o l u ­
t i o n  w h i l e  c o m in g  to o  c l o s e  t o  t o t a l ,  e n fo r c e d  s o c i a l  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  
w i l l  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t i e s .  Mayo seems to  be r e j e c t i n g  
b o t h  P i c k l e s '  i n s i s t e n c e  on a wage and m a r k e t  econom y, and  M a c p h e r s o n 's  
p r o p o s a l  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  o f  s o c i a l i s t  econom y. I n  t h e i r  p l a c e ,
Mayo i s  a d v o c a t i n g  a b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  b o th  as th e  e c o n o m ic  s y s te m  m ost 
c o m p a t ib le  w i t h  d e m o c r a c y .46 Mayo, as t h e  c e n t r i s t  i n  t h i s  c o m p a r is o n ,  
i s  o f f e r i n g  a co m p ro m ise .
46 H e n ry  Mayo, An I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  D e m o c ra t ic  T h e o ry ,  (New Y o r k ,  
1 9 6 0 ) ,  O x fo r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P re s s ,  p .  11.
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Mayo a g r e e s  w i t h  P i c k l e s  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  de m o c ra c y  i s  
p o l i t i c a l  and i s  t h a t  e x c l u s i v e l y .  Bu t  he does  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  h e r  t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  d e m o c ra c y  i s  t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  s o c i a l  and e c o n o m ic  i s s u e s .  
F o r  Mayo, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  i s  p a r a l l e l e d  by  t h e  s o c i a l  and t h e  
e c o n o m i c ,  a p e r c e p t i o n  he s h a r e s  w i t h  M a c p h e r s o n .  The p o l i t i c a l  f r e e ­
doms and s a f e g u a r d s  t h a t  a r e g u a r a n t e e d  by dem oc rac y  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  and 
m im ic k e d  i n  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m ,  and v i c e  v e r s a .  As p o l i t i c a l  
d e m o c ra c y  g r o w s ,  i t  i s  p a r a l l e l e d  by a s i m i l a r  g r o w t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  and 
e c o n o m ic  s y s t e m s . 4 7
Mayo w o u l d  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  M a c p h e rs o n  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  r o l e  o f  
d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
s o c i a l  and e c o n o m ic  d e m o c r a c y .  N or  w o u l d  Mayo a g r e e  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  i s  a f i r s t  s t e p  i n  a l a r g e r  e v o l u t i o n  t o w a r d  an e q u a l  
s o c i e t y .  P o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  and f r e e d o m ,  when a c h i e v e d ,  i s  a c o m p l e t e  
s y s t e m  o f  i t s e l f .
What Mayo t e l l s  us i s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  d e m o c ra c y  makes i t  more 
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  w i l l  c a r r y  o v e r  i n t o  o t h e r  s p h e r e s ,  
t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e m o c r a c y  w i l l  n u r t u r e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  w h o l e  s o c i e t y .  B u t  d e m o c r a c y  as a c o n c e p t  
i s  c o m p l e t e  when p o l i t i c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  i s  a c h i e v e d .  D em ocracy  
r e m a i n s  f o r  Mayo a p o l i t i c a l  t e r m ,  as i t  does  f o r  P i c k l e s .
T h e r e  i s  a s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  i s  f o u n d  
i n  b o t h  Mayo and  P i c k l e s  t h a t  d e m o c r a c y  u l t i m a t e l y  r e m a i n s  a p o l i t i c a l  
c o n c e p t .  P e t e r  B a c h r a c h ,  i n  h i s  w o r k ,  The T h e o r y  o f  D e m o c r a t i c  E l i t i s m , 
e x p l a i n s  w h a t  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s .
4 7 I b i d .  , p .  240.
F i r s t ,  sa ys  B a c h ra c h ,  th e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  dem oc racy  i s  o n l y  a 
p o l i t i c a l  te rm  s to p s  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  e x p a n d in g  d e m o c ra cy  t o  th e  
e co n o m ic  s e c t o r .  T h is  i n  t u r n  a l l o w s  c o r p o r a t e  e l i t e s  to  e scape  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  even th o u g h  th e y  make d e c i s i o n s  
d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t i n g  s o c i a l  v a lu e s .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  to  l i m i t  dem oc racy  t o  
p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s  ends c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  th e  d e c i s i o n ­
m a k in g  p r o c e s s  o f  p o w e r f u l  i n d u s t r i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  by t h e  s o c i e t y  w h ic h  
t h e y  a f f e c t .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t o  l i m i t  d e m o c ra cy  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c t o r ,  
B a c h ra c h  n o t e s ,  i s  t o  d i s c a r d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  " e q u a l i t y  o f  p o w e r " ,  
w h ic h  can  be ta k e n  t o  mean w h a t  we have  c a l l e d  " e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and
t r e a t m e n t " .  I n  i t s  p l a c e  i s  p u t  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y
to  co m p e te .4 8  The c o m p e t i t i o n  w o u ld  be to  see who g o t  to  make th e  
e c o n o m ic  d e c i s i o n s .
H ere  t h e n ,  we come to  an u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  b a s ic  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e tw e e n  th e  p r o p o n e n ts  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  de m o c ra cy  as a p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m  
and th o s e  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  d e m o c ra c y  i s  
s o m e th in g  e l s e ,  t h a t  i t  has  s o c i a l  and e co n o m ic  m e a n in g .  T h is  d i f f e r e n c e  
i s  based  on th e  way t h a t  e q u a l i t y  i s  d e f i n e d .  Those who see e q u a l i t y  
as m e a n in g  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  th e  q u e s t  t o  a c h ie v e  s o m e th in g ,  who a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  e q u a l i z e  t h e  " s t a r t i n g  l i n e s "  i n  th e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
s o c i a l  and e c o n o m ic  r e w a r d s ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  seem t o  v ie w  d e m o c ra cy  as  a 
l e g a l / p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  w h ic h  can e q u a l i z e  t h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n .  Those who 
v ie w  e q u a l i t y  as m e a n in g  e q u a l  r e s p e c t  and t r e a t m e n t  in  th e  q u e s t  t o  
a c h ie v e  s o m e th in g ,  who w a n t  e q u a l  a c c e s s  f o r  a l l  p e o p le  t o  th e  means o f  
a c h i e v i n g  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  and e co n o m ic  g o a l s ,  seem t o  v ie w
48p e t e r  B a c h r a c h ,  The T h e o r y  o f  D e m o c r a t ic  E l i t i s m :  A C r i t i q u e  
( B o s to n ,  M a s s . ,  1 9 6 7 )  L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o . ,  p .  97 .
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d e m o c ra c y  as a s o c i a l / e c o n o m i c  p r o c e s s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  
w h ic h  w i l l  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  a c c e s s  i s  e q u a l .  I t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t o  n o t i c e  
t h a t  t h i s  se cond  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  d e m o c ra c y  f o r e g o e s  c o m p e t i t i o n  
e n t i r e l y .
By r e v e r s i n g  t h e  o r d e r ,  we can say  t h a t  P i c k l e s  and Mayo a r e  
v i e w i n g  d e m o c ra c y  as  p o l i t i c a l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d e f i n e  e q u a l i t y  a s  b e in g  
e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w h i l e  M a cp h e rso n  se e s  dem ocracy  as b e in g  s o c i a l  and 
e c o n o m ic  b e c a u s e  he  d e f i n e s  e q u a l i t y  as m e a n in g  e q u a l  r e s p e c t  and 
t r e a t m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a s p e c t  w h ic h  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  
o f  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y .
I t  i s  M a c p h e r s o n 's  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  e c o n o m ic  d e m o c ra c y  t h a t  we 
a r e  now g o in g  t o  i n c l u d e  as t h e  e i g h t h  and f i n a l  e le m e n t  o f  o u r  m o d e l  
f o r  s o c i a l  d e m o c ra c y .  T h is  n o t i o n  o f  e c o n o m ic  d e m o c ra cy  i s  d e f i n e d  
b r o a d l y  as a w o rk e r -m a n a g e m e n t  a p p ro a c h  t o  i n d u s t r y  and b u s in e s s  w h ic h  
a c t s  t o  end th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e rs .  I n  t h i s  c o n c e p t ,  a l l  p e o p le ,  b y  
v i r t u e  o f  o w n in g  t h e  means o f  l a b o r ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  m anagem ent o f  
o f  th o s e  means and  i n  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  ( p r o f i t s )  o f  p r o ­
d u c t i o n .  T h i s  s y s te m  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a l a c k  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  and 
w o u ld  end t h e  wage s y s te m  as  we h a ve  known i t .
Summary o f  M o d e l
B e fo r e  m o v in g  on t o  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f e m in is m  and  i t s  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  t o  s o c i a l  d e m o c ra c y ,  t h e  m o d e l  t h a t  has  assum ed f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  
s h o u ld  be  su m m a r iz e d  b r i e f l y  and  c o m p le t e l y  o n ce  m o re .  I t s  e le m e n ts
a r e :
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(1 )  I t  i s  fo u n d e d  on a n o t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  as  a s y s te m  o f  e q u a l  
r e s p e c t  and  t r e a t m e n t ;
(2 )  Based  on  t h i s  p e r c e p t i o n ,  i t  p o s t u l a t e s  a b a s e l i n e  b e lo w  
w h ic h  no  one  can  d r o p ;
(3 )  I t  a d v o c a te s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 
p r a c t i c e s  w h ic h  p r e s e r v e  e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and  t r e a t m e n t ;
( 4 )  I t  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a l l  p e o p le  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  ( w o r k )  e q u a l l y  
i n  s o c i e t y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,
( 5 )  I t  p r o v i d e s  e q u a l  a c c e s s  f o r  a l l  p e o p le  t o  t h e  means o f  
l a b o r ;
( 6 )  I n  o r d e r  t o  h a ve  e q u a l  a c c e s s ,  a l l  p e o p le  own t h e  means o f  
l a b o r ;  t h e r e f o r e ,
( 7 )  The m o d e l d e n ie s  t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  u n l i m i t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  
a c q u i s i t i o n ;
( 8 )  The m o d e l i n c l u d e s  a c o n c e p t  o f  e c o n o m ic  d e m o c ra cy  as  a 
w o rk e r -m a n a g e m e n t  a p p ro a c h  t o  i n d u s t r y  and b u s in e s s  w h ic h  
p r e c l u d e s  c o m p e t i t i o n  and  ends  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  wage s y s te m .
CHAPTER I I I
CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN, JANE ADDAMS,
AND FEMINIST DISCONTENT
W ith  o u r  m ode l f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy now e s ta b l is h e d ,  we can 
use i t  to  a n a ly z e  and u n d e rs ta n d  a p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f  fe m in is m . As was 
p r e v io u s ly  m e n tio n e d , we w i l l  be u s in g  a p a r t i a l  l i s t i n g  o f  th e  w o rks  
o f  C h a r lo t t e  P e rk in s  S te ts o n  G ilm an  (1 8 6 0 -1 9 3 5 ) and Jane Addams (1 8 6 0 - 
1935) f o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e . The f o l lo w in g  i s  a b r i e f  summary o f  th e  w o rks  
w h ic h  a re  in c lu d e d .
In  1898, G ilm a n  a tte m p te d  to  answ er th e  q u e s t io n  o f  how to  
a c h ie v e  f u l l  e q u a l i t y  f o r  women in  an i n d u s t r i a l  s o c ie ty .  In  Women and 
E con o m ics , G ilm a n  c o n c lu d e s  th a t  i t  i s  b o th  m o r a l ly  and e c o n o m ic a lly  
n e c e s s a ry  t h a t  women w o rk  as men do. In  an a t te m p t to  d is p e l  th e  
"d o m e s t ic  m y th o lo g y "  and " m a t r i o l a t r y "  t h a t  p e rvad e d  h e r  t im e  and 
b lo c k e d  any m a jo r  change in  wom en's s o c ie t a l  r o le s ,  G ilm an  p u b lis h e d  
The Home in  1903, an e x p o s e ' o f  th e  h a rm fu l e f f e c t  o f  s e x - s te r e o t y p ic a l  
home l i f e  on women, t h e i r  f a m i l ie s ,  and , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  on s o c ie ty  
i t s e l f .  G ilm an  f i r m l y  b e l ie v e d  i n  th e  re d ee m in g  q u a l i t i e s  o f  w o rk  w h ic h  
i s  o f  b e n e f i t  to  s o c ie ty  w h i le  f u l f i l l i n g  th e  in d i v id u a l ,  a b e l i e f  she 
d e l in e a te s  in  1904, in  th e  b o o k , Human W ork. H ousew ork , in  G ilm a n 's  
v ie w , does n o t  a lw a y s  m eet th o s e  r e q u is i t e s .  The re a s o n  t h a t  women have 
been l im i t e d  to  th e  home is  t h a t  th e y  a re  s o c ia l iz e d  fro m  b i r t h  to  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a l l  th e y  can o r  s h o u ld  do , a theme t h a t  G ilm an  
d e v e lo p s  in  The Man-Made W o rld , p u b lis h e d  in  1911.
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Jane Addams, l i k e  G ilm a n , was e s s e n t ia l l y  an a c t i v i s t  and much 
o f  h e r  p u b lis h e d  w o rk  i s  c o m p ila t io n s  o f  th e  in n u m e ra b le  speeches and 
le c tu r e s  she gave in  th e  cause o f  h e r s o c ia l  w o rk . F o r exam p le ,
Democracy and S o c ia l E t h ic s , p u b lis h e d  in  1902, i s  a c o m p o s ite  o f  12 
le c tu r e s  t h a t  Addams d e l iv e r e d  a t  v a r io u s  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
a c ro s s  th e  c o u n try .  H ere Addams co n te n d s  th a t  th e  c o n ce p t o f  dem ocracy 
has e v o lv e d  in t o  a sys tem  o f ,  and com m itm ent t o ,  " s o c ia l  j u s t i c e "  and a 
p a r t i c u la r  ty p e  o f  l i f e s t y l e .  In  h e r  1912 p u b l ic a t io n ,  The S p i r i t  o f  
Y ou th  and th e  C i t y  S t r e e t s , Addams uses th e  p re d ic a m e n t o f  y o u n g , w o rk ­
in g  c la s s  p e o p le  c a u g h t up in  th e  ra p id  changes o f  an i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  
s o c ie ty  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  need to  expand d e m o c ra t ic  v a lu e s  to  i n d u s t r i a l  
and s o c ia l  l i f e .  Newer Id e a ls  o f  Peace (1927 ) i s  Addams' p le a  f o r  
r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  common human bond betw een a l l  p e o p le  and h e r  s t a t e ­
ment o f  hope th a t  t h i s  r e c o g n i t io n ,  w h ich  v a l id a te s  the  w o r th  o f  each 
in d iv id u a l ,  w i l l  s to p  h u m a n ity  f r o m  e x p lo i t in g  i t s  own k in d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
in  w a r.
We w i l l  now b e g in  to  exam ine th e  a s s u m p tio n s  G ilm an  and Addams 
make c o n c e rn in g  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  s o c ie ty .  These a s s u m p tio n s  s e rv e  
as G ilm a n 's  and Addams' j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a s s e r t in g  t h a t  s o c ie ty  h a s , 
th ro u g h  h is t o r y ,  been n a t u r a l l y  e v o lv in g  to w a rd  a c o o p e ra t iv e  s t a te .
E s ta b lis h m e n t and E v o lu t io n  o f  S o c ie ty
B o th  G ilm an  and Addams see s o c ie ty  as p ro g re s s in g  to  a b e t t e r  
s ta g e ,  an id e a l  c o n d i t io n .  They e x p re s s  b e l i e f  in  a good and p e r fe c ta b le  
human n a tu r e ,  and th e y  a re  " e n v ir o n m e n ta l is t s " ,  b e l ie v in g  t h a t  human 
c h a r a c te r  i s  shaped by th e  e n v iro n m e n t in  w h ic h  th e y  l i v e .  As s u c h , 
b o th  a u th o rs  e x p re s s  deep c o n c e rn  f o r  o r g a n iz in g  s o c ie ty  in  such  a way
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as to  b r in g  o u t th e  good in  p e o p le . B o th  a u th o rs  p o s tu la te  th e  p o s ­
s i b i l i t y  o f  a c h ie v in g  such a s o c ie ty  based on t h e i r  a s su m p tio n s  a bo u t 
th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
G ilm an  and Addams b o th  t e l l  us t h a t  i t  was " n a t u r a l "  p a r e n ta l  
a f f e c t io n  th a t  was th e  f i r s t  so u rce  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  They v ie w  th e  
d eve lo p m e n t o f  s o c ie ty  fro m  th e  p o in t  o f  t h a t  a f f e c t io n  onw ard 
d i f f e r e n t l y ,  h ow eve r.
G ilm an  p o s tu la te s  t h a t  a t  th e  v e ry  daw ning  o f  human c o n s c io u s ­
n e s s , th e  need o f  m o the r and c h i ld  f o r  each o th e r  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  f i r s t  
fo rm  o f  c o o p e ra t io n .  They were m u tu a l ly  dependen t in  th e  u n c i v i l i z e d  
s ta te  o f  s o c ie ty ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  th e y  became u n i f i e d  by a f f e c t io n .  T h is
happened, how eve r, " lo n g  b e fo re  fa th e rh o o d  was a n y th in g  more th a n  a
49m om entary in c id e n t " .  The m a le , a t  t h i s  p o in t ,  d id  n o t  c o n t r ib u te  to  
th e  c o o p e ra t io n .
T here  was to  come a t im e  when man began to  c o n t r ib u t e .  G ilm an  
t e l l s  us t h a t  w h i le  women and c h i ld r e n  w ere  le a r n in g  a f f e c t i o n ,  m a les 
w ere  f i g h t i n g  each o th e r  f o r  m a tin g  p a r tn e r s .  T h is  ended when m a les  
d e c id e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be e a s ie r  to  f i g h t  th e  s m a lle r  fe m a le  once and f o r  
a l l  f o r  m a tin g  p r iv i l e g e s  r a th e r  th a n  have to  w in  h e r  in  com bat w i t h  
o th e r  m a le s .
"T h e re  seems to  have  come a t im e  when i t  o c c u r re d  to  
th e  daw n ing  in t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h i s  a m ia b le  savage t h a t  i t  
was ch e a p e r and e a s ie r  to  f i g h t  a l i t t l e  fe m a le , and have  
i t  done w i t h ,  th a n  to  f i g h t  a b ig  m ale e v e ry  t im e .  So he 
i n s t i t u t e d  th e  cus tom  o f  e n s la v in g  th e  fe m a le ; and sh e , 
lo s in g  fre e d o m , c o u ld  no lo n g e r  g e t  h e r  own fo o d  n o r  t h a t
o f  h e r  y o u n g . "50
49
C h a r lo t te  P e rk in s  G ilm a n , Women and E con o m ics , ed. C a r l N. 
W e g le r (New Y o rk , 1966) H a rp e r & Row, p . 125.
5 0 I b i d . , p . 60 .
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T h is  in  tu r n  ta u g h t  man to  c a re  f o r  o th e r s ,  b eca u se , " . . . h e  m ust
c a re  f o r  w ha t he fo rb a d e  to  c a re  f o r  i t s e l f ,  e ls e  i t  d ie d  on h is  h a n d s ''.51
T h is  th e n  expanded c o o p e ra t iv e  u n d e rs ta n d in g .
"By t h i s  common in t e r e s t ,  e x is t in g  now n o t  o n ly  be ­
tw een m o th e r and c h i ld ,  b u t be tw een  f a t h e r ,  m o th e r, and 
c h i l d ,  g rew  up a w id e r  common c o n s c io u s n e s s ." 52
In  t h i s  w ay, men, who G ilm an c o n s id e rs  to  be n a t u r a l l y  d e s t r u c t iv e ,
w e re  " ta m e d " by women, who G ilm an  sees as b e in g  n a t u r a l l y  c o n s t r u c t iv e .
Women's s u b o r d in a t io n  was n e c e s s a ry  to  a c h ie v e  t h i s  end. Men had to
le a rn  to  be c i v i l i z e d  and to  c o o p e ra te .53 They have done so now, and
th e  s o c ia l i z in g  e f f e c t  o f  th e  s u b o rd in a te  woman i s  no lo n g e r  n e c e s s a ry  to
54
th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  s o c ie t y ,  G ilm an  c o n c lu d e s .
G ilm a n 's  a s s u m p tio n s  a b o u t th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t and e v o lu t io n  o f  
s o c ie t y ,  w h ic h  to d a y  seem a t  b e s t  p ic tu r e s q u e ,  a re  u s e fu l i n  p r o v id in g  
h e r  w i t h  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  two p r in c ip le s .  The f i r s t  o f  th e s e  i s  th e  
v a l id a t io n  o f  a c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  based on " h i s t o r y " .  G ilm an  has 
w r i t t e n  a s to r y  o f  h i s t o r y  in  w h ic h  man le a rn s  to  c a re  f o r  women and 
c h i ld r e n ,  and th u s  d is c o v e r  t h i s  s u p e r io r  mode o f  in t e r a c t io n - c o o p e r a t io n .  
" H is t o r y "  te a c h e s  t h a t  c o o p e ra t io n  i s  b e s t ,  s u p e r io r  to  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  
r e la t io n s .  " H is t o r y "  f o r  G ilm an  shows th a t  i t  i s  " n a t u r a l "  f o r  t h i s  
c o o p e ra t io n  to  expand to  in c lu d e  a l l  members o f  s o c ie ty .
The second p r i n c ip le  t h a t  G ilm an  j u s t i f i e s  th ro u g h  h e r  a s s u m p tio n s  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  s o c ie ty  i s  t h a t  o f  th e  c h a n g in g  r o le  and
5 1 I b id .  , p .  61. 
52 I b i d . , p . 125.
53 I b i d . ,  p .  1 2 6 -1 2 7 . 
5 4 I b i d . ,  p . 136.
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s ta tu s  o f  women. G ilm an  " p ro v e s "  t h a t  i t  was once n e c e s s a ry  f o r  women 
to  be s u b ju g a te d  to  men in  o rd e r  to  c i v i l i z e  them . S in ce  men a re  now 
tam e, th e re  i s  no lo n g e r  a need f o r  women to  be s u b o rd in a te .  I t  i s  
now " s a fe "  f o r  th e  s ta tu s  o f  women to  im p ro v e .
Addams, to o ,  makes c e r t a in  a s s u m p tio n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  e s ta b l is h ­
m ent o f  s o c ie t y .  F o r Addams, th e  p a th  to  a c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  i s  
d i f f e r e n t  fro m  G ilm a n 's .  A lth o u g h  she d o e s n 't  spend as much t im e  on i t  
as G ilm a n , Addams a ls o  a c c r e d i t s  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  to  
p a r e n ta l  a f f e c t io n  and th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  f a m i ly .  She speaks o f  "m a n 's  
m o t iv e  p o w e r”  as b e in g  fo u n d  in  "e le m e n ta l a p p e t i t e s " .  I t  was t h i s  
a p p e t i te  t h a t  d ro v e  man " . . . t o s e c u re  and p r o te c t  a m a te , d e v e lo p in g  
in t o  d o m e s tic  l i f e ,  w id e n in g  in t o  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  homes and c i t i e s ,  in t o  
th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  th e  a r t s  and a c a re  f o r  b e a u ty ." 5 5     The u n i f y in g
f a c t o r  o f  th e  f a m i ly ,  w i t h  i t s  e n s u in g  b e n e f i t s ,  i s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  
c h i ld r e n .
"T h a t w o n d e r fu l d e v o t io n  to  th e  c h i ld  seems a t  t im e s ,  
in  th e  m id s t  o f  o u r  s tu p id  s o c ia l  and i n d u s t r i a l  a r ra n g e ­
m e n ts , a l l  t h a t  keeps s o c ie ty  human, th e  to u c h  o f  n a tu re  
w h ic h  u n i te s  i t ,  as i t  was t h a t  same d e v o t io n  w h ic h  f i r s t  
l i f t e d  i t  o u t  o f  th e  swamp o f  b e s t i a l i t y . . .  I t  i s ,  o f  
c o u rs e , t h i s  trem endous fo r c e  w h ic h  makes p o s s ib le  th e  
f a m i ly ,  t h a t  bond w h ic h  h o ld s  s o c ie ty  to g e th e r ."56
E v e n tu a l ly ,  Addams t e l l s  u s , man fo u n d  cause  to  e n te r  in t o  t r i b a l  
r e la t io n s h ip s .  I t  was h e re  t h a t  a w id e r  s o c ia l  m o r a l i t y ,  i . e .  c o o p e ra ­
t i o n ,  began to  d e v e lo p .
55Jane Addams, The S p i r i t  o f  Y o u th  and th e  C i t y  S t r e e ts  (New 
Y o r k ) ,  1912) M a c M il la n ,  p . 52.
56 I b i d . ,  p .  3 3 -3 4 .
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" . . . P r i m i t i v e  man, by th e  v e ry  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f  h is  
h a rd  s t r u g g le  f o r  l i f e ,  came a t  l a s t  to  i d e n t i f y  h is  own 
e x is te n c e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  h is  t r i b e .  T r i b a l  l i f e  th e n  made 
room w i t h in  i t s e l f  f o r  th e  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  t h a t  com pass ion  
w h ic h  i s  th e  f i r s t  s te p  to w a rd s  s e n s i b i l i t y  and h ig h e r  
m o ra l s e n t im e n t . " 57
U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  t r i b a l  l i f e  e s ta b l is h e d  a d o u b le  s e t  o f  e t h ic s ,  
one f o r  th e  r e la t i o n  w i t h  t r i b a l  members and one f o r  r e la t io n s  w i th  
o u ts id e r s .  As t r ib e s  have grown in t o  n a t io n s ,  t h i s  d o u b le  s ta n d a rd  
has re m a in e d . C o n s e q u e n tly , we have n e v e r been a s s u re d  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  
p e a c e .58
Addams f in d s  a s o lu t io n  to  t h i s  p ro b le m  among th e  p o o re r  
members o f  th e  c o s m o p o lita n  c i t y .  Here she i s  r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  im m i­
g ra n ts  who w ere  f lo o d in g  in t o  A m e rica n  c i t i e s  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  i n  w h ic h  
she was w r i t i n g .  These im m ig ra n ts ,  Addams n o te s ,  have d i f f e r e n t  " t r i b a l  
h e r i t a g e s "  w h ic h  th e y  have g iv e n  up on o rd e r  to  merge in t o  a new
c u l t u r e . 5 9  Because th e  im m ig ra n ts  o f  d i f f e r i n g  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a re  so 
v a r ie d  in  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e s ,  th e y  a re  fo rc e d  as a w h o le  to  m eet on th e  
o n ly  common g round  re m a in in g  to  them —  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  s h a re d  h u m a n ity .
"B ecause  o f  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  a l l  e x te r n a l  
m a t te r s ,  i n  a l l  o f  th e  n o n - e s s e n t ia ls  o f  l i f e ,  th e  p e o p le  
i n  a c o s m o p o lita n  c i t y  a re  fo r c e d  to  fo u n d  t h e i r  com­
m u n ity  o f  in t e r e s t s  upon th e  b a s ic  and e s s e n t ia l  l ik e n e s s  
o f  t h e i r  common human n a t u r e . . . "60
In  t h i s  way th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  A m e rica n  c i t i e s  a re  la y in g  th e  
fo u n d a t io n s  f o r  in t e r n a t io n a l  peace , by  le a r n in g  th ro u g h  n e c e s s i ty  to  
a c c e p t and c o o p e ra te  w i t h  p e o p le  o f  o th e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s . 61
57Jane Addams, Newer Id e a ls  o f  Peace (London , 1927) M a c M il la n ,  p . 11 .
5 8 I b i d . , p . 11 .
59 I b i d . ,  p .  14.
6 0 I b i d . ,  p . 17.
61 I b i d . ,  p . 18.
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I t  i s  th ro u g h  th e s e  a s s u m p tio n s  t h a t  Addams c la im s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  h e r  b e l i e f  i n  th e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  a sys tem  o f  c o o p e ra t io n  be tw een  
a l l  p e o p le ,  n o t  j u s t  th o s e  o f  t h i s  s o c ie ty .  By assum ing  i t s  i n e v i t a b i l i t y ,  
she can n e x t  a rg u e  t h a t  i t  i s  p o in t le s s  to  w a i t  to  a c tu a l iz e  i t .  A t  th e  
t im e  she was w r i t i n g  t h i s ,  Addams was d e e p ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  p a c i f i s t  
e f f o r t  to  a v o id  th e  European c o n f l i c t  t h a t  became W orld  War I I .  Her 
a s s u m p tio n s  a b o u t th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  s o c ie ty  w o u ld  o b v io u s ly  s e rv e  w e l l  as 
a b u t t r e s s  to  t h i s  e f f o r t .
A n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  o b s e rv a t io n  h e re  i s  t h a t  Addams, b y  e m p h a s iz in g  
th e  common and e s s e n t ia l  h u m a n ity  o f  p e o p le ,  has now l a i d  th e  fo u n d a t io n  
f o r  a n o t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  d e f in e d  as e q u a l re s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t .  I t  w i l l  
be  r e c a l le d  t h a t  in  C h a p te r I  E ls h ta in  e x p la in s  t h a t  b o th  e q u a l r i g h t s  
and e q u a l re s p e c t  and t re a tm e n t  a re  based on th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t  a l l  
p e o p le  s h a re  a common bond o f  h u m a n ity ,  th u s  a l l  p e o p le  s h o u ld  have e q u a l 
r i g h t s  and e q u a l re s p e c t  and t re a tm e n t  a t  t h i s  p o in t .  Addams has n o t 
y e t  t o t a l l y  c o m m itte d  to  t h i s  n o t io n  o f  e q u a l re s p e c t  and t re a tm e n t .  We 
s h o u ld  n o te  th e  g ro u n d w o rk  f o r  i t  as i t  e x is t s  h e re ,  how ever.
In  sum m ary, we f in d  t h a t  th ro u g h  d i f f e r i n g  a s s u m p tio n s , G ilm an  
and Addams c o n c lu d e  t h a t  s o c ie ty  has th e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o o p e ra t io n  and 
t h a t  i t  i s  n a t u r a l  f o r  s o c ie ty  to  p ro g re s s  to w a rd  t h i s  g o a l.  The c o n c e p t 
o f  c o o p e ra t io n  i s  s t i l l  vague h e re ,  and th u s  we w i l l  soon move to  a 
c lo s e r  e x a m in a t io n  o f  w h a t t h e i r  n o t io n s  o f  a c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  a re .
B e fo re  d o in g  s o , we a re  g o in g  to  exam ine  th e  re a so n s  f o r  w h ic h  th e  
c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  has f a i l e d  to  be r e a l iz e d  and w h a t i t  i s  t h a t  i s  
b lo c k in g  th e  p a th .
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A n o th e r  p re fa c e  to  a d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  c o o p e ra t io n  i s  
th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  why c o o p e ra t io n  i s  o f  im p o rta n c e  to  fe m in is m  and 
th e  m ode l o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy t h a t  we a re  u s in g  to  a n a ly z e  fe m in is m .
R e c a l l  t h a t  th e  m ode l r e q u ir e s  an end to  c o m p e t i t io n  based on b o th  i t s  
r e je c t i o n  o f  a n o t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  as e q u a l o p p o r tu n i t y  and on th e  subse ­
q u e n t re q u ire m e n t f o r  e q u a l a c c e s s . I f  p e o p le  a re  n o t  c o m p e tin g  f o r  
s o c ia l  and econom ic  re w a rd s , and i f  th e y  a re  n o t  l i v i n g  i n  t o t a l  
i s o l a t i o n  fro m  one a n o th e r ,  th e n  how a re  th e y  in t e r a c t in g ?  We seem to  
be l e f t  w i t h  th e  answ er —  th e y  a re  c o o p e ra t in g .
H e re , th e n , we see t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  n o t io n  o f  fe m in is m  becom ing  
more u n d e rs ta n d a b le  in  l i g h t  o f  th e  m odel o f  s o c ia l  d em ocracy . By 
p o s t u la t in g  and a d v o c a t in g  a c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie t y ,  G ilm an  and Addams seem 
to  be r e je c t in g  c o m p e t i t iv e  s o c ie t y ,  w h ic h , i f  t r u e ,  w o u ld  be c o n s is te n t  
w i t h  s o c ia l  dem ocracy . A t  t h i s  p o in t ,  we a re  o n ly  n o t in g  th e  t r e n d .
A d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  i t s e l f  w i l l  be n e c e s s a ry  to  con ­
f i r m  t h i s  te n d e n c y .
P rob lem s B lo c k in g  th e  C o o p e ra t iv e  I d e a l
G ilm a n  a n d  Addams b o th  p o s tu la te  t h a t  s o c ie ty  i s  n a t u r a l l y  
p ro g r e s s in g  to  a c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  use d i f f e r e n t  assump­
t io n s  to  j u s t i f y  t h i s  s h a re d  b e l i e f .  B u t i s  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  s o c ie ty  has 
n o t  y e t  re a ch e d  th e  m ark and much m ust be done b e fo re  th e  id e a l  i s  
r e a l iz e d .  What i s  th e  p rob lem ?  Why has a c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  n o t  y e t  
been a t ta in e d ?
In  G ilm a n  we a re  a b le  to  i d e n t i f y  th re e  b ro a d  a re a s  o f  c o m p la in t  —  
" f a l s e "  econom ic  la w s , th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  home, and th e  s ta tu s  and
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r o le  o f  women. Addams i d e n t i f i e s  th e  t r o u b le  as l y in g  i n  s o c ia l  r e la ­
t io n s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  r e la t io n s ,  and , f i n a l l y ,  i n  w h a t she te rm s  " f i l i a l "  
r e la t io n s .  We s h a l l  d is c u s s  th e s e  a re a s  s e p a r a te ly ,  b e g in n in g  w i t h  t h a t  
o f  econom ic and i n d u s t r i a l  r e la t io n s .
E conom ic and I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s
G ilm an  t e l l s  us t h a t  one o f  th e  m a jo r  b lo c k s  to  th e  fo r m u la t io n  
o f  a c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  i s  o u r  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  f a ls e  econom ic c o n c e p ts  
and th e  su b se q u e n t e rro n e o u s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  we have a b o u t w o rk .
The f i r s t  and b a s ic  e r r o r  we make a b o u t econom ics  i s  w h a t G ilm an  
c a l l s  th e  Ego c o n c e p t.  T h is  f a ls e  a s s u m p tio n  i s  t h a t  human b e in g s  a re
s e p a ra te  e n t i t i e s ,  when in  t r u t h ,  G ilm an  t e l l s  u s , " th e  human c o n s c io u s -
62n e ss  i s  c o l l e c t i v e " .  G ilm a n 's  d i s t i n c t i o n  h e re  i s  be tw een w ha t she 
sees as b e in g  human c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  and w ha t a re  m e re ly  i n d iv id u a l
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  "T h a t we have a s e p a ra te  p e rs o n a l c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s
3n o t  d e n ie d , b u t  i t  i s  n o t  h u m a n ity . "  H u m a n ity  i s  fo u n d  in  c o l l e c t i v i t y .
Our f a i l u r e  to  see t h a t  h u m a n ity  i s  c o l l e c t i v e  has been b u t t r e s s e d  
by th e  e r r o r  o f  w h a t G ilm an  c a l l s  " th e  P le a s u r e - in - Im p r e s s io n "  th e o ry .
The i n d iv id u a l  can be made to  e x p e r ie n c e  p le a s u re  o r  p a in  by w h a t i s  
done to  h e r /h im .  What we have  f a i l e d  to  re c o g n iz e ,  says G ilm a n , i s  t h a t  
p le a s u re  and p a in  a re  n o t  e x c lu s iv e ly  r e a c t io n a r y .  P e o p le  a ls o  e x p e r­
ie n c e  p le a s u re  by a c t io n ,  and p a in  i s  a v o id e d  by a c t in g .  P e o p le  a c t  to
g a in  p le a s u re ,  b u t  we have f a i l e d  to  re c o g n iz e  t h a t .  P eop le  seem to
  64o n ly  n o t ic e  in co m e , n o t  o u tp u t .
62 C h a r lo t t e  P e rk in s  G ilm a n , Human W ork (New Y o rk , May, 1904) M c C lu re , 
P h i l l i p s  & C o ., p . 59.
6 3 I b i d . , p . 59 .
64 I b i d . ,  p . 61.
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H u m a n ity , b e in g  c o l l e c t i v e ,  a ls o  a c ts  to  g a in  c o l l e c t i v e  p le a s u re .
G ilm an  t e l l s  us t h a t  t h i s  c o l l e c t i v e  s o c ia l  a c t io n  i s  one o f  th e  g r e a te s t
human d e l ig h t s ,  b u t  i t  to o  has f a i l e d  to  be r e c o g n iz e d . 65 H u m a n ity  does
n o t  g a in  i t s  g r e a te s t  p le a s u re  fro m  im p re s s io n ,  fro m  w h a t i s  done to  i t ,
G ilm a n  s a y s , b u t  fro m  w h a t i t  does i t s e l f  in s te a d .
The P le a s u re - in - Im p re s s  io n  f a l l a c y  g iv e s  r i s e  to  th e  t h i r d
e rro n e o u s  e conom ic  c o n c e p t,  t h a t  o f  th e  Pay th e o r y .  G ilm a n  t e l l s  us t h a t
i f  we assume i t  i s  o n ly  p le a s u re  o r  p a in  incom es ( i n  th e  b ro a d  se n s e )
t h a t  makes p e o p le  a c t ,  th e n  we w i l l  c o n c lu d e  th a t  p e o p le  w i l l  n o t  w o rk
u n le s s  th e y  a re  re w a rd e d  f o r  i t ,  w h ic h  means in  modern s o c ie t y  t h a t
p e o p le  m ust be p a id .6 A l l i e d  w i t h  t h i s  Pay th e o ry  i s  th e  Want th e o r y ,  
w h ic h  w ro n g ly  assumes t h a t  p e o p le  w o rk  o n ly  to  g r a t i f y  w a n ts , and once 
th o s e  w a n ts  a re  s u p p l ie d ,  th e y  w i l l  no lo n g e r  w o rk . The Want th e o ry  
a ls o  t i e s  in t o  th e  Ego c o n c e p t by  a ssum ing  t h a t  p e o p le  o n ly  w o rk  to  
g r a t i f y  i n d iv id u a l  w a n ts , an a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  G ilm a n  te rm s  th e  S e l f - I n t e r e s t  
th e o ry .  T h is  we know as th e  la w  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t io n ,  G ilm a n  s a y s , and 
we t h in k  i t  i s  th e  f i r s t  la w  o f  n a tu re .  W rong, says  G ilm a n . The f i r s t
la w  o f  n a tu re  i s  to  p re s e rv e  th e  s p e c ie s ,  th e  " r a c e " .67
G ilm a n  r e f u t e s  th e  Pay th e o ry  o f  w o rk  by p o in t in g  o u t  a g a in  t h a t  
p e o p le  do n o t  o n ly  g a in  p le a s u re  by incom e b u t  a ls o  by o u tp u t .  F u r th e r ,  
as n o te d  u n d e r th e  P le a s u r e - in - Im p r e s s io n  d is c u s s io n ,  th e  g r e a te s t  
p le a s u re  comes fro m  o u tp u t ,  n o t  in p u t .  T h e re fo re  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  pay
6 5 I b i d . ,  p . 62.
66
I b i d . , p . 6 2 -6 4 .
67 I b i d .  , p . 6 5 -6 6 .
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is  q u e s t io n a b le .  G ilm an  uses th e  same a rgum en t to  r e f u t e  th e  Want 
th e o ry ,  s a y in g  th a t  i t  i s  th e  d e s ire  to  g a in  p le a s u re  t h a t  makes p e o p le  
w o rk . The g r e a te s t  p le a s u re  i s  in  c o l le c t i v e  a c t io n ,  and t h a t  i s  th e  
in c e n t iv e  to  w o rk , n o t  th e  d e s ir e  to  g r a t i f y  w a n ts .
The s ix t h  f a ls e  econom ic a s s u m p tio n  G ilm an  exam ines i s  th e  P a in  
th e o ry ,  w h ic h  h o ld s  t h a t  a d v e r s i t y  and d i f f i c u l t y  a re  good f o r  u s , 
because  th e y  make us r i s e  to  th e  o c c a s io n ,  th e re b y  im p ro v in g  o u rs e lv e s .  
T h a t i s  id io c y ,  G ilm an  sa ys . Many p e o p le  a re  a b le  to  r i s e  in  s p i t e  o f  
a d v e r s i t y ,  such as p o v e r ty ,  b u t many more a re  ru in e d  because  o f  i t .
G ilm an  says th a t  th e  P a in  th e o ry  i s  c o n fu s in g  c o in c id e n c e  w i t h  cause .6 8
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  n o t  o n ly  does G ilm an  use p o v e r ty
as an exam ple  o f  a d v e r s i t y  h e re  b u t a ls o  w e a lth ,  and she s ta te s  t h a t
b o th  p o v e r ty  and w e a lth  a re  i l l e g i t i m a t e . 69
G ilm an  t e l l s  us t h a t  th e  fo r e g o in g  s ix  e r r o r s  re g a rd in g  w o rk  
le a d  us to  c o n s id e r  w o rk  as c o n te m p t ib le .  She c r e d i t s  V e b la n  f o r  a lre a d y  
h a v in g  d is c u s s e d  t h i s  s i t u a t io n  in  h is  T h eo ry  o f  th e  L e is u re  C la s s , in  
w h ic h  i s  d is c u s s e d , " . . . h o w  la b o u r ,  b e in g  f i r s t  p e r fo rm e d  by women and 
them by conquered  o pp o ne n ts  made s la v e s ,  was d e s p is e d  by th e  e a r ly  
m in d , and how, f u r t h e r ,  th e  a b i l i t y  n o t  to  w o rk , in v o lv in g  th e  pow er to  
make o th e rs  w o rk  f o r  y o u , soon became an in g ra in e d  p r i n c ip le  o f  p r i d e . . . "  
G ilm an  c o n c lu d e s  h e r  summary o f  V e b le n  by s a y in g  t h a t  "T h is  a c c o u n ts  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  enough f o r  a la r g e  sh a re  o f  th e  (u n fa v o ra b le )  p o p u la r  
f e e l in g  a b o u t w o rk . " 70
68 I b i d . , p . 6 7 -7 0 .
69 I b i d . ,  p . 70.
70I b i d . , p . 179.
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G ilm a n 's  p o in t  i n  m ak ing  t h i s  o b s e rv a t io n  i s  to  show t h a t  i t  i s  
th e  e m p lo y e rs  who a re  c o n te m p t ib le ,  f o r  th e y  a re  d o in g  n o th in g  to  m a in ­
t a in  th e m s e lv e s  b u t  y e t ,  she s a y s , th e y  c a l l  th e m s e lv e s  in d e p e n d e n t and 
b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e y  " s u p p o r t "  th o s e  th e y  e m p lo y . G ilm an  f in d s  i t  p a ra ­
d o x ic a l  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  who a re  em ployed  a ls o  seems to  b e l ie v e  t h i s . 71
W ith o u t one q u a l i f y in g  n o te ,  G ilm a n 's  assessm ent seems u n f a i r .
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e re  a re  p e o p le  who own th e  means o f  la b o r  w i t h o u t  
w o rk in g  on th o s e  means. H ow ever, to  own th e  means does n o t  p re c lu d e  
w o rk in g .  Many ow ners a ls o  w o rk  w ith  w ha t th e y  own. We m ust assume th a t  
i t  i s  th e  fo rm e r ty p e  who e l i c i t  G ilm a n 's  d is d a in .
The l a s t  econom ic  f a l l a c y  w i t h  w h ic h  G ilm an  d e a ls  i s  th e  Law o f  
S u p p ly  and Demand. G ilm an  t e l l s  us t h a t  t h i s  e r r o r  i s  p a r t l y  a d e r i ­
v a t iv e  o f  th e  Want th e o ry ,  p a r t l y  based on " n a t u r a l  la w " ,  and p a r t i a l l y  
a t t r i b u t a b le  to  w ha t she te rm s  o u r  " a r t i f i c a l  m a rk e t" .  G ilm an  n o te s  
t h a t  t h i s  la w  s ta te s  t h a t  w here  t h e r e  i s  a demand, t h a t  i s  w ha t i s  
s u p p lie d  and th e re  a re  s u p p l ie s  to  meet th e  demands f o r  them ; s u p p ly  
e q u a ls  demand.
T h is  o b v io u s ly  i s n ' t  t r u e ,  says G ilm a n . Many p e o p le  s ta r v e ,  
f r e e z e ,  and s ic k e n  f o r  la c k  o f  n e c e s s a ry  s u p p l ie s .  And many p e o p le  
w a s te  s u p p l ie s  because  th e y  have more th a n  th e y  need . G ilm an  t e l l s  us 
t h a t  th e  la w  o f  s u p p ly  and demand can be m ore a c c u r a te ly  p h ra s e d  as th e  
la w  o f  th e  p ro d u c t  o f  human in d u s t r y  and p u rc h a s in g  pow er. H e re , th e n  
we have " p r o d u c t io n  = p u rc h a s in g  p o w e r" . T h is  fo rm u la  i s  f a l s e ,  a ls o  
says G ilm a n , in  t h a t  m a rk e t econom ics  w arns a g a in s t  " o v e r p r o d u c t io n " .
71I b i d . , p . 73.
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I f  th e  s u p p ly  e q u a ls  th e  demand th e n  th e  demand w i l l  n o t  be as g re a t
72and w i l l  no lo n g e r  e q u a l th e  s u p p ly .
Then i s  i t  demand th a t  c re a te s  a s u p p ly ?  Not n e c e s s a r i ly ,
G ilm a n  a n sw e rs .
" 'D e m a n d ' i s  n o t  a p ro d u c in g  a g e n t.  I t  does n o t
make them  s e l l  u n le s s  th e y  w na t t o . . . I t  does n o t  make
them w o rk  e v e n , u n le s s  th e y  a re  a b le  and w i l l i n g . " 73
F o r G ilm a n , w h a t c re a te s  " s u p p ly "  i s  th e  n a t u r a l  human d e s ir e  to  be p ro ­
d u c t iv e .
I t  i s  th e  econom ic  sys tem  th a t  i s  d e r iv e d  fro m  th e s e  f a ls e  la w s  
t h a t  im pedes s o c ie t y 's  p ro g re s s  to w a rd  a c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l ,  f o r  i t  
a l lo w s  ig n o ra n c e ,  p o v e r ty ,  and c r im e  to  become p a r t  o f  th e  human con ­
d i t i o n . 74 The econom ic  s t r u c t u r e  as i t  p r e s e n t ly  s ta n d s  a l lo w s  f o r  
c o n g e s t io n  o f  w e a lth  in  some s e c to rs  w h i le  e n g e n d e rin g  a b je c t  p o v e r ty  
in  o th e r s .  T h is  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e re  i s  s o m e th in g  w rong w i t h  th e  " s o c ia l  
o rg a n is m ." 75
E m erg ing  fro m  G ilm a n 's  c o n c e p t io n  o f  econom ics  i s  a p ic t u r e  o f  
w h a t she b e l ie v e s  to  be th e  " r i g h t "  k in d  o f  econom ic i n t e r a c t io n .
P e o p le  s h o u ld  w o rk  c o l l e c t i v e l y  because  th e y  a re  c o l l e c t i v e  by  n a tu re  
and because  th e  w o rk  g iv e s  them p le a s u re .  Because th e  n a tu re  o f  w o rk  
i s  c o l l e c t i v e ,  human p ro d u c t io n  s h o u ld  meet th e  needs o f  th e  t o t a l  
s o c ie t y ,  n o t  j u s t  i n d iv id u a l  n e e d s . No one s h o u ld  em p loy anyone to  
w o rk , and no one s h o u ld  be e x t e r n a l ly  em p loyed . S up p ly  and demand
72I b i d . , p . 7 3 -74 .
73 I b i d . , p . 75.
74I b i d . ,  p . 11.
75I b i d . , p . 13.
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th e o ry ,  in  th e  sense o f  s u p p ly  e q u a lin g  demand, s h o u ld  be a r e a l i t y  
once th e  m a rk e t c o n ce rn  f o r  " o v e r p r o d u c t io n "  i s  d is c a rd e d .  T here  s h o u ld  
be no p o v e r ty  o r  g re a t  a c c u m u la t io n s  o f  w e a lth .
The q u e s t io n  o f  em ploym ent and , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  o f  o w n e rs h ip  o f  
th e  means o f  la b o r ,  re m a in s  u n re s o lv e d . In  G ilm a n 's  id e a l ,  i f  no one 
i s  b e in g  em ployed  p e r s e , th e n  w ha t i s  th e  m ethod o f  p ro d u c t io n ?  Who 
owns th e  means o f  la b o r?  W i l l  h e r  id e a l  in c lu d e  a fo rm  o f  c a p i ta l is m ?
To a l lo w  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r  i s  a m isu se  
o f  th e  " s o c ia l  b o d y " ,  G ilm an  t e l l s  us . M ach ines s h o u ld  be used to  meet 
s o c ie t y 's  n e e d s , n o t  to  b e n e f i t  p r iv a t e  in d iv id u a ls .
" I n  o u r  b l in d  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  r e a l  s o c ia l  l i f e  and 
i t s  la w s , in  o u r  p e r s is t e n t  m a in te n a n ce  o f  a ru d im e n ta ry  
e g o ism , we have c la im e d  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e s e  e x ­
q u i s i t e l y  s o c ia l  p ro d u c ts  ( i . e .  m a c h in e s ), and have s t r i v e n  
to  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  m ig h ty  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  w e a lth  to  
p r iv a t e  c o n s u m p tio n ." 76
P r iv a te  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r  i s  w ro n g , a c c o rd in g  to  G ilm a n .
A lth o u g h  G ilm an n e v e r s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ta te s  in  one p la c e  th a t  I t  
i s  th e  p u b l ic  who s h o u ld  own th e  means o f  la b o r ,  she s t r o n g ly  im p l ie s  
i t  many t im e s .  F o r e xam p le , when a t t a c k in g  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  
means o f  la b o r ,  she s a y s ,
"On p u b l ic  la n d  g ra n te d  by th e  p u b l ic ,  w i t h  r i g h t s  
and f r a n c h is e s  g ra n te d  by th e  p u b l ic ,  w i t h  money sub­
s c r ib e d  by th e  p u b l ic ,  and w i t h  e la b o r a te ly  c o o rd in a te d  
la b o u r  p e r fo rm e d  by th e  p u b l ic ,  t h i s  fo rm  o f  p u b l ic  
s e r v ic e  ( i . e .  p r o d u c t io n )  i s  e s ta b l is h e d .  Then one man, 
o r  g ro u p  o f  men, i s  a llo w e d  to  "o w n " t h i s  g re a t  p ie c e  o f  
s o c ia l  m a c h in e ry , and p ro ce e d s  to  a d m in is te r  i t ,  n o t  
w i t h  re g a rd  to  th e  p u b l ic  a d v a n ta g e , b u t  w i t h  re g a rd  to  
th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  m anag ing  g ro u p  and o f  t h a t  s m a ll 
m in o r i t y  o f  th e  p u b l ic  who fu r n is h e d  th e  money f o r  th e  
e n te r p r is e .  "7
76I b i d . , p . 171 . 
77i b i d . ,  p . 211.
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One can o n ly  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  G ilm an  f e e ls  t h a t  th e  p u b l ic  by r i g h t  s h o u ld  
own th e  means o f  la b o r .
So we f in d  t h a t  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  i s  a n o th e r  econom ic  s t r u c tu r e  
t h a t  i s  b lo c k in g  th e  p a th  to  a c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty .
By now we have a good u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  w h a t i t  i s  t h a t  G ilm an  
th in k s  i s  w rong  e c o n o m ic a lly  w i t h  th e  p re s e n t  sys tem  and w h a t i t  i s  in  
econom ic  r e la t io n s  t h a t  i s  s to p p in g  th e  fo r m a t io n  o f  a c o o p e ra t iv e  
id e a l .  Her p ro p o s a ls  f o r  c o r r e c t in g  th e s e  f a u l t s  and e s ta b l is h in g  a 
c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  in  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r ,  "The  C oopera­
t i v e  I d e a l " .  We w i l l  now tu r n  to  Jane Addams and exam ine h e r  p e r c e p t io n  
o f  i n d u s t r i a l  r e la t io n s .
L ik e  G ilm a n , Addams sees th e  p ro b le m s  o f  s o c ie t y ,  and f o r
Addams, a ls o  th o s e  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  r e la t io n s ,  as stem m ing  fro m  in d u s t r y
and th e  econom ic  s t r u c t u r e . 78 The s o c ie t a l  i l l s  w h ic h  Addams i s  con­
ce rn e d  w i t h  a re  a ls o  th o s e  o f  c o n c e rn  to  G ilm an  —  p o v e r ty ,  c r im e , 
d is e a s e ,  and o th e r  s ig n s  t h a t  s o c ie ty  i s  n o t  a d ju s t in g  w e l l  to  in d u s ­
t r i a l i z a t i o n .
Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  th e  base  f o r  a l l  o f  s o c ie t y 's  p ro b le m s  is  
t h a t  p e o p le  a re  j u s t  b e g in n in g  to  le a r n  how to  a c t  i n  a s s o c ia t io n .
Because we a re  new a t  i t ,  we a re  s t i l l  t r y i n g  to  f i n d  th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  
m ethods w h ic h  w o rk  th e  b e s t .  One p ro b le m  h e re  i s  t h a t  we keep f a l l i n g  
b a ck  on i n d iv id u a l  r a t h e r  th a n  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t  to  d e a l w i t h  s o c ia l  
c o n c e rn s . Y e t i t  i s  c o o p e r a t iv e ,  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t io n  t h a t  i s  w a n te d , f o r  
t h a t  i s  u l t im a t e l y  o f  more use to  s o c ie t y .
78Addams, Peace, p . 42.
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" I f ,  as i s  many t im e s  s ta te d ,  we a re  p a s s in g  fro m  an 
age o f  in d iv id u a l is m  to  one o f  a s s o c ia t io n ,  th e re  i s  no 
d o u b t t h a t  f o r  d e c is iv e  and e f f e c t i v e  a c t io n  th e  in d iv id u a l  
s t i l l  has th e  b e s t  o f  i t .  He w i l l  s e c u re  e f f i c i e n t  r e s u l t s  
w h i le  c o m m itte e s  a re  s t i l l  d e l ib e r a t in g  upon th e  b e s t  m ethod 
o f  m ak ing  a b e g in n in g .  And y e t  i f  th e  need o f  th e  t im e s  
demand a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t ,  i t  may e a s i ly  be t r u e  t h a t  th e  
a c t io n  w h ic h  a p p e a rs  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  and y e t  i s  c a r r ie d  o u t 
upon th e  more h ig h ly  d e v e lo p e d  l i n e  o f  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t ,  
may re p re s e n t  a f i n e r  s o c ia l  q u a l i t y  and have a g r e a te r  
s o c ia l  v a lu e  th a n  th e  m ore e f f e c t i v e  i n d iv id u a l  a c t i o n . . .
Nowhere i s  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  m ore c le a r l y  th a n  in  i n d u s t r i a l  
r e la t io n s .
So Addams th in k s  t h a t ,  d i f f i c u l t  th o u g h  i t  may be a t  f i r s t ,  
s o c ie ty  m ust b e g in  to  w o rk  in  a s s o c ia t io n ,  f o r  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  has 
more " s o c ia l  v a lu e " .  By s o c ia l  v a lu e ,  Addams means t h a t  i t  i s  s o m e th in g  
w h ic h  moves s o c ie ty  to w a rd  c o o p e ra t io n .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s s o c ia te d  
e f f o r t  i s  needed in  d e a l in g  w i t h  in d u s t r y ,  Addams sa ys .
I t  i s  h e r d is c u s s io n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  in d u s t r y  t h a t  we le a r n  
t h a t  Addams c o n s id e rs  t h i s  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  to  be d em ocracy , o r  a t  
le a s t  to  be th e  d e m o c ra t ic  p ro c e s s .
"A  g ro w in g  c o n f l i c t  may be d e te c te d  be tw een  th e  
d e m o c ra t ic  id e a l ,  w h ic h  u rg e s  th e  workmen to  demand 
r e p r e s e n ta t io n  in  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  in d u s t r y ,  and 
th e  a c c e p te d  p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  th e  man who owns th e  c a p i t a l  
and ta k e s  th e  r i s k s  has th e  e x c lu s iv e  r i g h t  o f  manage­
m en t. I t  i s  in  r e a l i t y  a c la s h  be tw een  in d iv id u a l  o r  
a r i s t o c r a t i c  m anagem ent, and c o rp o ra te  o r  d e m o c ra t ic  
m anagem ent." 80
In  s u m m a riz in g  w h a t Addams i s  s a y in g ,  we f in d  t h a t  s o c ie ty  m ust 
s t a r t  a c t in g  i n  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  because  t h a t  ty p e  o f  a c t io n  has s o c ia l  
v a lu e  —  i t  le a d s  to  c o o p e ra t io n  —  w h ic h  i s  needed in  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a ­
t io n s .  In  in d u s t r y ,  Addams d e f in e s  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t ,  o r  d em ocracy , as
79Jane Addams, Dem ocracy and S o c ia l  E th ic s  (L o nd o n , 1902) 
M a c M illa n ,  p . 1 3 7 -1 3 8 .
80 I b i d . , p . 139.
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  w h ic h  i n  t u r n  means " r e p r e s e n ta t io n  i n  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  
o f  in d u s t r y " .
By s a y in g  t h a t  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  in  g e n e ra l and i n d u s t r i a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  p a r t i c u l a r  i s  d e m o cra cy , Addams b r in g s  th e  w e ig h t  o f  
s t r o n g  p u b l ic  s e n t im e n t  to  h e r a d v a n ta g e . G e n e ra l ly  in  A m e rica n  s o c ie t y ,  
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  Addams t im e ,  dem ocracy i s  e q u a te d  w i t h  good. To 
say t h a t  a t h in g  i s  d e m o c ra t ic  i s  to  say t h a t  i t  i s  g oo d , and t h a t  i t  i s  
th e  "A m e ric a n  w a y ". I f  Addams s e r io u s ly  hoped to  g e t  w o rk e rs  p a r t i c i ­
p a to r y  r i g h t s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  she w o u ld  b e n e f i t  b y  
im p ly in g  t h a t  n o t  to  have  i t  so w o u ld  be u n d e m o c ra tic .
L e t  us r e c a l l  now t h a t  we a re  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  d is c u s s in g  w h a t 
i t  i s  t h a t  Addams sees as b lo c k in g  th e  p a th  to  a c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie t y .
I s  n o n - p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  in d u s t r y  a b lo c k  to  t h i s  s o c ie t y ,  and i f  so , 
how?
I f  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  le a d s  to  c o o p e r a t io n ,  and i s  d e m o c ra t ic ,  
and i f  dem ocracy i s  e x p re s s e d  in  in d u s t r y  th ro u g h  w o rk e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
as Addams says  i t  i s ,  th e n  i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  th e  la c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w i l l  
be a b lo c k  to  th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie t y .  B u t why?
Addam s' m a jo r  c o n c e rn  i s  t h a t  any a c t io n  ta k e n  to w a rd  s o c ia l  
advance  t h a t  i s  n o t  done th ro u g h  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  fa c e s  a s t ro n g  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f a i l i n g .  No m a t te r  how m e r i t o r io u s  an u n d e r ta k in g  o f  an 
i n d iv id u a l  to  fo rw a rd  s o c ie t y ,  u n le s s  s o c ie ty  f e e ls  c o m m itte d  to  t h a t  
u n d e r ta k in g ,  i t  w i l l  fa d e  a f t e r  th e  in d i v id u a l ,  f o r  w h a te v e r re a s o n , 
w ith d ra w s .  The la c k  o f  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t ,  h e re  m ean ing  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
i s  a b lo c k  to  c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  because  no fo rw a rd  s te p  ta k e n
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81w ith o u t  i t ,  no m a t te r  how w e l l  in t e n t io n e d ,  i s  l i k e l y  to  s u r v iv e .  
T h e re fo re  s o c ie ty  c a n ' t  move ahead.
The f la w  in  t h i s  a rgum en t i s  t h a t  we a ls o  c a n n o t be a s s u re d  
t h a t ,  even th o u g h  a l l  p e o p le  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  m ak ing  a c e r t a in  d e c is io n  
o r  in  i n i t i a t i n g  a g iv e n  u n d e r ta k in g ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  f a i l .  P la n s  made by 
c o m m itte e s , to  use Addam s' e a r l i e r  exam p le , seem j u s t  as s u s c e p t ib le  
to  f a i l u r e  as do p la n s  made by in d iv id u a ls .
A m a jo r  o b je c t io n  to  Addams' o v e r a l l  th e o ry  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
le a d s  to  c o o p e ra t io n  i s  fo u n d  in  th e  o b s e rv a t io n  t h a t  i t  i s  p r e c is e ly  
when p e o p le  b e g in  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  t h a t  th e y  b e g in  to  a rg u e  and to  
p re s e n t  c o m p e tin g  id e a s .  Thus i t  seems odd to  p o s tu la te  t h a t  p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n  b re e d s  c o o p e r a t io n ,  u n le s s  one assumes Addams means t h a t  a f t e r  
a d e b a te  c o n c lu d e s  and a d e c is io n  i s  re a c h e d , s o c ie ty  in  g e n e ra l w i l l  
c o o p e ra te  in  e n a c t in g  i t .
So we f in d  t h a t  Addams d is c o v e rs  c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  b lo c k e d  
by  th e  la c k  o f  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  —  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  —  in  th e  f u n c t io n in g  
o f  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  o f  in d u s t r y .  N e x t we s h o u ld  
a s k , how does th e  q u e s t io n  o f  o w n e rs h ip  f i t  in t o  p a r t i c ip a t io n ?  I f  
e v e ry o n e  i s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  does t h a t  mean t h a t  th e y  a re  a ls o  ow ners o f  
th e  means o f  la b o r?
Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  i f  m ach ines  w o u ld  have  been c o n s id e re d  as 
" s o c ia l  p o s s e s s io n s "  fro m  th e  o u ts e t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  th e n  many 
o f  th e  e v i l s  o f  f a c t o r y  l i f e ,  such  as c h i ld  la b o r ,  p o o r w ages, and bad 
w o rk in g  c o n d i t io n s ,  m ig h t have  been a v o id e d . H ow ever, fro m  th e  f i r s t ,  
s o c ie ty  re g a rd e d  m a c h in e ry  as th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  p e rs o n  who p a id  f o r  
i t  when i t  became a f in is h e d  p ro d u c t ,  a lth o u g h ,  Addams s a y s , i t  seems
81 I b i d . ,  p . 153.
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82 Addams, P eace , p . 149.
more l o g i c a l  to  c o n s id e r  i t  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  many p e o p le  who in v e n te d  
and d eve lo p e d  i t .  Because s o c ie ty  a llo w e d  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e
means o f  la b o r ,  i t  was doomed to  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  m a la d ju s tm e n t t h a t  i t
has . 82
Because o f  t h i s  assessm en t by Addams, we can assume t h a t  she 
w o u ld  a d v o c a te  p u b l ic  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r ,  a lth o u g h  she 
n e v e r s p e c i f i c a l l y  says t h a t .  I t  i s  c le a r  t h a t  she th in k s  t h a t  p r iv a t e  
o w n e rs h ip  i s  i l l e g i t i m a t e .
N e x t we m ust make a co m p a riso n  be tw een  A ddam s ' and G ilm a n 's  
v ie w s  on th e  s u b je c t .  B o th  G ilm a n  and Addams see e le m e n ts  o f  th e  
econom ic  s t r u c t u r e  as b e in g  in  th e  way o f  s o c ie t y 's  e v o lu t io n  to  a 
c o o p e ra t iv e  s t a t e .  B oth  p ic t u r e  s o c ie ty  as b e in g  c o l l e c t i v e  in  n a tu r e .  
G ilm an  assumes th a t  s o c ie ty  has been t h i s  way f o r  a g re a t  w h i le .
Addams sees s o c ie t a l  c o l l e c t i v i t y  as a re c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e re fo re  
G ilm an  a t t r i b u t e s  s o c ie t y 's  i n a b i l i t y  to  see th e  e r r o r  o f  th e  econom ic  
sys tem  to  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  and p r e ju d ic e ,  w h i le  Addams f e e ls  t h a t  i t  i s  
o u r  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  dem ocracy and a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  g e n e r a l ly  w h ic h  
i s  s lo w in g  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  c o l l e c t i v i t y .
B o th  women t h in k  t h a t  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r  
i s  i l l e g i t i m a t e  and th e y  re c o g n iz e  th e  h a rm fu l e f f e c t  t h a t  p r iv a t e  
o w n e rs h ip  has had on s o c ie ty  by a l lo w in g  b o th  p o v e r ty  and th e  am ass ing  
g re a t  w e a lth  to  e x i s t .  B o th  G ilm an  and Addams w an t p u b l ic  o w n e rs h ip  o f  
th e  means o f  la b o r ,  a lth o u g h  G ilm a n  i s  more v o c a l on t h i s  p o in t  th a n  
Addams. Addams has begun h e re  to  la y  g ro u n d w o rk  f o r  th e  a c c e p ta n c e
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o f  a s y s te m  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t o  f u l f i l l  th e  d e m o c r a t ic  i d e a l  
w h i le  G ilm a n  s p e a k s  o f  p e o p le  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o l l e c t i v e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  
one  way i n  w h ic h  th e y  g a in  p le a s u r e .  G ilm a n  h a s  n o t  o f  y e t  m e n t io n e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y .
Now t h a t  we h a v e  an u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  how th e  e c o n o m ic  s t r u c t u r e  
and i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  a re  b lo c k in g  th e  p a th  t o  c o o p e r a t io n  we s h a l l  
move to  a d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  women and f i l i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and 
how G ilm a n  and  Addams v ie w  t h e i r  r o le s  i n  th e  p r o g r e s s io n  to w a rd  
c o o p e r a t io n .
S ta tu s  o f  Women and  F i l i a l  R e la t io n s
G ilm a n  f i n d s  a n o th e r  h in d r a n c e  to  c o o p e r a t io n  to  be  th e  d e p e n d e n t 
e c o n o m ic  p o s i t i o n  o f  women w i t h i n  s o c ie t y .  She c a l l s  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  
t h a t  i t  i s  o n ly  i n  hum ans t h a t  we f i n d  th e  fe m a le  o f  th e  s p e c ie s  
d e p e n d e n t on th e  m a le  f o r  fo o d ,  a c o n d i t i o n  G ilm a n  c o n s id e r s  t o  be  a 
r e s u l t  o f  m a n 's  e a r l y  e n s la v e m e n t o f  woman f o r  m a t in g  p r i v i l e g e s .
G ilm a n  t e l l s  us  t h a t  i n  no o th e r  s p e c ie s  does  th e  fe m a le  p e rm a n e n t ly  
d epen d  on  th e  m a le  f o r  e c o n o m ic  s u r v i v a l ,  b y  w h ic h  G ilm a n  means fo o d
and s h e l t e r .  83
G ilm a n  t e l l s  us t h a t  when t h i s  e c o n o m ic  f a c t o r  was in t r o d u c e d
to  th e  s e x - r e l a t i o n ,  i t  c a u s e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  " o v e r - s e x in g "  i n
women. B ecause  a woman now n e e d e d  t o  a t t r a c t  a man t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  i n
o r d e r  t o  s u r v iv e ,  as  w e l l  as  t o  m a te , h e r  s e x - d i s t i n c t i o n  becam e
e x c e s s iv e .  Women becam e h y p e r - f e m in in e .8 4  When b o th  men and  women
83 G ilm a n ,  E c o n o m ic s , p .  5 -6 .  
8 4 I b i d . ,  p .  3 0 -3 4 .
85 I b i d . ,  p . 6 2 -6 3 .
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had been e c o n o m ic a lly  in d e p e n d e n t,  th e y  needed each o th e r  o n ly  f o r
m a tin g . Man was a t t r a c t e d  to  woman because  o f  h e r se x . As she became
dep e nd e n t on h im  e c o n o m ic a l ly ,  h e r  s e x - d is t in c t io n  became m ore and more
e x a g g e ra te d , because  i t  i s  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  w h ic h  d raw s men to  women.
In  m odern s o c ie ty  we a re  a t  th e  s ta g e  w he reby  women’ s econom ic  p r o f i t
85comes th ro u g h  h e r  pow er o f  s e x - a t t r a c t io n .
We r e c a l l  fro m  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  G ilm a n 's  a s s u m p tio n s  re g a r d in g  
th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  s o c ie ty  t h a t  she e x p la in e d  wom an's s u b o r d in a t io n  
to  man as a c o n d i t io n  n e c e s s a ry  to  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  ra c e ,  f o r  i t  
was in  t h i s  way t h a t  man became c i v i l i z e d  and le a rn e d  to  c o o p e ra te  w i th  
o th e rs  f o r  t h e i r  m u tu a l s u r v iv a l .  T h a t,  h o w e ve r, was a p r im i t i v e  
c o n d i t io n ,  and s h o u ld  have  been j u s t  one more s te p  in  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  G ilm a n  s a y s . Y e t ,  somehow, w h i le  men w ere  b u i ld in g  
in d u s t r y  and a r t  and s c ie n c e ,  women g o t s tu c k  in  t h i s  p r im i t i v e  s ta g e  
and have y e t  to  p ro g r e s s ,  she n o te s .  G ilm an  t e l l s  us t h a t  th e  c o n t in ­
uance o f  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  k e e p in g  women e c o n o m ic a lly  d ep e nd e n t on men 
has im p o r ta n c e  in  re g a rd  to  m odern p ro b le m s . Woman g a in s  h e r  l i v e l i h o o d  
th ro u g h  h e r  sex r e l a t i o n  w i t h  man and n o t  th ro u g h  any s o r t  o f  in d u s ­
t r i a l  o r  p r o d u c t iv e  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  s o c ie ty  as a w h o le . T h e re fo re  
s o c ie ty  has l o s t  th e  s k i l l s  and g i f t s  t h a t  women have  to  o f f e r .  F u r th e r ­
m ore , G ilm a n  s a y s , because  woman can r e c e iv e  o n ly  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  g iv e n  
h e r  r a t h e r  th a n  e a rn in g  i t  h e r s e l f ,  and because  she does n o t  know th e  
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  o b ta in in g  th e s e  goods f i r s t - h a n d ,  woman has a trem endous 
a p p e t i t e  f o r  c o n s u m p tio n . I t  i s  t h i s  e x c e s s iv e  c o n s u m p tio n  t h a t  i s  a t  
th e  r o o t  o f  th e  f a i l u r e  f o r  p e o p le  to  c o o p e ra te ,  G ilm an  c o n c lu d e s , f o r
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men m ust c o n s ta n t ly  com pete  in  o rd e r  to  a c h ie v e  th e  means f o r  g a in in g
86e x c e s s iv e  w e a lth .
F o r G ilm a n , th e n ,  th e  s ta tu s  o f  women w i t h in  s o c ie t y  adds to  
th e  e con o m ic  p ro b le m s  w h ic h  s to p  c o o p e ra t io n .  Addams a ls o  v ie w s  th e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  women as a s tu m b l in g - b lo c k  in  th e  ro a d  o f  p ro g re s s  b u t  
Addams sees i t  as b e in g  a q u e s t io n  o f  v a lu e s ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  e c o n o m ic s .
Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  women, p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a u g h te rs ,  have  been 
v ie w e d  as f a m i ly  p o s s e s s io n s .  When women a re  v ie w e d  th u s ,  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s o c ie t y  in  g e n e ra l and th e  f a m i ly  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  to  a c c e p t
th e  id e a  t h a t  women a re  a ls o  p a r t  o f  th e  " s o c ia l  o r d e r "  and t h a t  th e y
to o  have  s o m e th in g  to  o f f e r  th e  s t a t e  and s o c ie t y .  87 T h us , i f  a woman 
w is h e s  to  m a r ry ,  th e  f a m i ly  a c c e p ts  and w e lcom es i t ,  f o r  th e  woman, 
as a f a m i ly  p o s s e s s io n ,  re m a in s  s u c h , and o n ly  e n la rg e s  th e  f a m i ly  
i t s e l f .  I f ,  h o w e ve r, th e  woman a t te m p ts  to  f u l f i l l  w h a t Addams c a l l s  
th e  " s o c ia l  o r  d e m o c ra t ic  c la im "  —  i f  th e  woman a t te m p ts  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in  s o c ie t y  o u ts id e  th e  f a m i ly ,  th e n  she i s  c o n s id e re d  to  be th r e a te n in g
th e  f a m i ly  c la im . 88
Addams f e e ls  t h a t  m odern e d u c a t io n  i s  te a c h in g  women t h a t  th e y  
do have  an o b l ig a t io n  to  s e rv e  s o c ie t y ,  y e t  th e  f a m i ly  c la im  to  women 
i s  r e p r e s s in g  t h i s  s o c ia l  c la im .  Because women a re  c lo s e  to  th e  f a m i ly  
and lo v e  i t ,  th e y  w i l l  u s u a l ly  g iv e  up s o c ia l  w o rk  i n  o rd e r  to  p le a s e  
th e  f a m i ly .  The r e s u l t  i s  b o th  an unhappy woman and a lo s s  o f  s k i l l  to  
s o c ie t y . 89
8 6 I b i d . ,  p . 1 1 8 -1 1 9 . 
87Addams, D em ocracy , p . 82 . 
8 8 I b i d . ,  p . 7 4 -7 5 .
8 9 I b i d . , p .  8 5 -8 6 .
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Addams, l i k e  G ilm a n , a l lu d e s  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i le  women a re  
in  th e  home, th e y  a re  t r a in e d  o n ly  to  a c c u m u la te  goods and , as a
r e s u l t ,  le a r n  to  d i s t r u s t  t h e i r  " f i n e r  im p u ls e s " ,  th o s e  le a d in g  h e r  to
a w id e r  s o c ia l  com m itm en t.90 Addams does n o t  exam ine  t h i s  in  d e p th  
b u t  m e re ly  a l lu d e s  to  i t .
S o c ia l  c o o p e ra t io n  i s  th w a r te d ,  th e n , Addams s a y s , because  
i n d iv id u a ls ,  m ost p a r t i c u l a r l y  women, a re  h o n o r in g  th e  c la im s  made on 
them  by th e  f a m i ly ,  b u t  th e  fa m i ly  i s  n o t  a l lo w in g  them  to  h o n o r th e  
c la im s  made by s o c ie t y .
W h ile  e x a m in in g  t h i s  is s u e  o f  th e  s ta tu s  o f  women and th e  r o le  
o f  f i l i a l  r e la t i o n s  as a b lo c k  to  c o o p e r a t io n ,  G ilm a n  and  Addams b o th  
seem to  le a v e  a m a jo r  is s u e  u n re s o lv e d :  Why i s  i t  t h a t  women have  a 
s p e c ia l  g i f t  to  g iv e  s o c ie ty ?  What i s  th e  G i f t ?  Why i s  i t  t h a t  G ilm a n  
and Addams b e l ie v e  t h a t  wom en's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s o c ie ty  w i l l  change 
s o c ie ty ?  C ou ld  i t  n o t  b e  t h a t  s o c i e t y  w i l l  change women and m e re ly  in c lu d e  
them in  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  m ank ind  r a th e r  th a n  women h u m a n iz in g  th o s e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  m odern e d u c a t io n  has begun to  te a c h  
women a sense  o f  s o c ia l  o b l ig a t io n  —  has i t  n o t  ta u g h t  t h a t  o b l ig a t io n  
to  men? G ilm a n  says  men a re  c o m p e t i t iv e  i n  o rd e r  to  s u p p o r t  women and 
th e  a c c u m u la t io n s  o f  th e  home. I f  women b e g in  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s o c ie t y ,  
why does she t h in k  t h a t  p e o p le  w i l l  a c c u m u la te  le s s ,  s in c e  th e re  w o u ld  
now be tw o a d u l t s  to  c o n t r ib u t e  to  th e  am a ss ing  o f  w e a lth .  Because 
b o th  G ilm a n  and Addams f a i l  to  a d d re s s  th e s e  q u e s t io n s ,  one assum es 
t h a t  th e y  a re  a d o p t in g  th e  " a n g e l - in - d is g u is e "  v ie w  o f  fe m a le  c h a r ­
a c te r  w h ic h  p o s tu la te s  t h a t  women a re  in h e r e n t ly  v i r t u o u s  and a re
9 0 I b i d . , p . 8 9 -9 0 .
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on a h ig h e r  m o ra l p la n e  th a n  men. T h is  v ie w  w o u ld  a l lo w  them  to  a rg u e  
t h a t  because  women a re  v i r t u o u s ,  th e y  w i l l  b r in g  t h a t  v i r t u e  w i t h  them  
to  s o c ie t y  i f  th e y  a re  a llo w e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e .
In  co m p a rin g  G ilm a n  and Addams, we f in d  t h a t  b o th  women v ie w  
th e  s ta tu s  o f  women as a h in d ra n c e  to  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a c o o p e ra t iv e  
s o c ie t y .  G ilm an  sees th e  econom ic  r e la t i o n  be tw een  men and women as an 
in c e n t iv e  to  co m p e te , b o th  in  t h a t  women com pete  be tw een  th e m s e lv e s  in  
an a t te m p t to  a t t r a c t  man to  s u p p o r t  them  and t h a t  men com pete  in  o rd e r  
to  g e t  th e  e x c e s s iv e  goods needed to  s u p p o r t  th e  women. Addams v ie w s  
th e  v a lu e s  o f  f a m i ly  l i f e  as an o b s ta c le  because  th e  f a m i ly  demands 
p r im a ry  a l le g ia n c e  fro m  women, th u s  d e n y in g  them  th e  r i g h t  to  p a r t i c i ­
p a te  and make c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  s o c ie t y .  B o th  G ilm a n  and Addams c o n s id e r  
women to  have  e x c e s s iv e  a p p e t i te s  f o r  w e a lth  due to  t h e i r  s u b o rd in a te  
p o s i t i o n  in  s o c ie t y .  B o th  see s o c ie ty  as lo s in g  v a lu a b le  t a le n t s  due 
to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by women.
T h is  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  s t a tu s o f  women le a d s  us to  an a n a ly s is  
o f  th e  home as a n e g a t iv e  f a c t o r  in  s o c ie ty  and to  a g e n e ra l d is c u s s io n  
o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fe m a le  " n u r t u r in g "  o c c u p a t io n s ,  such  as h o u s e k e e p in g  
and c h a r i t y  w o rk .
The Home and S o c ia l  R e la t io n s
We have  a lr e a d y  d is c u s s e d  G ilm a n 's  v ie w  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women 
as a n e g a t iv e  e le m e n t o f  s o c ia l  l i f e .  G ilm a n  a ls o  sees th e  r o le  o f  
women in  th e  home as n e g a t iv e ,  an is s u e  we w i l l  exam ine  h e re .
G ilm a n 's  m a jo r  o b je c t io n  to  th e  home i s  t h a t  i t  i s  w a s te fu l .  
F i r s t ,  th e re  i s  an enorm ous w a s te  o f  la b o r .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  la b o r  
i s  u s u a l ly  u n p a id  does n o t  make i t  any le s s  s o ,  says  G ilm a n . H a l f  o f
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s o c ie t y 's  p o p u la t io n  s ta y s  home to  cook and c a re  f o r  th e  o th e r  h a l f ,
G ilm an n o te s ,  and th a t  re d uce s  th e  w o rk  fo r c e  s u b s t a n t ia l l y .  She
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o in t  by e xam p les , show ing  t h a t  i f  h a l f  th e  members o f
a s h ip 's  c rew , lu m b e r camp, o r  company o f  s o ld ie r s  w ere  em ployed s o le ly
to  w a i t  on a o n e - to -o n e  b a s is  on th e  o th e r  h a l f ,  we w o u ld  see th e  w a s te
o f  la b o r  as o b v io u s . T h is  i s  one ty p e  o f  w a s te  we f in d  in  th e  home.91
The second m a jo r k in d  o f  w a s te  G ilm an  d e te c ts  in  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n
o f  th e  home i s  t h a t  o f  th e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  th e  " p la n t " ,  th e  home f a c t o r y .
In  e v e ry  home th e re  i s  th e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  u t i l i t i e s  and m ach ines —
k i t c h e n ,  p a n t r y ,  la u n d ry ,  s e rv a n ts  q u a r te r s ,  e tc .  A l l  p e o p le  have to
pay s e p a ra te ly  f o r  t h e i r  own home p la n t ,  a l l  s i t t i n g  s id e - b y - s id e  down
e v e ry  s t r e e t  —  tw e n ty  k i tc h e n s  w here  G ilm an  says one w o u ld  do.92
G ilm an  th e r e fo r e  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t ,  " . . . t h e  d o m e s tic  sys tem  o f
fe e d in g ,  c lo t h in g ,  and c le a n in g  h u m a n ity  c o s ts  m ore t im e ,  m ore s t r e n g th ,
and more money th a t  i t  c o u ld  c o s t  i n any o th e r  way e x c e p t a b s o lu te
in d iv id u a l  i s o l a t i o n . " 93
A n o th e r o b je c t io n  th a t  G ilm an  has to  th e  home as we know i t  i s  
w h a t i t  does to  th e  p e o p le  in  them . G ilm an  p o r t r a y s  th e  m odern house ­
h o ld  as a s t i f l i n g  e n v iro n m e n t w h ic h  weakens p e o p le  p h y s ic a l l y  and 
m o r a l ly .  G ilm an  t e l l s  us t h a t  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  fo o d  i s  th e  m a in  
b u s in e s s  o f  h o u s e k e e p in g , ta k in g  th e  m ost la b o r  and i s  th e  m a in  expense . 
B u t f o r  a l l  th e  t im e  and money we p u t  in t o  home c o o k in g ,  w h a t a re  th e
91C h a r lo t te  P e rk in s  G ilm a n , The Home, I t s  W ork and In f lu e n c e  
(New Y o rk ,  1 9 0 3 ), p . 117.
92 I b i d . ,  p . 118.
9 3 I b i d . , p . 52.
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r e s u l t s ?  A re  we w e l l - n o u r is h e d ,  s t ro n g  p e o p le  because  o f  i t ?  No, says
G ilm a n . " . . . N o  o th e r  a n im a l i s  so d ep raved  in  i t s  fe e d in g  h a b i t s  as
man; no o th e r  a n im a l has so many d is e a s e s  o f  th e  a l im e n ta r y  sys tem .
The dog ra n k s  n e x t  to  us in  d is e a s e s , and s h a re s  o u r  h o m e -c o o k in g ."
G ilm an  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  h o m e -c o o k in g , one o f  th e  m a jo r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f
th e  h o u s e w ife , causes p h y s ic a l l y  weak, f a t ,  u n d e r-n o u r is h e d  p e o p le .94
The e f f e c t  o f  women in  th e  home on c h i ld r e n  i s  even more
d e s t r u c t iv e ,  in  G ilm a n 's  v ie w . Women a re  e x p e c te d  to  l i v e  day in  and
day o u t  w i t h  s m a ll c h i ld r e n  who have v e ry  s p e c ia l  n ee d s . S o c ie ty
e x p e c ts  women to  know i n s t i n c t i v e l y  how to  m eet th o s e  needs when in
t r u t h ,  G ilm an  s a y s , many women do n o t  have th e  tem pe ra m e n t, t a le n t s ,
and s k i l l s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  c h i ld  c a re . We e x p e c t m o th e rs  to  e d u c a te  th e
c h i ld r e n ,  even i f  th e y  have  no t a l e n t  as te a c h e rs .  The r e s u l t  i s
95
unhappy, h y s t e r i c a l  women and n e u r o t ic , p o o r ly  e d u ca te d  c h i ld r e n .
F in a l l y ,  th e  home h a s  a p o o r  e f f e c t  on th e  men who l i v e  in  them . 
We have a lr e a d y  n o te d  G ilm a n 's  v ie w  th a t  the  home p la c e s  an u n f a i r  
f i n a n c ia l  b u rd e n  on th e  man, m ak ing  h im  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  s e c u r in g  enough 
excess  w e a lth  to  s u p p o r t  t h i s  is o la t e d  and c o m p le te  d o m e s tic  f a c t o r y .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  G ilm a n  t e l l s  u s , men a re  s u b je c te d  to  th e  b e l i t t l i n g  
e f f e c t  o f  h a v in g  to  l i v e  w i t h  a p e rs o n  o f  l im i t e d  e x p e r ie n c e  and u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  o f  th e  w o r ld .  He n o t  o n ly  assumes a f i n a n c ia l  b u rd e n  f o r  th e  
woman b u t  a ls o  a m e n ta l b u rd e n , f o r  he m ust c a re  f o r  h e r  and lo o k  o u t  
f o r  h e r  in t e r e s t s  as w e l l  as h is  own r a th e r  th a n  b e in g  a b le  to  s h a re
9 4 I b i d . ,  p . 129.
95 G ilm a n , E conom ics , p . 2 80 -2 9 4 .
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th a t  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  w i t h  h e r ,  G ilm an  n o te s .  96 The b e l i e f  t h a t  a man
e n jo y s  t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a d o m e s tic a te d  woman i s  " . . . o n e  o f  th e  r o a r in g  
jo k e s  o f  h i s t o r y " ,   97a c c o rd in g  to  G ilm a n .
I t  i s  o b v io u s  fro m  G ilm a n 's  d is c u s s io n  t h a t  h e r  v ie w  o f  th e  
house i s  p r im a r i l y  m id d le  and u p p e r c la s s .  Low er c la s s  women, a lth o u g h  
a ls o  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  c o o k in g  and c h i ld  c a re ,  do sh a re  th e  m an 's  " w o r ld ly  
b u rd e n s "  o f  f i n a n c ia l  and m e n ta l c o n c e rn s  as a r u le  f o r  th e y  m ust 
w o rk  o u ts id e  th e  home in  o rd e r  f o r  th e  fa m i ly  to  s u r v iv e  f i n a n c i a l l y .  
F u r th e rm o re ,  w h i le  m ost lo w e r  c la s s  homes w o u ld  m ost p ro b a b ly  in c lu d e  
th e  expense  o f  m a in ta in in g  t h e i r  own k i t c h e n s ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  th e y  
a ls o  w o u ld  be b u rde n ed  w i t h  th e  expense o f  a p a n t r y ,  la u n d r y ,  and 
s e rv a n ts  q u a r te r s .
To sum m arize , G ilm an  t e l l s  us th a t  th e  home is  a b u rd e n  to  
s o c ie ty  because  i t  i s  w a s te fu l  o f  la b o r  and s u p p l ie s ,  i t  fo r c e s  women 
in t o  r o le s  f o r  w h ic h  th e y  a re  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u i t e d ,  such  as cooks and 
te a c h e r s ,  and i t  d o u b ly  b u rd e n s  men, f i n a n c i a l l y  and m e n ta l ly .  Jane  
Addams a ls o  s h a re s  many o f  th e s e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  th e  home w i t h  G ilm a n .
We have a lr e a d y  seen how Addams c o n s id e rs  th e  fa m i ly  to  be an 
e le m e n t p r e v e n t in g  c o o p e ra t io n  i n  s o c ie ty  by  v e to in g  s o c ia l  c la im s  in  
fa v o r  o f  f a m i ly  c la im s .  T h is  f a m i l i a l  te n d e n c y  i s  f u r t h e r  compounded 
by  th e  c o n fu s e d  p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e  f a m i ly  t h a t  f o r  women to  f u l f i l l
f a m i ly  o b l ig a t io n s ,  th e y  m ust p e r fo rm  d o m e s tic  s e r v ic e ,  Addams t e l l s  u s . 98
96 G ilm a n , Home, p . 2 7 5 -2 7 9 .
9 7 I b ld . ,  p . 280.
98 Addams, D em ocracy, p . 106 .
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To e x e m p li fy  t h i s ,  Addams a ls o  uses th e  exam ple  o f  h o m e -c o o k in g . F o r 
some re a s o n , Addams s a y s , we f e e l  t h a t  a woman i s  n o t  s e r v in g  h e r  
f a m i ly  u n le s s  she cooks  f o r  them . We have  a llo w e d  a l l  o th e r  in d u s t r ie s  
to  become s p e c ia l iz e d  and assumed by m odern i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e ,  such  as 
w e a v in g  and th e  m a k in g  o f  c lo th e s ,  Addams n o te s ,  b u t  we i n s i s t  t h a t  
women s e rv e  s o c ie t y  by s e r v in g  th e  f a m i ly ,  and w h a t women a re  e x p e c te d  
to  s e rv e  i s  fo o d .
I f  women w o u ld  abandon t h i s  m is c o n c e p t io n ,  th e n  Addams b e l ie v e s  
t h a t  we w o u ld  come to  see th a t  th e  woman who s e rv e d  h e r  f a m i ly  b e s t  
was one who made i t  p a r t  o f  th e  com m un ity  l i f e .
"W ere she i n  l i n e  e t h i c a l l y ,  (woman) w o u ld  have to  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  s a c re d n e s s  and b e a u ty  o f  f a m i ly  l i f e  
do n o t  c o n s is t  i n  th e  p ro c e s s e s  o f  th e  s e p a ra te  p r e p a r a t io n  
o f  fo o d ,  b u t  in  s h a r in g  th e  c o rp o r a te  l i f e  o f  th e  com­
m u n ity ,  and in  m a k in g  th e  f a m i ly  th e  u n i t  o f  t h a t  l i f e . "  99
So f o r  Addams, i t  i s  b o th  th e  o v e r a l l  e x p e c ta t io n  o f  th e  fa m i ly
t h a t  s t ip u la t e s  t h a t  women s h o u ld  s e rv e  th e  fa m i ly  and th e  s p e c i f i c
v a lu e  o f  th e  fa m i ly  t h a t  says  t h i s  s e r v ic e  i s  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  d o m e s tic
w o rk  t h a t  makes th e  home in im i c a l  to  c o o p e ra t io n .
H ousew ork i s  a t r a d i t i o n a l  dom ain f o r  women and Addams c o n c e rn s
h e r s e l f  w i t h  e x p la in in g  how th e  v a lu e s  w h ic h  r e in f o r c e  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n
a re  h a rm fu l to  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  s o c ie t y .  A la r g e r  f i e l d  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l
w o rk  f o r  women i s  w h a t Addams c a l le d  " c h a r i t y "  w o rk . H e re , to o ,  th e
v a lu e s  on w h ic h  th e  o c c u p a t io n  i s  based  a re  v ie w e d  as w rong  by Addams,
and because  th e y  a re  w rong  v a lu e s ,  th e y  b lo c k  s o c ie t y 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g
o f  c o o p e ra t io n .
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A ddam s ' f i r s t  o b s e rv a t io n  i s  t h a t  we r e a l l y  have no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  c o n s id e r in g  th e  a l l e v i a t i o n  o f  s o c ia l  i l l s  as c h a r i t y .  F o r Addams, 
dem ocracy im p l ie s  e q u a l i t y .  I f  we w ere t r u l y  d e m o c ra t ic ,  we w o u ld  n o t  
need w hat we c a l l  c h a r i t y ,  f o r  p e o p le  w ou ld  be e q u a l.  Because we do have 
" c h a r i t y " ,  i t  i s  a s ig n  t h a t  we a re  n o t y e t  d e m o c ra t ic ,  Addams s a y s ."100 
T h is  i s  Addams' s t r o n g e s t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  so f a r  and 
in d ic a te s  t h a t  she v ie w s  e q u a l i t y  as m ean ing  e q u a l re s p e c t  and t re a tm e n t .  
Once a g a in  we r e c a l l  t h a t  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  e q u a l o p p o r tu n i t y  o n ly  a l lo w s  
f o r  e q u a l i t y  o f  c o m p e t i t io n .  I f  th e re  i s  a c o m p e t i t io n ,  th e n  someone 
lo s e s .  I f  we have  " lo s e r s "  in  s o c ie t y ,  th e n  i t  w o u ld  seem t h a t  th e re  
w o u ld  a lw a ys  be a need f o r  c h a r i t y .  Addams says t h a t  in  a dem ocracy, 
th e re  i s  no such need . T h a t w o u ld  in d ic a t e  t h a t  she fe e ls  t h a t  a l l  p e o p le  
d e s e rv e  a t  le a s t  a m inim um e q u a l re s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t ,  n o t  j u s t  e q u a l 
o p p o r t u n i t y .
Addams c o n t in u e s  by t e l l i n g  us t h a t  d em ocracy , by  p r o v id in g  a l l  
p e o p le  w i t h  th e  a b i l i t y  to  l i v e  w ith o u t  c h a r i t y ,  w h ic h  we ta k e  to  mean 
th e  r i g h t  to  e q u a l re s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t ,  has w o rked  to  make us change 
o u r  a t t i t u d e s  re g a r d in g  c h a r i t y .  In s te a d  o f  s e e in g  i t  as a fa v o r  to  
th e  " d e s e rv in g  p o o r " ,  we r e a l i z e  t h a t  in  a c t u a l i t y  a m e l io r a t io n  f o r
s o c ia l  i l l s  i s  t h e i r s  as due paym ent f o r  th e  w o rk  th e y  do f o r  s o c ie t y .
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In h e re n t  in  t h i s  i s  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  s o c ia l  v a lu e  o f  a l l  w o rk . 10
Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  s o c ie ty  i s  b e g in n in g  to  le a r n  i t  needs th e  s p e c ia l
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c o n t r i b u t io n  o f  each and e v e ry  p e rs o n . 1 0 2  T h is  means t h a t ,  " t h e o r e t ­
i c a l l y ,  we w o u ld  a l l  a d m it  t h a t  th e  man a t  th e  b o tto m , who p e r fo rm s  th e
m eanest and h u m b le s t w o rk , so lo n g  as th e  w o rk  i s  n e c e s s a ry ,  p e r fo rm s  a
u s e fu l  f u n c t i o n . . . " 103       Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  o u r  p ro b le m  i s  t h a t  we do
n o t  f o l l o w  th ro u g h  on t h a t  th e o r y ,  t h a t  u n le s s  th e  w o rk e r  i s  i l l ,  we
h o ld  h im  i n  c o n te m p t and deny h im  th e  f u l l  b e n e f i t s  o f  s o c ia l  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e .  1 0 4  W h a t  l i t t l e  we do g iv e  to  th e  p o o r  we s t i l l  c o n s id e r
c h a r i t y ,  w h ic h  i s  c o n t r a r y  to  w h a t we a b s t r a c t l y  know to  be  th e  n a tu re  
o f  d em ocracy .
A m a jo r  c o n t r i b u t o r  to  t h i s  skew ered  v ie w  o f  s o c ia l  a m e l io r a t io n  
i s  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, Addams c la im s .  I f  th e  gove rn m e n t w o u ld  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
s o c ia l  c o n c e rn s  a re  germ ane to  i t s  f u n c t io n s ,  th e n  i t  w o u ld  be e a s ie r  
f o r  s o c ie t y  to  re c o g n iz e  a new c i v i l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o r  l i f e . 105  By a 
"new  c i v i l  l i f e "  Addams means a c o o p e r a t iv e ,  p u b l ic  l i f e .
So we f i n d  t h a t  Addams sees th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  f a m i ly  and th e  
v a lu e s  o f  b o th  s o c ie t y  and g ove rn m e n t r e g a r d in g  s o c ia l  c o n c e rn s  as b e in g  
o b s ta c le s  in  th e  way o f  a c h ie v in g  s o c ia l  c o o p e r a t io n .  She b e l ie v e s  
w i t h  G ilm a n  t h a t  th e  home as i t  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  s t r u c tu r e d  a ls o  i n t e r ­
f e r e s  w i t h  c o o p e r a t io n ,  f o r  i t  em bod ies th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  women s e rv e  
b e s t  who s e rv e  th e  l im i t e d  f a m i ly  r a t h e r  th a n  s e r v in g  s o c ie t y  as a 
w h o le .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  G ilm a n  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  home i s  r u in in g  th e  p h y s ic a l  
and m e n ta l h e a l t h  o f  i t s  m em bers, f o r  i t  r e q u ir e s  a n o n - s p e c ia l iz e d
1 02 I b i d . ,  p . 178.
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w o rk e r —  th e  woman —  t o o  many s p e c ia l iz e d  asks  f o r  w h ic h  she i s
n o t e q u ip p e d . B o th  women see th e  home l i f e  o f  women te a c h in g  them to
be o v e r-c o n s u m e rs . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  G ilm an  sees he home i t s e l f  a s w a s te fu l
o f  b o th  la b o r  and goods. We f in d  t h a t  Addams w i l l  a c c e p t th e  home and
th e  r o le  o f  women in  fa m i ly  l i f e  i f  i t  i s  gea red  to  s e rv in g  s o c ie ty  
w h i le  G ilm an  b e l ie v e s  th a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  home i s  la r g e ly  u n a c c e p ta b le  
to  c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  and t h a t  women m ust le a v e  th e  r o le  o f  h o u s e w ife  
i f  c o o p e ra t io n  i s  to  be r e a l iz e d .
We now have v ie w e d  th re e  m a jo r c o n d i t io n s  th a t  G ilm an  and Addams 
c o n s id e r  to  be o b s t r u c t in g  th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  f o r  s o c ie t y .  They 
a re :  (1 )  Econom ic and I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s ,  (2 )  The S ta tu s  o f  Women
and F i l i a l  R e la t io n s ,  and (3 )  Home L i f e  and S o c ia l R e la t io n s .  O f 
p a r t i c u la r  im p o rta n c e  in  econom ic and i n d u s t r i a l  r e la t io n s  a re  G ilm a n 's  
and Addams' o b je c t io n s  to  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  and to  th e  la c k  o f  p a r t i ­
c ip a t io n  by w o rk e rs  in  the  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  in d u s t r y  and o th e r  s o c ia l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  T h is  l a t e r  co n ce rn  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  im p o rta n c e  to  Addams 
and she r e fe r s  to  i t  as th e  need f o r  "a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t " .
In  re g a rd  to  th e  s ta tu s  o f  women and f i l i a l  r e la t io n s ,  we n o te  
t h a t  b o th  w r i t e r s  see th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women as e n g e n d e rin g  c o m p e t i t io n ,  
in c lu d in g  c o m p e t it io n  be tw een women, be tw een men, and be tw een the f a m i ly  
u n i t  and s o c ie t y .  U l t im a t e ly ,  G ilm an  and Addams see th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
women as r e p re s e n t in g  a lo s s  o f  s k i l l  to  s o c ie ty .
The t r a d i t i o n a l  home i s  seen by  b o th  women as a u n i t  i n im i c a l  
to  c o o p e ra t iv e  s o c ie ty  f o r  i t  te a c h e s  th e  w rong  v a lu e s ,  such  as i s o l a t i o n  
and o v e r -c o n s u m p tio n . The v a lu e s  o f  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s  a re  a ls o  seen  as 
f a u l t y  f o r  th e y  p e r s is t  in  d e c la r in g  le g i t im a t e  and u n n e c e s s a ry  s o c ia l
65
a m e l io r a t io n  as c h a r i t y  r a th e r  th a n  re c o g n iz in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  a l l  w o rk  
and th e  co nse q ue n t a c c e p ta n c e  o f  dem ocracy as a sys tem  o f  e q u a l re s p e c t  
and t re a tm e n t .
Based on o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  w ha t G ilm a n  and Addams see as 
b e in g  th e  f a u l t s  o f  s o c ie ty  as i t  e x is t s ,  we can p ro ce e d  to  a d is c u s s io n  
o f  w h a t t h e i r  c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  lo o k s  l i k e  and an a n a ly s is  o f  i t  based  on 
th e  m ode l f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy.
CHAPTER IV
THE COOPERATIVE IDEAL: 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY AND FEMINISM
S in ce  we a re  now f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  m odern s o c ie ty  
w h ic h  G ilm an  and Addams w an t to  rem edy, we can move on to  w ha t t h a t  
rem edy c o n s is ts  o f  f o r  b o th  o f  them , i . e .  a c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l .  We w i l l  
compare th e  e le m e n ts  o f  G ilm a n 's  and Addams' c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  w i t h  th e  
m ode l o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy in  o rd e r  to  d is c e r n  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i s p a r i t i e s  
be tw een th e  tw o . In  t h i s  manner i t  w i l l  be p o s s ib le  to  c o n c lu d e  w h e th e r 
th e  "s o m e th in g  e ls e "  o f  a p a r t i c u la r  n o t io n  o f  fe m in is m  is  th e  same as 
th e  "s o m e th in g  e ls e "  o f  a p a r t i c u la r  n o t io n  o f  dem ocracy; i n  o th e r  
w o rd s , i f  fe m in is m , as used h e re ,  can use a c o n c e p t o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy 
to  e x p la in  i t s  recom m enda tions  f o r  s o c ie ty .
I t  w o u ld  be b e s t  to  b e g in  by  v e r i f y i n g  th e  c o n c e p t o f  e q u a l i t y  
t h a t  G ilm an  and Addams h o ld .  The m ode l f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy t e l l s  us 
t h a t  e q u a l i t y  means e q u a l re s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t .  T h is  c o n c e p t,  we r e c a l l ,  
i s  based on th e  common q u a l i t y  o f  b e in g  human, w h ic h  i s  sh a re d  by  a l l  
p e o p le  and w h ic h  j u s t i f i e s  e q u a l iz in g  th e  re s p e c t  and t re a tm e n t  w h ic h  
each p e rs o n  re c e iv e s .  I s  th e re  any e v id e n c e  th a t  G ilm an  and Addams a c c e p t 
t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  n o t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y ?
As n o te d  in  th e  s e c t io n ,  " E s ta b l is h m e n t and E v o lu t io n  o f  S o c ie ty " ,  
in  C h a p te r 3 , Addams bases h e r  hope f o r  a p e a c e fu l w o r ld  on h e r  o b s e rv a ­
t io n  t h a t  th e  m a n y -n a t io n a l o c c u p a n ts  o f  th e  c i t i e s  had shed t h e i r  " t r i b a l "
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l o y a l t i e s  and  had  begun  to  b u i l d  c o m m u n it i te s  b a se d  on th e  o n ly  s im i ­
l a r i t y  t h a t  Addams c o u ld  see them  s h a r in g ,  t h a t  o f  " t h e  b a s ic  and e s s e n -
t i a l  l ik e n e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  common human n a t u r e " .  1 0 6  G ilm a n  b a se d  h e r
th e o r y  t h a t  p e o p le  a re  n a t u r a l  p ro d u c e rs  who w o rk  c o l l e c t i v e l y  f o r  
s o c ie t y  on th e  p re m is e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c o l l e c t i v e  "hum an c o n s c io u s n e s s " ,  
a s h a re d  h u m a n ity ,  w h ic h  she  d is t in g u is h e s  f r o m  " s e p a ra te  p e r s o n a l 
c o n s c io u s n e s s " ,  o r  i n d i v i d a u l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  w h ic h  a re  n o t  h u m a n ity .107 
B o th  G ilm a n  and Addams see a common human bond  as u n i t i n g  p e o p le ,  and 
th u s  th e y  a c c e p t  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t .
Thus a r g u in g  t h a t  th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  p e o p le  i s  fo u n d  i n  s h a re d  
h u m a n ity ,  G ilm a n  and Addam s, as i s  th e  ca se  o f  th e  m o d e l,  s im u lta n e o u s ly  
r e j e c t  th e  n o t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  sam eness, th e  c o n c e p t u se d  b y  P ic k le s  
t o  e q u a te  s o c ia l  d e m o cra cy  w i t h  an " e q u a l and c la s s le s s  s o c ie t y " .
We f i n d  t h a t  b y  Addam s' d is c u s s io n  o f  " t r i b a l "  d i f f e r e n c e s  and G ilm a n 's  
r e c o g n i t io n  o f  " s e p a r a te  p e r s o n a l c o n s c io u s n e s s " , b o th  a u th o r s  a c c e p t  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  p e o p le  and do n o t  see  e q u a l i t y  as m e a n in g  "s a m e n e s s " . 
W hat th e y  c o n f i r m  i s  t h a t  a l l  p e o p le  s h a re  one c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w h ic h  
j u s t i f i e s  t r e a t i n g  them  e q u a l ly ,  t h a t  o f  s h a re d  h u m a n ity .
The m o d e l f o r  s o c ia l  d e m o cra cy  a ls o  d i c t a t e s  t h a t ,  on th e  b a s is  
o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  r e s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t ,  no one  s h a l l  com pe te  f o r  r e s p e c t  
o r  f o r  a h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd  o f  t r e a tm e n t  —  p e o p le  s h a re  th e s e  e q u a l ly .  
T h e r e fo r e ,  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  r e je c t e d ,  f o r  i t  m e re ly  e q u a l iz e s  
th e  c o m p e t i t io n ,  n o t  th e  o u tc o m e . A g a in  we r e f e r  t o  C h a p te r  3 and  r e c a l l  
t h a t  b o th  G ilm a n  and Addams assum e t h a t  c o o p e r a t io n  i s  th e  z e n i t h  o f
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c i v i l i z a t i o n  and t h a t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  has been p ro g re s s in g  to w a rd  i t  e v e r 
s in c e  p e o p le  began to  d is c a rd  c o m p e t i t io n  f o r  th e  sake o f  c a r in g  f o r  
t h e i r  o f f s p r in g .  F u r th e rm o re , in  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  "Home L i f e  and 
S o c ia l R e la t io n s " ,  Addams has t o l d  us t h a t  in  a f u l l  dem ocracy th e re  i s  
no need f o r  c h a r i t y ,  f o r  th e re  i s  no one who needs i t .  W o rk in g  b a c k ­
w a rd s , we assume t h a t  i f  no one needs c h a r i t y  th e n  no one has " l o s t "  
i n  a c o m p e t i t io n  t o  s e c u re  goods and s e r v ic e s .  I f  th e re  a re  no " lo s e r s "  
th e n  e v e ry o n e  m ust have "w o n ", and th e  la c k  o f  a c la s s  o f  " lo s e r s "  and 
"w in n e rs "  le a d s  us to  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  th e re  was no c o m p e t i t io n  In  th e  f i r s t  
p la c e .  The c o n c e p t o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  as in  th e  m ode l o f  
s o c ia l  d em ocracy , i s  a ls o  r e je c te d .
In  summary, we f in d  t h a t  b o th  G ilm an  and Addams have a c c e p te d  
th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a s h a re d  q u a l i t y  o f  h u m a n ity  in  a l l  p e o p le  w h ic h  
j u s t i f i e s  t r e a t in g  a l l  p e o p le  e q u a l ly .  They r e j e c t  e q u a l i t y  as same­
n e s s , w h ic h  s e rv e s  as P ic k le s '  d e f i n t i o n ,  and th e y  a ls o  r e j e c t  e q u a l i t y  
o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  o r  c o m p e t i t io n ,  w h ic h  p ro d u c e s  a c la s s  o f  " l o s e r s "  and 
" w in n e r s " .  B o th  G ilm a n  and Addams have assumed c o o p e ra t io n  to  be a 
n a t u r a l  s t a t e  f o r  s o c ie ty  and th e y  m a in ta in  t h a t  th e  c o r r e c t io n  o f  
c e r t a in  s o c ie t a l  m is p e rc e p t io n s  and i l l - f o r m e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  a l lo w  
t h a t  c o o p e ra t io n  to  be  r e a l iz e d .  W ith o u t u s in g  th e  w o rd s , w h a t G ilm an  
and Addams a re  u s in g  h e re  i s  a n o t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  as e q u a l r e s p e c t  and 
t re a tm e n t .
A f t e r  assum ing  e q u a l i t y  o f  re s p e c t  and t r e a tm e n t ,  o u r  m ode l o f  
s o c ia l  dem ocracy le a d s  us to  c o n s id e r  th e  a t t i t u d e s ,  a r ra n g e m e n ts , and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  p ro m o te  and p re s e rv e  t h i s  e q u a l i t y .  E ls h ta in ,  
in  C h a p te r 1 , n o te s  t h a t  th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  p ro v id e  f o r  tw o th in g s :
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In  a v e ry  s u p e r f i c i a l  m anner, th e  s u b je c ts  o f  a b a s e l in e  and o f  
n a r ro w in g  th e  ra n g e  o f  re w a rd s  have a lre a d y  been to u c h e d  upon. Addams 
d is c u s s e d  th e  need f o r  " s o c ia l  a m e l io r a t io n " ,  o r  c h a r i t y ,  as a l e g i t i ­
m ate r i g h t  f o r  p e o p le  who have been d e n ie d  th e  e q u a l i t y  t h a t  comes in  
a t r u e  dem ocracy (C h a p te r 3 , "Home L i f e  and S o c ia l R e la t io n s " ) .  G ilm an  
d is c u s s e s  th e  i l l e g i t im a c y  o f  b o th  p o v e r ty  and w e a lth ,  and p o s tu la te s  
t h a t  b o th  c o n d i t io n s  a r is e  fro m  th e  fa ls e  econom ic  la w s  o f  o u r  " a r t i ­
f i c i a l  m a rk e t"  (C h a p te r 3, "E conom ics  and I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s " ) .  The 
b ro a d e r  is s u e  in h e r e n t  h e re  is  t h a t  o f  " e q u a l access  to  th e  means o f  
la b o r " ,  as o u r  m ode l q u o te s  M acphe rson , f o r  i t  i s  t h i s  e q u a l access  
t h a t  th e  m ode l uses to  e s ta b l is h  b o th  th e  b a s e l in e  and th e  ra n g e  o f  
re w a rd s . T h e re fo re  we s h a l l  lo c k  to  see i f  Addams and G ilm an  in c lu d e  
e q u a l a cce ss  to  th e  means o f  la b o r  in  t h e i r  c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l .
The v e ry  f i r s t  e le m e n t o f  e q u a l a c c e s s , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m o d e l, 
i s  i n d iv id u a l  and p u b l ic  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r .  We r e c a l l  
t h a t  t h i s  c o n c e p t r e je c t s  b o th  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  and S ta te  o w n e rs h ip  
o f  th e  m eans, f o r  i t s  p u rp o s e  i s  to  a l lo w  each  p e rs o n  to  c o n t r o l  h e r / h is  
own s o c ia l  and econom ic  l i f e .  We need to  know , th e n ,  i f  G ilm a n  and 
Addams a d v o c a te  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r  by th e  p u b l ic .
As was d is c u s s e d  in  "E conom ics  and I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s " ,  C h a p te r 
3, b o th  G ilm a n  and Addams see p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r  as 
i l l e g i t i m a t e .  We r e c a l l  t h a t  Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  i f  th e  means o f  
la b o r  —  th e  m ach ines —  had been c o n s id e re d  " s o c ia l  p o s s e s s io n s "  fro m
(1 ) a b a s e lin e  b e lo w  w h ich  no one can d ro p  re g a r d le s s  o f  h e r / h is  p e r ­
c e iv e d  p e rs o n a l m e r i t ,  and (2 ) i t  w i l l  n a rro w  th e  ra n g e  o f  s o c ia l  and 
econom ic " re w a rd s "  be tw een p e o p le .
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th e  f i r s t ,  th e  e v i l s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e ,  such as p o v e r ty ,  c h i ld  e x p lo i ­
t a t i o n ,  e tc .  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  have been a v o id e d  in  th e  in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  
w ho le  o f  s o c ie ty .1 0 8  I t  was because o f  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  t h a t  th e s e
s o c ia l  i l l s  a ro s e . G ilm an t e l l s  us t h a t  i t  was th e  p u b l ic  a l l  a lo n g
t h a t  had th e  r i g h t  to  won th e  m a ch in e s , th e  means o f  la b o r ,  because  i t
was th e  p u b l ic  t h a t  p roduced  and s t a f f e d  them .1 0 9  I t  was o u r  ig n o ra n c e
o f  t r u e  econom ic and s o c ia l  l i f e  and law s th a t  made us t h in k  t h a t  some
p e o p le  c o u ld  own th e  m ach ines o r  th e  means o f  la b o r  p r i v a t e l y . 110
So we see G ilm an  and Addams r e je c t in g  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e
means o f  la b o r ,  and G ilm an  a d v o c a t in g  p u b l ic  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e s e  means.
So f a r  t h e i r  p e rc e p t io n s  o f  o w n e rs h ip  a re  e x p la in e d  by th e  m o d e l. B u t
how do G ilm a n -a n d  Addams v ie w  S ta te  o w n e rs h ip , w h ic h  th e  m ode l a ls o
r e je c t s .  What i s  Addams' s ta n d , and w ha t does G ilm an  mean b y  " p u b l ic " ?
C o u ld  " p u b l i c "  mean S ta te  o w n e rsh ip ?
Addams seems to  e q u iv o c a te  on th e  is s u e  o f  S ta te  o w n e rs h ip  o f
th e  means o f  la b o r .  She d is c u s s e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  r e a l  is s u e s  o f  l i f e
a re  s e t t le d  by i n d u s t r i a l  and co m m e rc ia l i n t e r e s t s , 111 and she a l lu d e s
to  th e  German a rra n g e m e n t o f  an " a l l i a n c e "  betw een gove rnm en t and
in d u s t r y  w h ic h  p ro v id e s  s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s  f o r  w o rk e rs .1 1 2  One g e ts  th e
im p re s s io n  t h a t  she a d v o c a te s  a s iz e a b le  amount o f  g o v e rn m e n ta l c o n t r o l
108
Addams, P eace , p . 149.
109G ilm a n , W ork , p . 211.
110 I b i d . ,  p . 171.
111Addams, P eace , p. 42.
112I b i d . , p . 8 8 -8 9 .
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o f  in d u s t r y ,  th e n . H ow ever, she th e n  d is c u s s e s  th e  need f o r  lo c a l  a u to ­
nomy in  th e  g o v e rn in g  o f  u rban  l i f e ,  and s t r o n g ly  a d v o c a te s  lo c a l  c o n t r o l
o f  gove rnm en t by th e  p e o p le , r a th e r  th a n  by  t r a n s f e r r i n g  more pow er and
d u t ie s  to  g o v e rn m e n ta l a d m in is t r a t o r s .  1 1 3  F o r Addams, gove rnm en t i s  to
c o n t r o l  in d u s t r y ,  and lo c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  a d m in is t r a t o r s ,  a re  
to  c o n t r o l  th e  g ove rn m e n t. Addams r e je c t s  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip  and a d v o c a te s  
gove rnm en t c o n t r o l  o f  in d u s t r y  and l o c a l ,  p u b l ic  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and a u to ­
nomy in  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  g ove rn m e n t. B u t who owns th e  in d u s t r y ?  The 
S ta te  o r  th e  p u b l ic ?  Or c o u ld  i t  be th e  p u b l ic  o w n in g  i t  th ro u g h  th e  
S ta te ?  Addams n e v e r becomes c le a r  a t  t h i s  p o in t .  I t  i s  h e re  t h a t  Addams' 
c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  seems to  p a r t  company m o m e n ta r ily  w i t h  th e  m ode l o f  
s o c ia l  dem ocracy.
G ilm a n 's  r e je c t io n  o f  S ta te  o w n e rs h ip  i s  more e a s i l y  m apped, f o r  
i t  i s  t i e d  to  h e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  p r o d u c t io n  and le g i t im a t e  p r iv a t e  
p r o p e r t y .  As we r e c a l l  fro m  Chapter 3, G ilm a n  sees a l l  p e o p le  as b e in g  
n a t u r a l  p ro d u c e rs  because  th e  m a jo r  way p e o p le  g a in  p le a s u re  i s  th ro u g h  
p ro d u c in g ,  a c t in g ,  d o in g .  T h is  i s  th e  " t r u e "  econom ic  la w  t h a t  G ilm a n
sees as b e in g  h id d e n  by th e  f a ls e  b e l i e f  in  "P le a s u re -a s - Im p re s s io n " . 14
F u r th e rm o re ,  G ilm a n  sees a l l  w o rk  as a c o l l e c t i v e  e n d e a v o r by h u m a n ity ,
f o r  h u m a n ity  by  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  c o l l e c t i v e  f o r  G i l m a n . I f  a l l  w o rk  i s
c o l l e c t i v e ,  th e n  th e  p ro d u c t  o f  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  w o rk  b e lo n g s  to  a l l
members o f  th e  c o l l e c t i v e ,  o r  h u m a n ity ,  G ilm a n  t e l l s  u s . 1 1 6  No one
113
I b i d . ,  p . 3 4 -3 5 .
114
G ilm a n , W ork , p . 61.
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in d iv id u a l  r e a l l y  owns th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  w o rk , j u s t  as no one i n d iv id u a l
can le g i t im a t e l y  own th e  means o f  p ro d u c t io n .  E veryone  owns b o th .
"The  s o c ia l  goods b e lo n g  to  S o c ie ty ,  a re  made by 
S o c ie ty ,  f o r  S o c ie ty ;  and s h o u ld  be d is t r ib u t e d  to  
S o c ie ty  as w id e ly ,  s w i f t l y ,  and f r e e l y  as p o s s ib le ;  so 
a d d in g  to  th e  s o c ia l  g o o d ." 17
C o u ld n 't  t h i s  s o c ia l  p ro d u c t io n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  s t i l l  be S ta te -
owned? No, says G ilm a n , b u t  v e ry  q u ic k ly ,  and in  p a s s in g .  Some m ig h t
see t h i s  sys tem  as m ean ing  "a  w a llo w in g  sea o f  com m unism ", 18 sa ys  G ilm a n , 
b u t  t h a t  i s  because  th e y  do n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty  r e a l l y  
i s .  L e g it im a te  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty  in c lu d e s  a l l  goods and s e r v ic e s  t h a t  an 
i n d iv id u a l  needs to  consume in  o rd e r  to  p ro d u c e  —  fo o d , c lo t h in g ,  edu­
c a t io n ,  t o o ls ,  e tc .  What th e  in d iv id u a l  needs to  consume i s  h e r / h is  
le g i t im a t e  p r o p e r ty ,  and w ha t i s  p ro d u ce d  b e lo n g s  to  S o c ie ty  as a w h o le .
O th e r in d iv id u a ls  ta k e  fro m  t h a t  p ro d u c t io n  w ha t th e y  need to  consume in
o rd e r  to  p ro d u c e , and in  t u r n  t h e i r  p ro d u c ts  go in t o  th e  common p o t . 19
T h is ,  th e n , i s  G ilm a n 's  o v e r a l l  c o n c e p t o f  c o n s u m p tio n  and p ro d u c ­
t io n  in  a c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a l ,  and by s e e in g  th e  e n t i r e  p ic t u r e ,  i t  i s  e a s ie r  
to  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  G ilm an  means i n d iv id u a l  p u b l ic  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  means o f  
la b o r  r a t h e r  th a n  any s o r t  o f  S ta te  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th o s e  means. H er r e je c t i o n  
o f  th e  c o n c e p t o f  communism as an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i f  o n ly  in  p a s s in g ,  shows us 
th a t  she has no p la n s  f o r  any s o r t  o f  g o v e rn m e n ta l o w n e rs h ip . T hus , re g a rd ­
in g  th e  p u b l ic  means o f  p r o d u c t io n ,  as opposed to  b o th  p r iv a t e  o r  S ta te  
o w n e rs h ip , we see t h a t  b o th  G ilm an  and Addams can be e x p la in e d  by
117 I b id .  , p . 331.
118 I b i d . , p . 331.
119 I b i d . , p . 3 3 1 -3 3 2 .
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th e  m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy. There  i s  some r e s e r v a t io n  as to  w h e th e r 
Addams r e je c t s  th e  n o t io n  o f  S ta te  o w n e rsh ip  e n t i r e l y ,  how eve r. I f  she 
i s  a d v o c a tin g  such a sys tem , i t  i s  w i th  th e  s t i p u l a t i o n  th a t  th e  S ta te 's  
a c t io n s  be c o n t r o l le d  by a system  o f  lo c a l  autonom ous p a r t i c ip a t io n  by 
th e  c i t i z e n r y  and n o t  by governm ent o f f i c i a l s .
E qua l access  to  th e  means o f  p ro d u c t io n  has now been exam ined 
fro m  th e  a s p e c t o f  o w n e rs h ip . The m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy a ls o  i n ­
c lu d e s  a p a r t i c u la r  sys tem  o f  management f o r  th o s e  means, a sys tem  w h ic h  
was d e f in e d  as w o rk e r p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  a d m in is t r a t io n .  We have seen how 
Addams and G ilm an  v ie w  o w n e rs h ip  —  w hat a bo u t management?
A g a in  r e f e r r in g  to  "E conom ics and I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s " ,  C h a p te r 
3, we r e c a l l  t h a t  Addams s ta te s  t h a t ,  i f  we a re  to  pass fro m  "a n  age o f  
in d iv id u a l is m  to  one o f  a s s o c ia t io n " ,  th e n  we m ust come to  r e ly  on 
"a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t "  in  p la c e  o f  in d iv id u a l  e f f o r t ,  even i f  a t  f i r s t  
in d iv id u a l  e f f o r t  seems more e f f i c i e n t .  The re a so n  f o r  t h i s ,  Addams 
t e l l s  u s , i s  t h a t  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t  has more " s o c ia l  v a lu e " ,  w h ic h  we 
ta k e  to  mean t h a t  i t  te a ch e s  s o c ie ty  to  a c t  in  c o o p e ra t io n .1 2 0     I t  i s
p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  a c t io n s  ta k e n  to  fo rw a rd  s o c ie ty  be a p ro ­
d u c t o f  a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t ,  Addams t e l l s  u s , f o r  i f  n o t ,  once th e  i n d i ­
v id u a l  who has c o n t r o l le d  th e  a c t io n  r e t i r e s ,  th e  p rog ram  o r  s e r v ic e
w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be l o s t  because no one e ls e  has any b a ckg ro u nd  o r  p e rs o n a l
 com m itm ent to  i t . 12
" P a r t i c ip a t i o n "  i s  th e  common name g iv e n  to  a sys tem  such  as 
Addams' "a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t " .  Addams a d v o c a te s  a sys tem  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
120Addams, D em ocracy, p . 1 37 -1 3 8 .
12I b i d . ,  p . 153.
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b u t we a re  concerned  h e re  w ith  how e x te n s iv e  a system  th a t  w i l l  b e . I t  
was p re v io u s ly  n o te d  th a t  P ic k le s ' system  o f  "w is e  la b o u r  r e la t io n s "  o r  
th e  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  w o rke rs  on m a tte rs  o f  pay and c o n d it io n s  w o u ld  be 
in c lu d e d  in  o u r p a r t i c u la r  m odel o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy b u t th a t  in  i t s e l f  
w ou ld  n o t be enough. Our m odel in c lu d e s  a system  o f  w o rk e r p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n  in  management o f  in d u s t r y .  I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  e lem en t t h a t  we now 
exam ine G ilm an and Addams.
Addams has a lre a d y  been n o te d  as s a y in g  th a t  th e  d e m o c ra tic  id e a l
demands th a t  w o rk e rs  be re p re s e n te d  in  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  in d u s t r y .  12
T h is  is  because la rg e  in d u s t r y  has ceased to  be p r iv a te  and has become
in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t ,  she sa ys . 1 2 3  Due to  th e  e x ig e n c ie s
o f  b u s in e s s , th e  in d iv id u a l  a im  o f  any em p loye r p re v e n ts  h e r /h im  fro m  
s e e in g  th e  s o c ia l  is s u e s  in h e re n t  in  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t u a t io n .  1 2 4  For
t h is  re a s o n , Addams says a c e r t a in  segment o f  s o c ie ty  i s  com ing to
b e l ie v e  th a t  in d u s t r y  m ust be managed th ro u g h  " d e l ib e r a te  c o rp o ra te
e f f o r t " ,  and Addams c le a r ly  i s  a p a r t  o f  th a t  segm ent. She ag rees  w ith
tho se  who p ropose  th a t  t h i s  " c o rp o ra te  e f f o r t "  come th ro u g h  s t a t e  re g u -
125la t io n  and c o n t r o l .
Here a g a in , th e n , i s  a d is p a r i t y  betw een s o c ia l  dem ocracy as 
we u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  and Addams' c o n ce p t o f  th e  r o le  o f  governm ent. Addams 
n o te s  th a t  i t  i s  th e  t ra d e  u n io n s  and n o t th e  governm ent w h ic h  te a ch
122I b i d . ,  p . 139.
123I b i d . ,  p . 142-143 . 
124 I b i d . ,  p . 154.
125I b i d . ,  p . 166.
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th e  im m ig ra n ts  s e lf -g o v e rn a n c e ,  f o r  i t  i s  th e  u n io n s  w h ic h  d e a l w i th
th e  is s u e s  w h ic h  a re  o f  p r im a ry  im p o rta n c e  to  w o rk e rs . 1 2 6  Because i t
i s  th e  u n io n s  w h ich  d e a l w i t h  th e  w o rk e rs ' needs and n o t th e  gove rn m e n t, 
Addams says th a t  p e o p le  a re  ch o o s in g  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  th e  u n io n s  and 
to  abandon t h e i r  " c i v i c  d u ty " ,  w h ich  Addams sees as th r e a te n in g  th e  
e x is te n c e  o f  d e m o c ra tic  gove rn m e n t. 1 2 7  I t  seems to  be f o r  t h i s  re a son
th a t  Addams i s  t r y in g  to  in v o lv e  governm ent in  i n d u s t r i a l  r e la t io n s ,  f o r  
she th e n  e x p e c ts  p e o p le  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  governm ent in  o rd e r  to  c o n t r o l  
th e  i n d u s t r i a l  is s u e s  th a t  a re  so im p o r ta n t  to  them.
F or Addams, th e n , i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n  ta k e s  th e  shape o f
p a r t i c ip a t io n  th ro u g h  th e  gove rnm en t. Here we m ust remember t h a t  in
d is c u s s in g  h e r v ie w  o f  o w n e rs h ip , Addams t e l l s  us t h a t  lo c a l  autonom y
needs to  be e s ta b l is h e d  and th a t  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  in d u s t r y  th ro u g h
governm ent s h o u ld  be by th e  c i t i z e n s  th e m s e lv e s , n o t  governm ent
o f f i c i a l s .  Add to  t h i s  h e r s ta te m e n t t h a t  " I f  th e  m ethod o f  p u b l ic
a g i t a t io n  c o u ld  f i n d . . . e x p re s s io n  in  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c tm e n t, and i f  la b o r
m easures c o u ld  be s u b m itte d  to  th e  e x a m in a tio n  and judgem en t o f  th e  w h o le . . .
( th e n )  we s h o u ld  have th e  id e a l  deve lopm en t o f  th e  d e m o c ra tic  s ta te  
(em phasis  m in e ) " .  1 2 8  Addams makes t h i s  s ta te m e n t in  a p e r ip h e r a l  way
w h ile  d is c u s s in g  th e  need f o r  p u b l ic  a g i t a t io n  as a m ethod o f  s e c u r in g  
s ta te  s u p p o r t  f o r  w o rk e rs ' c o n c e rn s . The im p a c t o f  th e  s ta te m e n t re m a in s  
re g a r d le s s .  I f  Addams p la n s  to  e s ta b l is h  a fo rm  o f  c i t i z e n  a d m in is t r a t io n  
o f  governm ent a t  th e  lo c a l  le v e l  w h ich  in c lu d e s  th e  s u b m is s io n  o f
126Addams, P eace, p . 95.
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l e g i s l a t i o n  to  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  whole ,  she has  n o t  o n ly  changed i n d u s ­
t r i a l  a r r angem en ts  of  management,  but  she has  a l s o  r e s t r u c t u r e d  govern­
ment,  making i t  a l o c a l l y  autonomous,  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  democracy.
In a l l  f a i r n e s s  to  Addams, i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  she means to  imply 
t h i s .  She n e v e r  speaks  o f  r e f e r r i n g  any i s s u e  o t h e r  than  l a b o r  measures 
to  th e  p u b l i c  a s  a whole,  and i t  always  seems to  be h e r  i n t e n t  t h a t  l a b o r  
be r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  d e c i s i o n -m a k i n g  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  n o t  
t h a t  i t  p a r t i c i p a t e  d i r e c t l y ' e n  m a s s e ' ,  j u s t  as  she  hopes  t h a t  t h e  
government w i l l  b e g in  to  conce rn  i t s e l f  w i t h  l a b o r  i s s u e s  and th e r e b y  
become p o l i t i c a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  l a b o r .  She does want i n d u s t r y  con­
t r o l l e d  a t  th e  l o c a l  l e v e l  in  o r d e r  t h a t  w orke rs  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t o r y  
may have a v o i c e  in  how t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t o r y  i s  r u n ,  and what  she 
seems to  mean when she  speaks  o f  government c o n t r o l  i s  a s e t  o f  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  g u i d e l i n e s  r e g a r d i n g  minimum s t a n d a r d s  f o r  working c o n d i t i o n s  and 
l a b o r  p r o t e c t i o n .
Addams' main problem seems to  be t h a t  she  r e j e c t s  t h e  n o t i o n  of  
p r i v a t e  ow nersh ip  of  t h e  means o f  l a b o r  w i t h o u t  knowing what  to  p u t  i n  
i t s  p l a c e .  She seems to  want s t r o n g e r  un io n s  y e t  f e a r s  what  t h e  co n s e ­
quences  o f  t h a t  would be f o r  government.  So she  speaks  o f  l o c a l  p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n  v i a  th e  government w i t h o u t  t h i n k i n g  o f  what  t h a t  would mean to  
government s t r u c t u r e ,  f o r  she i s  f o c u s in g  on c o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  i n d u s t r y .  
Meanwhile she works h e r s e l f  back i n t o  a q u a s i - p r i v a t e  ow nersh ip  sys tem 
o f  i n d u s t r y  which i s  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  i t s  w orkers  
r e g a r d i n g  pay and c o n d i t i o n s ,  and i s  c o n t r o l l e d  by minimum government 
s t a n d a r d s .
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I f  Addams had had th e  te rm  " s o c ia l  dem ocracy" a t  h e r d is p o s a l,  
and had u n d e rs to o d  i t s  c o n te n t ,  th e n  pe rhaps  she w o u ld  have used i t  as 
a s o lu t io n  to  th e  p r iv a te  o w n e rsh ip  o f  th e  means o f  la b o r  and th e  w o rk e r 
p a r t i c ip a t io n  is s u e s .  She does n o t l i k e  p r iv a t e  o w n e rsh ip  and she does 
w ant w o rk e rs  to  be a b le  to  c o n t r o l  th e  pay and w o rk in g  c o n d it io n s  o f  
t h e i r  p ro d u c t io n .  Her u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  b o th  o w n e rsh ip  and management 
ru n s  c lo s e ly  p a r a l l e l  to  th e  m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy, and c e r t a in  
e le m e n ts  o f  b o th  a re  s im i la r .  A d i f fe r e n c e  o c c u rs  when Addams p roposes  
S ta te  in t e r v e n t io n  as a s o lu t io n  r a th e r  tha n  t r u s t in g  th e  mechanism 
o f  "a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t "  w h ich  she a d v o c a te s  so s t r o n g ly .  I t  i s  o n ly  h e re  
th a t  Addams i s  d o u b ly  in c o n s is te n t ,  b o th  w i th  th e  model o f  s o c ia l  
dem ocracy and w i th  h e r own p h ilo s o p h y .
G ilm a n 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  p a r t i c ip a t io n  i s  more r e a d i l y  e x p la in e d  
by th e  m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy tha n  i s  A ddam s'. As n o te d  in  th e  
d is c u s s io n  re g a rd in g  th e  o w n e rsh ip  o r th e  means o f  la b o r ,  G ilm an  sees 
in d iv id u a l  co nsu m p tio n  as a n e c e s s a ry  p r e r e q u is i t e  f o r  p ro d u c t io n .  I f  
one i s  b a r re d  fro m  consum ing th e n , a c c o rd in g  to  G ilm a n , one i s  a ls o  
b a r re d  fro m  p ro d u c in g .  T h is  a rgum ent i s  q u i te  s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  
M a cp h e rso n 's  in  C h a p te r 2 , who t o ld  us t h a t  th o s e  who had access  to  th e  
means o f  la b o r  w ere  a b le  to  e x e rc is e  t h e i r  f u l l  human pow ers and p a r t i c i ­
p a te  in  s o c ie ty .  To be d e n ie d  access to  th e  means o f  la b o r  i s  to  be 
d e n ie d  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  F o r G ilm a n , co n su m p tio n  i s  th e  means to  la b o r  
and p ro d u c t io n  i s  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  f u l l  human pow ers . I t  w o u ld  seem t h a t ,  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m o d e l, G ilm a n , l i k e  M acpherson , sees p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as 
m eaning th e  r i g h t  to  w o rk .
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Here we can a s k : Does th e  r i g h t  to  w o rk  m e re ly  mean th e  r i g h t  
to  have em ploym ent, to  e a rn  a l i v i n g ?  Does i t  mean s o m e th in g  more?
We r e c a l l  t h a t  M acpherson d e f in e s  human pow ers as th e  s k i l l s  
and t a le n t s  an in d iv id u a l  has p lu s  th e  access to  th e  means o f  e x e r c is in g  
th o s e  s k i l l s .  G ilm an  and M acpherson a g re e  as to  w hat access and p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n  a re  —  does G ilm an a ls o  ag ree  t h a t  p a r t  o f  o u r  human power i s  
th e  a b i l i t y  to  w o rk  w ith  o u r own t a le n t s  as we in d i v id u a l l y  d e f in e  
them? W ould any ty p e  o f  w o rk  f u l f i l l  G ilm a n 's  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n ?
A g a in  G ilm an a g re e s  w i th  M acpherson, s a y in g  th a t  p a r t i c ip a t io n  
i s  g e n u in e  o n ly  when an in d iv id u a l  e x e rc is e s  h e r /h is  s p e c ia l  t a le n t s  
w h ich  a re  th e  ones t h a t  b r in g  them th e  m ost p le a s u re  to  u se .
" S o c ia l  e x e rc is e  i s  b u t th e  use o f  o u r b e s t and 
h ig h e s t  f a c u l t i e s  to  th e  la r g e s t  end. A G la d s to n e  con­
f in e d  to  d i r e c t in g  e n ve lo p e s  w o u ld  n o t  be e x e r c is in g  h is  
s o c ia l  f a c u l t i e s  to  t h e i r  f u l l  e x te n t .  N apo leon  as a 
c h a u f fe u r  m ig h t have k i l l e d  q u i te  a number o f  p e o p le , 
b u t  w o u ld  n o t  have been r e a l l y  s a t i s f i e d .  E x e rc is e  is  
l i f e ' s  f i r s t  la w , and f u l l  e x e rc is e  i s  r e q u ir e d  f o r
f u l l  d e v e lo p m e n t."129
So G ilm an  d e f in e s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  l i k e  M acpherson does , as th e  
a b i l i t y  to  w o rk , w h ic h  means th e  e x e rc is e  o f  s p e c ia l  t a le n t s .  One ques­
t io n  re m a in s : What i f  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  an in d iv id u a l  a re  n o t  m a rk e ta b le ?  
More to  th e  p o in t ,  w ha t i f  th e  t a le n t s  o f  an in d iv id u a l  a re  n o t  " i n  
demand"? C ou ld  e ve ryon e  "e a rn  a l i v i n g " ?
G ilm an  a nsw ers ,
"To w o rk  i s  to  g iv e ,  n o t  to  beg . E ve ry  w o rk e r adds 
to  th e  w o r ld 's  w e a lth ,  in c re a s e s  e v e ry o n e 's  s h a r e . . .A s  to  
th e  im m ed ia te  f a c t s  t h a t  may be a l le g e d ,  'o v e rc ro w d e d  
la b o u r  m a r k e t ',  'o v e r - p r o d u c t io n ' ,  and such  bugaboos,
129G ilm a n , W ork. , p . 110.
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th e s e  a re  o n ly  f a c ts  as w a te re d  s to c k  and s to le n  f r a n ­
c h is e s  a re  f a c t s ;  n o t  econom ic la w s , b u t  c r im in a l  
p r a c t ic e s .  A te m p o ra ry  s u p e r f i c ia l  e r r o r  in  econom ic 
c o n d u c t need n o t b l in d  us to  perm anent b a s ic  t r u t h ,  
and th e  t r u t h  w h ic h  co n ce rn s  us h e re  i s  t h a t  a human 
c re a tu re  m ust w o rk  f o r  th e  h e a l th  and power and 
p le a s u re  o f  i t ;  and th a t  a l l  good w o rk  e n r ic h e s  th e  
w o r ld . "130
A c c o rd in g  to  G ilm a n , th e n , unde r an econom ic sys tem  based on 
" t r u e "  econom ic law s r a th e r  th a n  th e  " f a l s e "  ones o f  Ego, W ant, P le a s u re -  
T h ro u g h - Im p re s s io n , e t c . ,  a l l  w o rk  i s  v a lu a b le  and c o n t r ib u te s  to  th e  
w o r ld 's  s u p p ly ,  th e r e fo r e  a l l  p e o p le  a re  c a p a b le  o f  e a rn in g  a l i v i n g  
th ro u g h  t h e i r  own w o rk .
B e fo re  su m m a riz ing  G ilm a n 's  and Addams' p e rc e p t io n  o f  th e  co­
o p e ra t iv e  id e a l  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  m o d e l's  re q u ire m e n t f o r  p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  
one la s t  co n ce rn  re m a in s . The c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a ls  s e t  f o r t h  by  th e s e  two 
a u th o rs  w i l l  change, in  v a r ie d  d e g re e s , th e  wage sys tem  as we now know 
i t .  G ilm an w i l l  d e s t ro y  i t  and Addams p la n s  to  m o d ify  i t  th ro u g h  
i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  I t  was d is c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r 2 t h a t  to  d is ­
a s s o c ia te  th e  wage sys tem , o r  c a p i ta l is m ,  fro m  dem ocracy w i l l  cause p ro ­
d u c t i v i t y  to  d e c re a s e , f o r  i t  i s  b e l ie v e d  th a t  wages g iv e  p e o p le  th e  
in c e n t iv e  to  w o rk . T h is  th e o ry  o f  p e o p le  as consum ers r a th e r  th a n  
p ro d u c e rs  a ls o  p o s tu la te s  t h a t  p e o p le  have an u n l im ite d  d e s ire  f o r  
a c q u is i t io n ,  w h ic h  a ls o  s e rv e s  as an in c e n t iv e  to  w o rk , f o r  i t  i s  th ro u g h  
w o rk in g  to  e a rn  a wage th a t  p e o p le  a re  a b le  to  g e t th e  means w i t h  w h ic h  
to  a c q u ire  g o o d s . Do Addams and G ilm an a ls o  see human n a tu re  as 
a c q u is i t iv e ?  How do th e y  d e a l w i t h  t h i s  is s u e ?
130G ilm a n , Home, p . 262.
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In  "T he  S ta tu s  o f  Women and F i l i a l  R e la t io n s " ,  C h a p te r  3, we 
r e c a l l  t h a t  b o th  G ilm a n  and Addams see th e  s ta tu s  o f  women i n  th e  home 
as th e  c o n d i t io n  w h ic h  le a d s  to  w h a t th e s e  two a u th o r s  c o n s id e r  an 
u n n a tu r a l  d e s i r e  f o r  o v e r -c o n s u m p t io n .  B o th  a u th o r s  p o s t u la t e  t h a t  
women a re  t r a in e d  by s o c ie t y  to  be a c q u i s i t i v e ,  and G ilm a n  a rg u e s  t h a t  
women, by n o t  e v e r  h a v in g  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e a rn in g  th e  means by 
w h ic h  to  o b ta in  g o o d s , can n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  t h e i r  w o r th ,  and so m e re ly  
c o n t in u e  to  demand more and m ore g o o d s .
A ls o  d is c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r  3 was th e  a rg u m e n t by G ilm a n  and 
Addams t h a t  th e  home i t s e l f  as an i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  e x c e s s iv e ly  e x p e n s iv e  
and t h i s  a ls o  c r e a te s  th e  u n n a tu r a l  te n d e n c y  to w a rd  o v e r - c o n s u m p t io n .  
G ilm a n  n o te s  t h a t  th e  home, as an i n e f f i c i e n t  f a c t o r y ,  w a s te s  b o th  
la b o r  and g o o d s , w h i le  Addams sees th e  home as a s o u rc e  o f  f a ls e  v a lu e s  
w h ic h  r e q u i r e  women t o  do jo b s  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  f o r  s p e c ia l iz e d  in d u s t r y ,  
su ch  as c o o k in g ,  w h i le  a ls o  w ro n g ly  te a c h in g  t h a t  f a m i ly  c o n c e rn s  ta k e  
p re c e d e n c e  o v e r  s o c ia l  c o n c e rn s .
A c c o rd in g  to  G ilm a n  and Addam s, th e  c o o p e r a t iv e  id e a l  w o u ld  
rem edy t h i s  u n n a tu r a l  d e s i r e  by m o d if y in g  b o th  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women and 
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  home. I n  o r d e r  to  do s o , b o th  a u th o r s  i n i t i a l l y  
a d v o c a te  a new e m p h a s is  i n  e d u c a t io n .  Addams w o u ld  ha ve  e d u c a t io n  te a c h  
each  p e rs o n  h e r / h i s  w o r th  i n  th e  t o t a l  p r o d u c t io n  s y s te m , th u s  c o m m it in g  
each  p e rs o n  th ro u g h  s o c ia l  a w a re n e ss  to  c o o p e r a t io n  i n  th e  p ro d u c in g  o f  
g o o d s .1 3 1  Addams a ls o  seems to  assume t h a t  t h i s  s o c ia l  a w a re n e ss  w i l l
s im u lta n e o u s ly  cause  a d e c re a s e  in  th e  c o m p e t i t io n  f o r  g o o d s . G ilm a n
131
Addam s, D e m o c ra cy , p . 1 7 8 -1 7 9 .
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sees much th e  same ty p e  o f  e d u c a tio n  as n e ce ssa ry  and fo re s e e s  th e  same
ou tcom e .132
Both  G ilm an and Addams a ls o  p la n  to  r e s t r u c tu r e  th e  fu n c t io n s
o f  th e  home. Addams p la n s  to  have more o f  th e  hou se ho ld  fu n c t io n s ,
such as c o o k in g , re le g a te d  to  b u s in e s s e s  o u ts id e  o f  th e  home.1 3 3  Not
o n ly  w i l l  t h i s  h e lp  end the  p r a c t ic e  o f  u s in g  h o u se h o ld  s e rv a n ts ,  w h ich
Addams sees as a b u s iv e , b u t  i t  w i l l  a ls o  h e lp  th e  fa m i ly  r e a l iz e ,  once
i t s  needs a re  met by t h i s  a l t e r n a t iv e ,  t h a t  women have a d u ty  to  s o c ie ty  
o u ts id e  th e  home.134
G ilm a n 's  r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  th e  home is  more com prehens ive  tha n  
Addam s'. T h is  is  how G ilm an w ou ld  re fo rm  u rban  l i v i n g :  D i f f e r e n t  
f a m i l ie s  w ou ld  l i v e  to g e th e r  in  houses o r  g roups  o f  houses w h ic h  c o n ta in  
s e p a ra te  l i v i n g  u n i t s  f o r  each fa m i ly .  The u n i t s  w ou ld  be w ith o u t  
k itc h e n s .  In  p la c e  o f  s e p a ra te  and e c o n o m ic a lly  w a s te fu l  k i tc h e n s  w ou ld  
be one communal k i tc h e n  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  w ho le  house . The commune 
w ou ld  h i r e  a t r a in e d  cook to  p re p a re  m eals and th e  fa m i l ie s  c o u ld  meet 
to g e th e r  in  a common d in in g ro o m . The communes w ou ld  have t h e i r  own h ir e d  
c le a n in g  s t a f f s ,  and each w ou ld  c o n ta in  a day n u rs e ry  and a k in d e rg a r te n  
where th e  c h i ld r e n  w ou ld  be ca re d  f o r  by p r o fe s s io n a l n u rs e s  and te a c h e rs .  
G ilm an does n o t  e x p e c t th e  in d iv id u a ls  to  manage th e  commune, b u t r a th e r  
i t  i s  h e r  p la n  th a t  th e se  houses be e s ta b l is h e d  b u s in e s s e s , ru n  by 
b u s in e s s  m a n ag e rs .135
132 C h a r lo t te  P e rk in s  G ilm an , The Man-Made W orld  (New Y o rk , 1914) 
C h a r lto n ,  p . 144.
133Addams, Dem ocracy, p . 134.
134I b i d . ,  p . 110.
1 3 5G ilm an , E conom ics, p . 242 -247 .
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By such an a rra n g e m e n t, women c o u ld  be f re e d  o f  t h e i r  m a jo r 
r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  c o o k in g , c le a n in g ,  and c h i ld  c a re , and c o u ld  th e n  
ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e s  in  th e  o u ts id e  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r ld .  They w o u ld  no lo n g e r  
be dependent on men f o r  econom ic s u r v iv a l .  Men, now f re e d  o f  t h e i r  
o b l ig a t io n  to  be th e  s o le  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s ,  c o u ld  w o rk  more 
in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  a l l  hum ank ind . Women, now l ib e r a te d  fro m  th e  c ru d e , 
p r im i t i v e  econom ic p ro c e s s e s  o f  home te n d in g ,  c o u ld  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  
econom ic p ro c e s s e s  o f  th e  w ho le  s o c ie ty .  S o c ie ty  w ou ld  advance once 
a g a in  a lo n g  th e  p ro p e r  l i n e s ,  and th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  s ta te  w ou ld  th u s  be
re a ch e d . 136
Thus w ou ld  G ilm an and Addams re s o lv e  th e  p ro b le m  o f  u n l im ite d  
human d e s ire  f o r  a c q u is i t io n ,  by rem o v in g  w hat th e y  see as i t s  cause  —  
th e  dependen t s ta tu s  o f  women and th e  e x c e s s iv e  need f o r  goods by th e  
is o la te d  home.
We may now sum m arize G ilm a n ' s and Addams' n o t io n s  o f  p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n .  Addams sees p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as an " a s s o c ia te d  e f f o r t "  betw een 
w o rk e rs ,  t ra d e  u n io n s ,  in d u s t r y ,  and th e  gove rnm en t to  b r in g  a bo u t 
changes in  th e  pay and w o rk in g  c o n d it io n s  o f  la b o r .  A f t e r  some c o n fu s io n ,  
Addams seems to  come to  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  w o rk e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as a 
sys tem  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  w o rk e rs  in  th e  d e c is io n -m a k in g  and a d m in is ­
t r a t i o n  o f  in d u s t r y  w h ic h  is  s u p p o rte d  by m inimum g o v e rn m e n ta l s ta n d a rd s .  
T h is  i s  n o t  e x a c t ly  th e  w orke r-m anagem ent i n d u s t r i a l  sys tem  w h ic h  i s  
used in  th e  m odel o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy b u t th e  p r o v is io n  f o r  w o rk e r -  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  does f u l f i l  one o f  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  a s o c ia l  dem ocracy.
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F o ra  modern v e r s io n  o f  G ilm a n 's  communal home m o d e l, see 
G a b r ie l le  B u r to n 's  I 'm  R unn ing  Away fro m  Home b u t  I 'm  N o t A llo w e d  to  C ross 
th e  S t re e t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ,  1 9 7 2 ), p . 6 5 -6 7 . B u r to n  p ro po se s  much th e  same 
s o r t  o f  th in g  as a s o lu t io n  to  th e  w a s te  o f  t im e ,  la b o r ,  and money caused 
by th e  n u c le a r  f a m i ly .
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G ilm an sees p a r t i c ip a t io n  as th e  r i g h t  to  w o rk , w h ic h  in c lu d e s  
f o r  h e r th e  e x e rc is e  o f  in d iv id u a l  t a le n t s  in  w o rk  t h a t  i s  re w a rd in g  
to  th e  in d iv id u a l  and o f  v a lu e  to  s o c ie ty .  P a r t i c ip a t io n  i s  seen as 
m o d ify in g  th e  wage sys tem , and in  o rd e r  n o t  to  be overw helm ed by th e  
demand f o r  goods th a t  w ou ld  come from  w o rk e rs  h a v in g  f r e e r  access to  
co n su m p tio n , b o th  Addams and G ilm an re s o lv e  to  remove th e  cause o f  th e  
u n l im ite d  human d e s ire  f o r  co n su m p tio n , w h ich  b o th  a u th o rs  see as b e in g  
an u n n a tu ra l t r a i t  d e v e lo p in g  o u t o f  th e  s ta tu s  o f  women and th e  
s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  home. In  o rd e r  to  remove t h a t  cause , 
G ilm an and Addams w ou ld  have e d u c a tio n  r a is e  th e  s o c ia l  aw areness o f  
p e o p le  by im p re s s in g  upon them t h e i r  im p o rta n c e  in  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  
goods and th e  m a in ten a nce  o f  s o c ie ty .  A d d i t io n a l l y ,  b o th  t h e o r is t s  
a d vo ca te  m oving many o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d u t ie s  o f  women o u t o f  th e  home 
in  o rd e r  to  f re e  women to  w o rk  f o r  s o c ie ty ,  and to  make th e  home le s s  
dependent on e x c e s s iv e  co nsu m p tio n  of goods.
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY
In  com paring  th e  m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy w i t h  th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  
id e a ls  s e t  f o r t h  by G ilm an  and Addams, we f in d  th e  fo l lo w in g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  
and d is p a r i t i e s :
(1 ) B o th  th e  m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy and th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  
id e a ls  o f  G ilm an  and Addams a c c e p t a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  as e q u a l 
re s p e c t  and t re a tm e n t ,  and so d o in g ,  b o th  r e je c t  th e  n o t io n s  o f  e q u a l i t y  
as sameness and e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n i t y ,  o r  c o m p e t it io n .
(2 ) On th e  b a s is  o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  b o th  th e  m odel 
and th e  id e a ls  p o s tu la te  (a ) a b a s e lin e  o f  e x is te n c e  be low  w h ic h  no one 
may d ro p , re g a rd le s s  o f  p e rs o n a l m e r i t ,  and (b ) th e  n a r ro w in g  o f  th e  
range  betw een s o c ia l  re w a rd s . The l a t t e r  e n t a i l s  th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  b o th  
p o v e r ty  and g re a t  w e a lth ,  w h ic h  is  r e q u ir e d  by b o th  th e  f e m in is t  co o p e ra ­
t i v e  id e a l  and th e  m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy.
(3 ) B o th  th e  m odel and th e  id e a ls  r e q u ir e  t h a t  th e re  be e q u a l 
access  to  th e  means o f  la b o r  f o r  a l l  p e o p le . T h is  e le m e n t has two 
p a r ts :  (a ) O w nersh ip  —  The m odel f o r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy s ta te s  t h a t  ow ner­
s h ip  w i l l  be p u b l ic ,  th u s  e x c lu d in g  b o th  p r iv a t e  and S ta te  o w n e rs h ip  o f  
th e  means o f  la b o r .  G ilm an  a ls o  r e je c t s  b o th  th e s e  a l t e r n a t iv e s  and 
a d o p ts  p u b l ic  o w n e rs h ip . Addams p a r t i a l l y  r e je c t s  p r iv a t e  o w n e rs h ip , 
m o d ify in g  i t  to  a l im i t e d  e x te n t  by p u b l ic  o w n e rs h ip  th ro u g h  th e  S ta te .
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(b ) P a r t i c ip a t io n  —  The m odel s t ip u la t e s  t h a t  p u b l ic  o w n e rsh ip  be com ple ­
mented and g u a ra n te e d  by p u b l ic  management. G ilm an p ro v id e s  f o r  t h i s  
p u b l ic  p a r t i c ip a t io n  w h i le  Addams l i m i t s  p u b l ic  p a r t i c ip a t io n  to  " a s s o c i­
a te d  e f f o r t " ,  a system  o f  w o rk e r r e p r e s e n ta t io n  in  in d u s t r i a l  a d m in is ­
t r a t i o n  w h ic h  is  b o ls te re d  by S ta te  s u p p o r ts  and s ta n d a rd s .
(4 ) In  o rd e r  to  a l lo w  p u b l ic  o w n e rsh ip  and management, th e  m odel 
fo r  s o c ia l  dem ocracy r e je c t s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  wage system  o f  c a p i ta l is m ,  
w h ich  is  made p o s s ib le  by a r e je c t io n  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  an u n l im ite d  human 
d e s ire  f o r  a c q u is i t io n .  B o th  th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  id e a ls  o f  G ilm an and Addams 
a ls o  r e je c t  th e  n o t io n  o f  u n l im ite d  d e s ire .  G ilm an r e je c t s  th e  wage 
sys tem , and Addams m o d if ie s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  wage system  by p r o v id in g  f o r  
w o rk e r p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  m a n a g e r ia l d e c is io n s .
From t h i s  summary and th e s is ,  we can see t h a t  th e  c o o p e ra t iv e  
id e a l  o f  th e  k in d  o f  fe m in ism  re p re s e n te d  by G ilm an and Addams b e a rs  a 
g re a t  s i m i l a r i t y  to  a p o p u la r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy. I t  i s  my 
c o n c lu s io n ,  th e r e fo r e ,  th a t  in  A m erican  fe m in is t  th e o ry ,  th e re  appears  
a s c h o o l o f  th o u g h t th a t  has in c o rp o ra te d  th e  n o t io n  o f  s o c ia l  dem ocracy 
in t o  i t s  recom m endations f o r  change in  s o c ie ty .  In  t h i s  way, fe m in is m  
and dem ocracy a re  a p p ro a c h in g  th e  same g o a ls  by th e  same p ro c e s s . And 
a t  t h i s  ju n c t io n ,  fe m in is m  and dem ocracy a re  in s e p a ra b le .
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